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I. HE order and method, that have been fol- 
lowed in the former part of this Woik, 
cannot be continued, without the grcateft incon- 
veniences, in this Fourth Book, which relatcs to 
the modern hiftory of the church. From the coimn- 
rrencement of the fixteenth century, the face of 
religion was remarkably changed; the divifions, 
that had formerly perplexed the church, increafed 
confiderably ; and the Chriftian focieties, that re- 
linquifhed the eftablifhed forms of divine worfhip, 
and eieéted themfelves into feparate affemblics, 
upon principles different from thole of the Roman 
hierarchy, multiplied from day to day. This 
circumftance renders it impoffible to prefent in 
one connected feries, or, aS 1t were, in one con- 
tinued tablature, the events, viciffitndes, and 
revolutions, that happened in the church, divided 
its members, and enfeebled the dominion of its 
tyrants. From the period on which we now enter, 
the bond of union among Chriftians, that had 
been formed by a blind obedience to the Roman 
ontifs, was everywhere either diffolved, or, at 
jeatt, relaxed ; and confequently this period of 
our hiftory muft be divided into a multitude of 
branches, into as many parts, as there werg fa- 
mous fects that arofe in this century. 

II. It is however proper to obferve here, that 
many of the events, which diftimguith this cen- 
tury, had a manifeft relation ® the church in 
general, and not to ge Chriftian fociety in a 
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ticular. And as thefe events deferve to be men- 
tioned feparately, om account of their remarkable 
tendency to throw a light upon rhe,ftate of Chrift- 
ianity in geneg@f,zas well as uponthe hiftory of 
each particular @hriftian fociety, we fhall there- 
fore divide this Faurth Book into two main and 
principal parts, of which the one fhall contain the 
General, and the other the Particular Hiftory of the 
Chriftian Religion. 

Ill. To the General Hiftory belong all thofe 
events which relate to the {tate of Chriftianity, 
confidered in itlelf and in its utmoft extent, to the 
Chriftian church viewed in the general, and ab- 
{tracted from the miferable and multiplied divi- 
fions into which it was rent by the paffions of men. 
Under this head we fhall take notice of the ad- 
vancement and progres of Chriftianity in general, 
without any regard to the particular fects that 
were thus inftrumental in promoting its interefts ; 
nor fhall we omit the confideration of certain doc- 
trines, rites, and inftitutions, which appeared 
worthy of admiffion to all, or, at leaf, to the 
greateft part of the Chriftian fects, and which 
confequently produced everywhere changes and 
inyprovements of more or lefs importance. 

IV. In the Particular Hiftory of this century, 
we propofe paffing in review, in their proper 
order, the various fects into which the Chriftian 
church was divided. This part of our work, for 
the fake of method and precifion, we fhall fub- 
divide into two. In the fir we fhall comprehend 
what relates to the more avcient Chriftian feéts, 
both in the eaftern and weftern hemifpheres ; 
while the fecond fhall be confined to the hiftory of 
thofe more modern focieties, the date of whofe 
origin is pofterior to the Reformation in Germany. 
In the accounts that are here to be given of the 
circumflances, fate, and do&rines of each fea, 
the method laid down in the Preface to this Work 


fhall 
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{hall be rigoroufly obferved, as far as is poffible ; 
fince it feems the moft adapted to lead us to an 
accurate knowledge of the nature, progrefs, and 
tenets of every Chriftian fociety, that arofe in 
thefe times of difcord. ; ; 

V. The moft momentous event that diftin- 
guifhed the church after the fifteenth century, and 
we may add, the moft glorious of all the Revolu- 
tions that happened in the ftate of Chriftianity fince 
the time of its divine and immortal Founder, was 
that happy change introduced into religion, which 
is known by the title of the Bleed Reformation. 
This grand revolution, which arofe in Saxony 
from {mall beginnings, not only fpread itfelf with 
the utmoft rapidity through all the European pro- 
vinces, but alfo extended its efficacy more or lefs 
to the moft diftant parts of the globe, and may be 
juftly confidered as the main and principal {pring 
which has moved the nations from that iluftrious 
period, and occafioned the greateft part both of 
thofe civil and religious revolutions that fill the 
annals of hiftory down to our times. The face 
of Europe was, in a more efpecial manner, changed 
by this great event. The prefent age feels yet, 
in a fenfible manner, and ages to come will con- 
tinue to perceive, the ineftimable advantages it 
produced, and the inconveniences of which it has 
been the innocent occafion. The hiltory therefore 
of fuch an important revolution, from whence fo 
many others have derived their origin, and whofe 
relations and connexions are fo extenfive and uni- 
verfal, demands undoubtedly a pecuhar degree 
of attention, and has an unqueftionable right to 
the principal place in fuch a work as this. We 
therefore now proceed to give a compendious 
view of the madern hiftory of the Chriftian church, 
according to the plen and method already laid 
down, * 
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THE 
SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 


SECTION I. 


The Hisrory of the REFORMATION. 


crn I, TIE Hiftory of the Reformation is too 
Reale ample and extenfive to be comprehended 





——~ without a certain degree of confufion, in the un- 
7hsdivfon interrupted narration of one Section, we fhall 
fection, — therefore divide it irto Four Parts. 

The Firsr will contain 4n Account of the State 
of Chriftianity before the Commencement of the Re- 
formation. 

The Seconn, The Hiftory of the Reformation, 
from its firft Beginnings until the date of the Confeffion 
drawn up at Augfburg, 

The Tuird will exhibic 4 View of the fame 
Hiftory, from this latter period to the Commencement 
of the warof Smalcald. And 

The Fourrs will carry it down to The Peace 
that was entered into with the bettors of the Re- 
formation in the year 1555 [a]. This divifion is na- 
tural; it arifes fpontaneoufly from the events 
themfelves. 


CHAP- 


[2] The wiiters of the HiP-ry cf the Reformation, of every 
rank and order, are cnun.erated by the very learned Parurp. 
Faip. Wane (who himielf deferves a moft eminent rank in 
this clafs), in his Hifasa sacroruin a Luthera Emendatorum, 
part I. cap, i. p. 1. and by Jo. Aus. Fagricrus, in his 
Centsfekum Luther anum, part UW. cap. Uxxxvii. p. 863.—The 
greateft pait, of at Jeaft the moft eminent, of this fit of authors 
muft be confulted by fuch as defire a farther confirmation or 

illuftration 
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CHAPTER I. 


Concerning the fiate of the Chriftian Church before 
the Reformation. 


I. BOUT the commencement of this cen- 

tury the Roman pontifs lived in the ur- 
moft tranquillity; nor had they, as things ap- 
peared to be fituated, the leaft reafon to appre- 
hend any oppofition to their pretenfions, or re- 
bellion againft their authority; fince thofe dread- 
ful commotions, which had been excited in the 
preceding ages by the Waldenfes, Albigenfes, 
and Begl:ards, and lately by the Boheinians, were 
entirely fuppreffed, and had yielded to the united 
powers of counfel and the fword. Such of the 
Waldenfes as yet remained, lived contented under 
the difficulties of extreme poverty in the vallies 
of Piedmont, and propofed to themfelves no higher 
earthly felicity, than that of leaving to their de- 
fcendants that wretched and obfcure corner of 
Europe, which feparates the dips from the Pyrenean 
mountains; while the handful of Bohemians, that 
furvived the ruin of their faction, and {till perfe- 
vered in their oppofition to the Roman yoke, had 
neither ftrength nor knowledge adequate to any 
new attempt, and therefore, inflead of infpiring 
terror, became objects of contempt. 

II. We muft not, however, conclude from this 
apparent tranquillity and fecurity of the pontifs 
and their adherents, that their meafures were ap- 
plauded, or their chains worn without reluctance. 


illuftration of the matters which 1 propofe to relate briefly 
ain the courfe of this Hiftory. Tne illuftrious names of 
Susipan and SecxanporrF, and others, who have diflin- 
Selig themfelves in this kind of erudition, are too well 

hown ty render it neceflary to recommend their works to the 
perafal of the curious reacer. 
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¢ £ T. This was far from being the cafe. Not only pri- 
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vate perfons, but alfo the moft powerful princes 
and fovereign ftates, exclaimed loudly againft the 
defpotic dominion of the pontifs, the fraud, vio- 
lence, avarice, and injuftice that prevailed in 
gheir counfels, the arrogance, tyranny, and ex- 
tortion of their legates, the unbridled licentiouf- 
nefs and enormous crimes of the clergy and monks 
of all denominations, the unrignteous feverity 
and partiality of the Roman laws, and demanded 
publickly, as their anceftors had done before 
them, a Reformation of the church, in its head and 
in its members, and a general council to accom- 
plifh that neceffary and happy purpofe [4]. But 
thefe complaints and demands were not carried fo 
far as to produce any good effect; fince they 
came from perfons who never prefumed to enter- 
tain the leaft doubt uboup the fupreme authority 
of the Pope in religious matters, and who, of con- 
fequence, inftead of attempting, themfelves, ta 
bring about that reformation that was fo ardently 
defired, remained entirely unactive, and looked 
for redrefs to the court of Rome, or to a gencral 
council, As long as the authority of the Roman 
pontiff was held facred, and his juriidiétion fu-~ 
preme, there could be no reafon to expect any 
confiderable refoimation either of the corruptions 
of the church or of the manners of the clergy. 


[2] Thefe complaints and accufations have been largely enu- 
merated by feveral writers. See, among many others, VaL. 
Len. Logscuerus, in Aas et documentis Refoisrateonis, tom. 
i.cap.v. p.105.—cap. 1%. p. tdi. & Erew Satom. Cy- 
prian. Prafat. ad Wilk, Ern. Tenaela Hiftoriam Reformat. 
publithed at Lespfic in 8vo, in the year 1717.—~The giievances, 
complained of by the Germans im particular, are amply men- 
tioned by J F. Georcrus, w his Gravaniva Imperator. et 
Nations Geman, adverjus pam Reman. cap, vii. p. 261. 
Nor do the wifer and more learned among the modern Ro- 
manifts pretend to depy that the church and clergy, before the 
ume of Lurner, were coirupted in a very high degree. 


HI. If 
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III. If any thing feemed proper to deftroy the 
gloomy empire of fuperftition, and to alarm the 
fecurity of the lordly pontifs, it was the reftora- 
tion of learning in Europe, and the number of men 
of genius that arofe, of a fudden, under the be- 
nign influence of that aufpicious revolution. But 
even this new fcene of things was infufficient to 
terrify the lords of the church, or to make them 
apprehend the decline of their power. It is true, 
indeed, this happy revolution in the republic of 
letters difpelled the gloom of ignorance, and 
kindled in the minds of many the love of 
truth and facred liberty. Nay, it is alfo certain 
that many of thefe great men, fuch as Erasmus 
and others, pointed the delicacy of their wit, or 
levelled the fury of their indignation, at the fu- 
perftitions of the times, the corruptions of the 
priefthood, the abufes that reigned in the court 
of Rome, and the brutifh manner of the Monattic 
Orders. But this was not fufficient, fince none 
had the courage to ftrike at the root of the evil, 
to attack the papal jurifdiction and ftatutes, which 
were abfurdly, yet artfully, fanétified by the title 
of canon law, or to call in queftion that ancient 
and moft pernicious opinion, that Chri/? hal efta- 
blifhed a vicegerent at Rome, clothed with his 
fupreme and unlimited authority. Entrenched, 
therefore, within thefe ftrong-holds, the pontifs 
looked upon their own authority and the peace of 
the church as beyond the reach of danger, and 
treated with ind:fference the threats and invectives 
of their enemies. Armed, moreover, with power 
to punifh, and abundantly furnifhed with the 
means of rewarding in the moft alluring manner, 
they were ready, on every commotion, to cruth 
the obftinate, and to gain over the mercenary to 
their caufe; and this indeed could not but con- 
tribute confiderably to the ftability of their do- 
minion, 

IV. Hence 
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IV. Hence it was, that the bifhops of Rome 
lived in the utmoft fecurity and eafe, and being 
entirely free from apprehenfions and cares of 
every kind, followed without reluctance, and 
gratified without any limitation or reftraint, the 
various demands of their Jufts and paffions. 
ALEXANDER VI., whom humanity difowns, and 
who is rather to be confidered as a monfler than 
as aman, whofe deeds excite horror, and whofe 
enormities place him among the moft execrable 
tyrants of ancient times, ftained the commence- 
ment of this century by the moit tremendous 
crimes. The world was delivered from this papal 
fiend in the year 1593, by the poifonous draught 
which he had prepared for others, as is generally 
believed; though there are hiflorians that attri- 
bute his death to fickneis and old age[c]. He 
was fucceeded in the pontificate by I'rus III., 
who, in ke{ than a month, was deprived by death 
of that high dignity. The vacant chair was ob- 
tained by fraud and bribery by JuL1an DE LA 
Roverr, who aflumed the denomination of 
Jurius II, 

V. To the odious lift of vices with which 
Juxivs 1]. difhonoured the pontificate, we may 
add the mofl favage ferocity, the moft audacious 
arrogance, the moft defpotic vehemence of temper, 
and the moft extravagant and frenetic paffion for 
war and bloodfhed. He began his military en- 
terprifes by entering into a war with the Venetians, 
after having ftrengthened his caufe by an alliance 


with the emperor and the king of France{d]. He 


[c] See the Life of ALexanpir V1]. in two volumes, 8vo. 
by ALex. Gorpon, Efq.—As alfo another life of the fame 
ontif, writtcn with more moderation, and fabjoined, alon 
with that of Leo X., to the firft volume of the learned ani 
ingenious work, intituled, Hifforre du Drost publique Ecclefaf~ 
tique Frangets, par M. D. B. publifhed in gto, at Leadon, in 

175%. 
[d} See Du Bos, Hifoire de la Ligue de Cambray, publifhed 
at the Hague in two volumes, 8vo, in the year 1710. 


afterwards 
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it 


afterwards laid fiege to Farrara; and, at length, c 2 ™ 


turned his arms againft his former ally, the French 
monarch, in conjun&tion with the Venetians, 
Spaniards, and Swifs, whom he had drawn into 
this war, and engaged in his caufe by an offenfive 
league. His whole pontificate, in fhort, was one 
‘continued fcene of military tumult, nor did he 
fuffer Europe to enjoy a moment’s tranquillity as 
long as he lived. We may eafily imagine the 
miferable condition of the church under a vicar 
of Curist, who lived in camps, amidft the din of 
arms, and who was ambitious of no other fame 
than that which arofe from battles won and cities 
laid defoiate. Under fuch a pontif all things muft 
have gone to ruin; the laws muft have been fub- 
verted, the difcipline of the church deftroyed, 
and the genuine luftre of true religion entirely 
effaced. 

VI. Neverthelefs, from this dreadful cloud that 
hung over Europe, fome rays of light feemed to 
break forth, that promifed a better ftate of things, 
and gave fome reafon to expect that reformation 
in the church, that was fo ardently and fo uni- 
verfally defired. Lewis XII., king of France, 
provoked by the infults he had received from this 
arrogant pontif, meditated revenge, and even 
caufed a medal to be ftruck with a menacing in- 
icription, expreffing his refolution to overturn the 
powcr of Reme, which was reprefented by the title 
of Babylon on this coin[e]. Several cardinals alfo, 
encouraged by the protection of this monarch and 
the emperor Maximinian I., ailembled, in the 
year 1511, a council at Pia, with an intention to 


{e] See B. Curist. Sigismunp. LigB11 Commentano de 
mummis Ludovicr XI1., Epigraphe, Porvam BaBYLonis 
NOMEN, tnfignibue; Leipfic, 1717.—See alfo Thefaurus Epi- 
Ftolecus Croxzanus, tom. 1. p. 238. 243.—Coionia, Ayftore 
Litter. de da Ville de Lyon, tom. ii. p. 443-—The authenticity 
and occafion of this medal have becn much difputed, and, as 
is well known, have afforded matter of keea debate. P 
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fet bounds to the tyranny of this furious pontif, 
and to correct and reform the errors and corrup- 
tions of a fuperftitious church. Jetrus, on the 
other hand, relying on his own f-rength, and on 
the power of his allies, beheld thefe threatening 
appearances without the leaft concern, nay, 
treated them with mockery and laughter. He 
did not, however, neglect the raethods of ren- 
dering ineffectual the efforts of his enemies, that 
prudence dictated, and therefore gave orders for 
a council to meet in the palace of che Lateran in 
the year 1¢12[/], in which the decrees of the 
council of Pifa were condemned and annulled in 
the moft injurious and infulting terms. This 
condemnation would, undoubtedly, have been 
followed with the moft dire and formidable ana- 
themas againft Lewis and other Princes, had not 
death fnatched away this audacious pontif, in the 
year 1512, in the midft of his ambitious end vin- 
dictive projects. 

VII. He was fucceeded, in the year 1513, by 
Lio X., of the family of Mcprcts, who, though 
of a milder difpofition than his predeceffor, was 
neverthelefs equally indifferent about the interefts 
of religion and the advancement of true piety. He 
was a protector of men of learning, and was him- 
felf learned as far as the darknefs of the age would 
admit of. His time was divided between conver- 
fation with men of letters and pleafure; though it 
muft be obferved, that the greateft part of it was 
confecrated to the latter. He had an invincible 
averfion to whatever was accompanied with foli- 
citude and care, and difcovered the greateft im- 
patience under events of that nature. He was 
remarkable for his prodigality, luxury, and im- 
prudence, and has even been charged with im- 
piety, if not atheifm. He did not however 


(/] Harpuint Concerta, tom. ix. p. 1559. 
neglect 
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negleé&t the grand object which the generality of c Ew 7. 


his predeceflors had fo much at heart, even the re 


promoting and advancing the opulence and gran- 
deur of the Roman fee. For he took the utmoft 
care that nothing fhould be tranfacted in the coun- 
cil of the Lateran, which Jutius had affembled 
and left fitting, that, had the leaft tendency to 
favour the Reformation of the church. He went 
flill farther; and, in a conference which he had 
with Francis I. king of France, at Bologna, he 
engaged that monarch to abrogate the Pragmatic 
Sanéion [ g], which had been fo long odious to the 
pes of Rome, and to fubftitute in its place ano- 
ther body of laws, more advantageous to the 
papacy, which were impofed upon his fubjeéts 
under the title of the Concordate, and received 

with the utmoft indignation and reluctance [/]. 
VIL. The 


} We have mentioned this Piagmatir Sn Zin, Cent. XV. 
Part II. Chap. H. § XVI. note [7], ard given there fome 
account of its nature and defign. ‘I his important ediét 1s pub- 
Iihhed at large in the eighth volume of the Conc.La Harpuinat, 
P- 1949. asis the Coxcor date, that wis dublhtuted in its place, 
in the ninth volume of the tame work, p. 1867. and in Lern- 
nuvz7, his Mantiffz Coticrs Diplomat pat I. p. 158. part IL. 
p. 358.—The hiltory of thele two pieces 1» given in an ample 
and accurate manner by bilhop Burner, in his Aiffory of the 
Refor mation, vol. itt. p. 3.—See alfo, on the fame fubycct, 
Je Bouray, A:ftor:a Academ. Poi. tom. vi. p. 61—~109. 
Dv Cros, Aiiftorre de Lows X1.—H ftonre du Droit Ecclefiaftique 
Frans, tom.1. Dif. ix. p. 415-—Menizrana, tom. in p. 285. 
«> [4] The king went in perfon to the parhament to offer 
the Conordate to be regiftered, and letteis patent were made 
out requiring all the judges and courts of juftice to obferve 
this 4:7, and fee it executed. The parliament, after delibe- 
rating a month upon this important matter, concluded not to 
regilter the Conca: date, but to obferve ftill the Pragmatic, un- 
lets the former edict was received and eftablifhed in as great an 
ailembly as that was, which publifhed the /arrer in the reign of 
Cuaares VII. And when by violence and force they were 
obliged to publith the Concordate, they joined to this publica- 
tion a folemn proteft, and an appeal from the pope to the next 
general council, into both which meafures the univerfity and 
the clergy entered with tae greateft alacrity and zeal. But 
royal and papal defpotifm at length prevailed. a 
e 
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VITI. The raging thirft of dominion that con- 
fumed thefe pontifs, and their arrogant endeavours 
to crufh and opprefs all that came within the 
reach of their power, were accompanied with the 
moft infatiable avarice. All the provinces of 
Europe were, in a manner, drained to enrich thefe 
ghoftly tyrants, who werg perpetually gaping 


The chancellor Dz Prat, who was principally concerned 
jn promoting the Cuncordate, has been generally regarded as an 
enemy to the liberties of the Gatlican church. The illuffrious 
and learned prefident Hatwautr has not, however, hefitated 
to detend his memorv againft this accufatici, and to juftify the 
Concordate as an equitable contract, aud as a meafuie attended 
with lefs inconveniencics than the Pragmatic Sandton. He 
ohferves, that by tie king’s being inveitcd, by the Coxcordare, 
with the privilege of nominating to the bifhoprics and vacant 
Derefices of the firft claf:, many corruptions and abufes were 
prevented, which arofe from the fimomacal pra¢tices that pre- 
vated almoft every where while, according to the Pragmatic 
Sanron, every church chofe its b-fhop, and every monattery 
its abbot. He obferves morecve1, that this nomination was 
the natural right of the crown, as the moft confidereble part 
of the great bencfices had becn created by the kings of Fraace; 
and he mfifts particularly on this confideration, that the right, 
which Chriftian communities have to chufe their leaders, cannot 
be exereifed by fuer large bodies without much confufion and 
many inconveniencies; and that the fubjcés, by entrufiing 
their fovereign with the government of the fare, inveft him 
ipfo facto with an authority over the church, which 1s a pars of 
the tate, and its nobleft branch. See Hainaut, Abregé 
Chrenelogigue de ? Hiftowre de France, wn the Part.cular Remarks 
that are placed at the end of the reign of Lewis XIV. 

The moft {pecious objeétion that was made to the Concordate 
was this: that, in return for the nomination to the vacant 
benefices, the king granted tu the popes the annates, or firft 
Jrts, which had to long been complained of as an intolerable 
grievance. There is, however, no mention of this equivalent 
in the, Concordate. And it was by a papal boll that fucceeded 
this compact, that the pontifs claimed the payment of the firft 
Jruts, of which they had put themfelves in poffeffion in the 
year 1316, and which had been fufpended by the Pragmatre 
Sanflton. See the Aifforre dx Drott Ecclefaftique Frangas. As 
this fubfitution of the Concordate, in the place of the Prag- 
matic Sandon, was a moft important tranfa¢tion, and had a 
very great influence upon the minds of the Englifh, the tran- 
flator judged it neceffary to give here fome account of that 
matter. 
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after new acceffions of wealth, in order to aug. CENT. 


ment the number of their frends and the ftability 
of their dominion. And indeed, according to 
the notions commonly entertained, the rulers of 
the church feemed to have a fair enough pretext, 
from the nature of their character, to demand a 
fort of tribute frdm their flock; for none can 
deny to the fupreme governors of any ftate (and 
fuch was the character affumed by the popes) the 
privilege of levying tribute from thofe over whom 
they bear rule, But as the name of tvidute was 
every way proper to alarm the jealoufy and excite 
the indignation of the civil magiftrate, the ponufs 
were too cunning to employ it, and had recourle 
to various ftratagems and contrivances to rob the 
fubje&t without fhocking the fovereign, and to 
levy taxes under the fpecious mafk and pretext of 
religion. Among thefe contrivances, the diftri- 
bution of tvdulgences, which enabled the wealthy 
to purchafe impunity for their crimes by certain 
fums applied to religious ules, held an eminent 
rank. ‘This traffic of zndulgeyces was conftantly 
renewed whenever the coffers of the church were 
exhaufted. On thefe occafions, they were re- 
commended warmly to the ignorant multitude 
under fome new, fpecious, yet fallacious pretext, 
ang were greedily fought after, to the great de- 
triment both of individuals and of the commu- 

nity. 
1X. Notwithftanding the veneration and homage 
that were almoft every where paid to the Roman 
pontifs, they were far from being univerfally re- 
puted infallible in their decifions, or unlimited in 
their authority. The wiler part of the German, 
French, Fiemifh, and biitith nations, confidered 
them as liable to error, and buunded by Jaw. 
Phe councils of Conftance and Ba/il had contributed 
extremely to rectify the notions of the people in 
that refpect; and from that period all Chriftians, 
5 except 
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conftituted ; for, as alt the offices and dignities of ,.*"" , 
the church were become venal every where, the —~—sueme 


way of preferment was inacceffible to merit, and the 
wicked and licentious were rendered capable of rif- 
ing to the higheft ecclefiaftical honours. 

XI. The prodigious fwarms of monks that over- 
fpread Europe were univerfally confidered as cum- 
berers of the ground, and occafioned murmurs and 
complaints every where. And, neverthelefs, fuch 
was the genius of the age, of an age that was but 
juft emerging from the thickeft gloom of igno~ 
rance, and was fufpended, as it were, in a dubious 
fituation between darknefs and light, that thefe 
monattic drones would have remained undifturbed, 
had they taken the leaft pains to preferve any 
remains even of the external air of decency and 
religion, that ufed to diftinguifh them in former 
times. But the Benedictine and the other monkthh 
fraternities, who were invefted with the privilege 
of poffeffing certain lands and revenues, broke 
through ail reftraint, made the worft poffible 
ufe of their opulence, and, forgetful of the gravity 
of their character and of the laws of their or- 
der, rufhed headlong into the thainelefs prac- 
tice of vice in all its various kinds and degrees. 
On the other hand, the Mendicant orders, and 
efpecially thofe who followed the rule of St. 
Dominick and St. Francis, though they were 
not carried away with the torrent of licentioufnefs 
that was overwhelming the church, yet they 
loft their credit in a different way; for their 
ruftic impudence, their ridiculous fuperftitions, 
their ignorance, cruelty, and brutifh manners, 
alienated from them the minds of the people, 
and diminifhed their reputation from day to day. 
They had the moft barbarous averfion to the arts 
and feiences, and expreffed a like abhorrence of 
certain eminent and learned men, who endea- 
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c£™ T. voured to open the paths of fcience to the purfuits 
ster 4.10f the ftudious youth, recommended the culture of 
‘womeemenm the tpind, and attacked the barbarifm of the age in 
their writings and in their difcourfe. This is fuf- 
ficiently evident from what happened to Rev- 

cLinus, Erasmus, and other learned men. 
The Demi- XII. Among all the monaftic orders, none en- 
auspon, _—sjoyed a higher degree of power and authority than 
the Dominican friars, whofe credit was great, and 
their influence univerfal, This will not appear 
at all furprifing, when we confider that they filled 
very eminent ftations in the church, prefided 
every where over the terrible tribunal of the in- 
guifition, and had the care of fouls, with the func- 
tion of confeffors, in all the courts of Europe; a 
circumftance this, which, in thefe times of igno- 
vance and fuperftition, manifeftly tended to put 
the moft of the European princes in their power. 
But, notwithftanding all this credit and authority, 
the Dominicans had their enemies ; and about this 
time their influence began to decline. Nay, fe- 
veral marks of perfidy, that appeared in the mea- 
fures they employed to extend their authority, 
expofed them juftly to the public indignation, 
Nothing more infamous than the frauds they 
practifed to accomplifh their purpofes, as may be 
feen, among other examples, by the tragedy they 
acted at Bern, in the year 1509 [4]. They were 
perpetually 


a [4] This moft umpious fraud is recorded at length by 
Ruycnar, at the end of the fixth volume of his H:forre de ia 
Reformarion on Susfe; and alfo by HorrinceEr, in his Hiftor. 
fide Helvet. tom. i. p. 334. There is alfo a compendious, 
but diftin, narration of this infernal ftratagem, in Bifhop 
Burwert’s Travels through France, laly, Germany, and Swit- 
xetland, p. 31. The ftratagem in queftion was the confequence 
of 2 rivalfhrp between the Francifcans and Dominicans, and 
more efpecially of their controverfy concerning the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary. The former maintained, that 
fhe was born without the blemith of Original Sin; the latter 
afferted the contrary. The dottrine of the Francifcans, m an 
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rpetually employed in ftigmatifing, with the 
beersbiiots mark of Herefy, numbers of learned 
and 


age of darknefs and fuperftition, could not but be popular; 
and hence the Dominicans loft ground from day to day. To 
fupport the credit of their Order, they refolved, at a chapter 
held at Vanjfenr in the year 1504, to have recourfe to fidtitious 
vifions and dreams, in which the people at that time had an 
eafy faith; and they determined to make Bern the fcene of 
their operations. <A perfon named JeTrzer, who was ex- 
tremely fimple, and much inclined to aufterities, and who 
had taken their habit, as a lay-brother, was chofen as the in- 
ftrument of the delufions they were contriving. One of the 
four Dominicans, who had undertaken the management of 
this plot, conveyed himfelf fecretly into Jerzunr’s cell, and 
about midnight appeared to him in a horrid figure, furrounded 
with howling dogs, and feeming to blow fire from his noftrils, 
by the means of a box of combuttibles which he held near his 
mouth. In this frightful form he approached Jerzer’s bed, 
told him that he was the ghoft of a Dominican, who had been 
killed at Parts, as a jadgment of Heaven for laying afide his 
monaftic habit; that he was condemned to purgatory for this 
crime ; adding, at the fame time, that, i his means, he 
might be refcued from his mifery, which was beygnd expreffion. 
This ftory, accompanied with horrible cries and howlings, 
frighted poor Jerzer out of the little wits he had, and en- 
gaged him to promife to do all that was in his power to deliver 
the Dominican from hts torment. Upon this, the impoftor 
told him, that nothing but the moft extraordinary mortifica- 
tions, fuch as the Difcspline of the Whip performed during 
eight days by the whole monaftery, and Jrrzer’s lying 
proftrate in the form of one crucified in the chapel during 
mafs, could contribute to his deliverance. He added, that 
the performance of thefe mortifications would draw down upon 
jerzcr the peculiar prote€tion of the Bleffed Virgin; and 
concluded by faying, that he would appear to him again, ac- 
companied with two other fpirits. Morning was no fooner 
come, than JeTzea gave an account of this apparition to the 
reft of the convent, who all unanimoufly advifed him to un 
dergo the difcipline that was enjoined him; and every one 


confented to bear his fhare of the tafk impofed. The deluded - 


fimpleton obeyed, and was admircd as a faint by the mal- 
titudes that crowded about the convent, while the fom friars 
that sone the impofiure magnified, in the moft pompous 
manner, the miracle of this apparition, in their fermons and 
in their difeourfe. The night after, the apparition was re- 
newed with the addition of two impoftors. dreffed like devils, 
and Jerzer’s faith was augmented by hearing from the scageh: 
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and pious men, in encroaching upon the rights 
and properties of others to augment their poffef+ 
fions, 


ali the fecrets of his life and thoughts, which the impoftors had 


Jearned from his confeffor. In this and fome {ubfequent fcenes 


(the detail of whofe enormities, for the fake of brevity, we 
fhall here omit), the impoftor talked much to Jerzer of the 
Dominican order, which he faid was peculiarly dear to the 
Bleffed Virgin; he added, that the Virgin knew herfelf to be 
conceived in Orzginal Sin; that the doctors who taught the con- 
trary were in purgatory ; that the Bleffed Virgin abhorred the 
Francifcans for making her equal with her fon; and that the 
town of Bernx would be deftroyed for harbouring fuch plagues 
within her walls. In one of thefe apparitions, Jerzix ima- 
gined that the voice of the fpectre relembled that of the prior 
of the convent, and he was not miftaken; but, not fufpecting a 
fraud, he gave little attention to this. The prior appeared in 
various forms, fometimes in that of St. Bagrsara, at others in 
that of St. Berwaron; at length he affumed that of the Virgin 
Mary, and, for chat papor: clothed Aimée/f in tie habits 
that were employed to adorn the ftatue of the Virgin in the 
great feftivals ; the little images, that on thefe days are {ct on 
the altars, were made ufe of for angels, which, being tied to a - 
cord that paffed through a pulley over Jerzer’s head, rofe 
up and down, and danced about the pretended Virgin (> in- 
creafe the delufion. The Virgin, thus equipped, addrcffed a 
Jong difcourfe to Jerzer, in which, among ofher things, fhe 
toid him, that fhe was conceived in ortg:mul Sin, though the 
had remained but a fhort time under that blemith. She gave 
him, as a miraculous proof of her prefence, a ho, or confe- 
crated wafer, which turned from white to red in a moment; 
and after various vifits, in which the greateft enormities were 
tranfa&ted, the Virgin-prior told Je rze®, that fhe would give 
him the moit affeCting and undoubted marks of her fon’s love, 
by imprinting on him the five wounds that pierced Jesus on 
the crofs, as fhe had done before to St. Lucra and St. Ca- 
ruzrine. Accordingly, hhe took bis hand by force, and 
ftruck a large nail through it, which threw the poor dupe into 
the greateft torment. The next night this mafculine virgin 
brought, as he pretended, fome of the Jinen, in which Chrift 
had been baried, to foften the wound, and gave JeTzer a 
foporific draught, which had in it the blood of an unbaptized 
child, fome grains of incenfe and of confecrated falt, fome quick- 
filver, the hairs of the eye-brows of a child, all which, with 
fome ftupifying and poifonous ingredients, were mingled toge- 
ther by the prior with magic ceremonies, and a folemn dedica- 
tion of himfelf to the devil in hope of his fuccour. This 
draught threw the poor wretch into a fort of lethargy, during 
which 
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fions, and in laying the moft iniquitous fnares and 
firatagems for the deftruction of their adverfa- 
ries, 


which the monks imprinted on his body the other fopr wounds 
of Chnift in fuch a manner that he felt no pain. When he 
awakened, he found, to his unfpeakable joy, thefe impreffions 
on his body, and came at laft to fancy himfelf a reprefent- 
ative of Chrift in the various parts of his paffion. He was, 
in this flate, expofed to the admiring multitude on the prin- 
cipal altar of the convent, to the great mortification of the 
Francifians. The Domimcans gave him fome other draughts, 
that threw him into convulfions, which were followed by a 
voice conveyed through a pipe into the mouths of two images, 
one of Mary and another of tue child Jusus; the former oi 
which had tears painted upon its cheeks in a lively manner. 
The little Jesus afked his mothe:, by means of this voice 
{which was that of the prioi’s), why fhe wept? and the 
anfwered, that her tears were owing to the impious manner in 
which the Francifeans attributed to der the honour that was 
oe to Jam, in faying that fhe was conceived and born without 
in. 

The apparitions, falfe piodigies, and abominable ftratagems, 
of thefe Dominicans, were repeated every night; and the matter 
was at length fo grofsly over-aéted, that, fimple as Jerzer 
was, he at laft difcovered it, and had almoft killed the prior, 
who appeared to him one night in the form of the Virgin 
with a crown on her head. The Dominicans fearing, by tus 
difcovery, to lofe the fruits of their impofture, thought the befl 
method would be to own the whole matter lo Jerzer, and to 
engage him, by the moft feducing promifes of opulence and 
glory, to carry on the cheat. JeTzER was perfuaded, or at 
leaft appeared to be fo. But the Dominicans, fufpecting that 
he was not entirely gained over, refolved to poifon him; but 
his conftitution was fo vigorous, that, though they gave him 
poifon five feveral sinies, he was not deftroyed by it. One day 
they fent him a loaf prepared with fome fpices, which, growing 
green in a day or two, he threw a piece of it to a wolf’s whelps 
that were in the monaftery, and it killed them immediately. 
At another time they poifoned the of, or confecrated wafer, 
but, as he vomited it up fuon after he fwallowed it, he efcaped 
once more. In fhort, there were no means of fecuring him, 
which the moft deteftable impiety and burbarity could invent, 
that they did not put in prattice, til, finding at laft an op- 
portunity of getting out of the convent, he threw himfelf into 
the hands of the magiftrates, to whom he made a full difcovery 
of this infernal plot. The affair being brought to Rome, 
commiffaries were fent from thence to examine the matter ; 
and the whole cheat being fully proved, the four friars were 
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env. ries [7]. And they were the principal counfellors, 
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by whofe inftigation and advice Leo X. was deter~ 
mined to that moft ‘rafh and imprudent meafure, 
even the public condemnation of LutHeEr. 

XIII. The principal places in the public fchools 
of learning were filled very frequently by monks 
of the Mendicant orders. This ynnappy circum- 
ftance prevented their emerging from that igno- 
rance and darknefs, which had fo long enveloped 
them; and it alfo rendered them inacceffible to 
that aufpicious light of improved fcience, whofe 
falutary beams had already becn felt in feveral of 
the European provinces. The inftructors of youth, 
dignified with the venerable titles of Artifis, Gram- 
marians, Phyficians, and Dialecicians, loaded the 
memories of their labcrious pupils with a certain 
quantity of barbarous terms, arid and fenfelefs 
diftinctions, and fcholaftic precepts delivered in 
the moft inelegant flyle; and all fuch as could 
repeat this jargon with a certain readinefs and rapi- 
dity, were confidered as men of uncommon ¢lo- 
quence and erudition. ‘The whole body of the 
philofophers extolled Aristorte beyond all 
meafure; while fcarcely any ftudied him, and 
none underftood him. For what was now exhi- 
bited, as the philofophy of that famous Grecian 


folemnly dezraded from their priefthood, and were barnt alive 
on the laft day of May, 1509 =Jerzer died {ome time after 
at Conffance, having poifoncd himfelf, as was believed by fome. 
Had his life been taken away before he had found an opportu- 
nity of making the difcovery already mentioned, this execra- 
ble and horrid plot, which, in many of its circumftances was 
conducted with art, would have been handed down to potterity 
ag a ftupendous miracle. This isa very brief account of the 
matter; fuch as are defirous of a more circumftantia! relation 
of this famous impofture, may confult the authors mentioned 
in the beginning of this note. 

{/] See Birra. Pirxwermert Eyifcla ad Hadrianum Pontif. 
Maxim. de Donimcanorum flagitus, in opp. ejus, p. 372. This 
letter is alfo to be found in Gernesri Introd. ad Hifor, Rena- 
vats Evangeyr, tom.i. p. 170. Append. 
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faze, was really nothing more than a confufed cz w® 
and motley heap of obfcure notions, fentences, Sai 
and divifions, which even the public doctors and ————» 


heads of fchools were unable to comprehend. 
And if, among thefe thorns of fcholaftic wifdom, 
there was any thing that had che appearance of 
fruit, it was crufhed and blafted by the furious 
wranglings and difputes of the Scotts and Thomifts, 
the Realifts and Nominalifts, whofe clamours and 
contentions were unhappily heard in all the Euro- 
pean academies. 


XIV. The wretched and fenfelefs manner of the pate of 


teaching theology in this century, may be learned 
from many books yet extant, which were wrote 
by the divines it produced, and which, in reality, 
have no other merit than their enormous bulk. 
The expofitors of the holy fcriptures were very 
few in number, during this century; and there 
were fcarcely any of the Chriftian do¢tors that 
had a critical knowledge of the facred oracles. 
This kind of knowledge was fo rare, that, when 
Lutuer arofe, there could not be found, even in 
the unive. fity of Pieris, which was confidered as 
the firft and moft famous of all the public fchools 
of learning, a fingle perfon qualified to difpute 
with him, or oppofe his doétrine, upon a ferip- 
ture foundation. Any commentators, that were 
at this time to be found, were fuch, as, laying 
afide all attention to the true meaning and force 
of the words of fcripture, which their profound 
ignorance of the original languages and of the 
rules of criticiffn rendered them incapable of in- 
veftigating, gave a loofe to their vain and irregular 
fancies, in the purfuit of myfterious fignifications. 
The greateft part of the putlic teachers belonged 
to thefe claffes of divines, which we have formerly 
mentioned under the titles of Pofitevi and Senten- 
tiarii, who were extremely fond, the former 6f 
loading their accounts, both of the truths and pre~ 
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cepts of religion, with multiplied quotations and 
authorities from the writings of the ancient 
doétors; the /ater of explaining the doétrines of 
the gofpel by the rules of a fubtile and intricate 
philofophy. 

XV. It muft at the fame time be obferved, 
vhat wnt divines of this tentary difpated with a 
good deal of freedom upon religious fubjedts, 
and even upon thofe that were looked upon as 
moft effential to falvation. There were feveral 
points of do¢trine, which had not been as yet fixed 
and desermined by the authority of the church; 
nor did the pontifs, without fome very urgent 
reafon, reftrain the right of private judgment, or 
force the confciences of men, except in thofe 
cafes where doctrines were adopted that feemed 
detrimental to the fupremacy of the apoftolic fee, 
or to the temporal inte-efts of the facerdotal and 
mionaftjc orders. Hence it is, that we could 
mention many Chriflian doctors before Lutruer, 
who inculcated not only with impunity, but even 
with applaufe, the very fame tenets that aftes- 
wards drew upon him fuch heavy accufations and 
fuch bitter reproaches. And it is beyond all 
doubt, that this great reformer might have pro- 
pagated thefe opinions without any danger of 
moleftation, had he not pointed his warm re- 
monitrances againft the opulence of Rome, the 
overgrawn fortunes of the hifhops, the majefty 
of the pontifs, and the towering ambition of the 
Dominicans, 

XVI. The public worfhip of the Deity was now 
no more than a pompous round of external cerer 
monies, the greateft part of which were infigni- 
ficant and fenfelefs, and much more adapted ta 
dazzle the eyes than to couch the heart. The 
number of thofe, who were at all qualified to 
adminifter public inftruétion to the people, was 
not very confiderable ; and their difcourfes, which 

contained 


Cuar. 1. The History of the Rerormation. 


25 


contained little elfe than fictitious reports of mi- ¢ ENT. 


racles and prodigies, infipid fables, wretched eet 


. % 


quibbles, and illiterate jargon, deceived the mul- ———~ 


titude inftead of inftructing them. Several of 
thefe fermons are yet extant, which it is impoffible 
to read without the higheft indignation and con- 
tempt. Thofe who, on account of their gravity 
of manners, or their fuppofed fuperiority in point 
of wifdom and knowledge, held the moft diftin- 
guifhed rank among thefe vain declaimers, had a 
common-place fet of fubjects allotted to them, 
on which they were conftantly exercifing the force 
of their lungs and the power of their eloquence. 
Thefe fubje@&ts were, the authority of the holy 
mother church, and the obligations of obedience 
to her decifions; the virtues and merits of the 
faints, and their credit in the court of heaven; the 
dignity, glory, and love of the Bleffed Virgin; 
the efficacy of relicks; the duty of adorning 
churches, and endowing monafteries; the ne- 
ceffity of good works (as that phrafe was then 
underftood) to falvation; the intolerable burnings 
of purgatury, and the utility of indulgences. Such 
were the fubjects that employed the zeal and la- 
bours of the moft eminent doétors of this century ; 
and they were, indeed, the only fubjeéts that 
could tend to fill the coffers of the good old mother 
cburch, and advance her temporal interefts. A 
rniniftry, who would have taken it into their 
heads to inculcate the doétrines and precepts of 
the gofpel, to exhibit the example of its divine au- 
thor, and the efficacy of his mediation, as the moft 
powerful motives to righteoufnefs and virtue, and 
to reprefent the love of God and mankind as the 
great duties of the Chriftian life, fuch a miniftry 
would have been very unprofitable fervants to the 
church and to the papacy, however they might 
have promoted the czufe of virtue and the falvation 
of fouls, 
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XVII. The flate of things, that we have been 
now defcribing, exhibits to our view the true 
caufes of that incredible ignorance in religious 
matters, which reigned univerfally in all coun- 
tries, and among all ranks and orders of men; 
an ignorance accompanied with the vileft forms of 
fupeiftition, and the greateft corruption of man- 
ners. The clergy, who prefided over the rites 
and ceremonies of the church, were far from 
fhewing the leaft difpofition to enlighten the ig- 
norance or to check the fuperflition of the times 5 
nay, inftead of oppofing, they rather nourifhed 
and promoted them, as conducive to their fafety, 
and favourable to their interefts. Nor was there 
more zeal fhewn in ftemming the torrent of im- 
morality and licentioufnefs, than in difpelling the 
clouds of fuperftition and ignorance. For the pru- 
dence of the church had eafily forefeen, that the 
traffic of indulgences could not but fuffer from a 
diminution of the crimes and vices of mankind ; 
and that, in proportion as virtue gained an afcen- 
dant upon the manners of the multitude, the pro- 
fits arifing fiom expiations, fatisfaéiions, and tuch 
like ecclefiaftical contrivances, mutt neceffarily 
decreafe. 

XVIII. Such then was the difmal condition of 
the church. Its corruption was complete, and 
the abufes that it permitted were gone to the 
gieateft height of enormity. But in proportion 
to the greatnefs of this corruption was the ardor 
and impatience with which all, who were en- 
dowed with any tolerable portion of folid learning, 
genuine piety, or even good fenfe, defired to fee 
the church reformed and purged from thefe fhock~ 
ing abufes. And the number of thofe who were af- 
fected in this manner was very confiderable in all 
parts of the weftern woild. The greateft part of 
them, indeed, were, perhaps, over-moderate in 
their demands. They did not extend their views 

fa 
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fo far as a change in the forin of ecclefiaftical c ENT. 
government, a fuppreffion of thofe doétrines, Re jiclaar 


which, however abfurd, had acquired a high de- 
gree of credit by their antiquity, nor even to the 
abrogation of thofe rights and ceremonies, which 
had been muluplied in fuch an extravagant man- 
ner, to the great detriment of true religion and 
rational piety. All they aimed at was, to fet limits 
to the overerown power of the pontifs, to reform 
the corrupt manners of the clergy, and to prevent 
the frauds that were too commonly practifed by 
that order of men; to difpel the ignorance and 
correct the errors of the blinded multitude, and 
to deliver them from the heavy and unfupportable 
burthens that were impofed upon them under re- 
ligious pretexts, But as it was impoffible to ob- 
tain any of thefe falutary purpofes without the 
fuppreffion of various abfurd and impious opinions, 
fiom whence the grievances complained of iprung, 
and, indeed, without a general reformation of the 
religion that was publicly profeffed; fo was this 
reformation fuppofed to be ardenily, though filently, 
wifhed fui, by all thofe who publicly demanded 
the reformation of the church m 1ts head and in its 
members. 

XIX. If any {parks of real piety fubfifted under 
this defpotic empire of fuperftition, they were only 
to be found among the Af*vfies. For this fect, 
renouncing the fubtilty of the fchools, the vain 
contentions of the learned, with all the acts and 
ceremonies of external worfhip, exhoited their 
followers to aim at nothing but internal fanctity 
of heart, and communion with God, the centre 
and fource of holinefs and perfe€tion. Hence the 
Myftics were loved and refpected by many perfons, 
who had a fer:ous fenfe of religion, and were of a 
tender and devotional complexion. But as they 
were not entirely free from the reigning fuperfti- 


tions, but affociated many vulgar errors with their 
practical 


ns 


The Myf, 


ts, 


28 


The History of the REroRMATION. 


c ENT. practical precepts and directions; and as their ex- 


XVI. 
Sect. kL 





The dawn 
efaretorm 
ation rifes 
nnexpett= 
edly. 


ceffive paffion for contemplation led them into 
many chimerical notions, and fometimes into a 
degree of fanaticifm that approached to madnefs ; 
more effectual fuccours than theirs were neceffary 
to combat the inveterate errors of the times, and 
to bring about the reformation that was expected 
with fuch impatience. 
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The Hiftory of the Reformation, from its firft begin- 
nings, to the Confeffion given in at Augtburg. 


I. WZ HILE the Roman pontif flumbered in 
fecurity at the head of the church, and 

faw nothing throughout the vaft extent of his do- 
minion but tranquillity and fubmiffion; and while 
the worthy and pious profeffors of genuine Chrif- 
tianity almoft defpaired of feeing that reformation 
on which their moft ardent defires and expectations 
were bent; an obfcure and inconfiderable perfon 
arofe, on a fudden, in the year 1517, and laid the 
foundation of this long-expected change, by op- 
pofing, with undaunted refolution, his fingle force 
to the torrent of papal ambition and defpotifm. 
This extraordinary man was Martin Luruer, 
a native of Aifleben, in Saxony, a monk of the 
-Auguftinian LEremites, who were one of the 
Mendicant orders, and, at the fame time, pro-~ 
feffor of divinity in the academy that had been 
erected at Wittemberg, a few years before this 
period, by Frepgric the 4%/e. The papal chair 
was, at this time, filled by Lro X.; Maximr- 
ian I, a prince of the houfe of Aufria, was 
king of the Romans, and emperor of Germany ; 
and Freperic, already mentioned, elector of Saxony. 
The 
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The bold efforts of this new adverfary of the pon- c EN Ty 
tifs were honoured with the applaufes of many, , *¥", 


but few or none entertained hopes of their fuccefs, 
It feemed fcarcely poffible that this puny Davip 
could hurt a Gorran, whom fo many heroes had 
oppofed in vain. 

II. None of the qualities or talents that dif 
tinguifhed Luruer were of a common or ordinary 
kind. His genius was truly great and unpa- 
ralleled; his memory vaft and tenacious; his 
patience in fupporting trials, difficulties, and la- 
bour, incredible; his magnanimity invincible, 
and independent on the viciffitudes of human 
affairs; and his learning moft extenfive, confidering 
the age in which he lived. All this will be 
acknowledged even by his enemies, at leait by 
fuch of them as are not totally blinded by a fpirit 
of partiality and faction. He was deeply verfed 
in the theology and philofophy that were in vogue 
in the fchools during this century, and he taught 
them both with the greateft reputation and fuccefs 
in the academy of Wittemberg. As a philofopher, 
he embraced the doctrine of the Nominal:/ts, which 
was the fyftem adopted by his order; while, in 
divinity, he followed chiefly the fentiments of 
AvcusTIn ; but in both he preferred the decifions 
of Scripture and the dictates of right reafon before 
the authority and opiaions of fallible men. It 
would be equally rafh and abfurd to seprefent 
this great man as exempt from error and free 
from infirmities and defeéts; yet, if we except 
the contagious effects of the age in which he 
lived, and of the religion in which he had been 
brought up, we fhall perhaps find but a few 
things in his character that render him liable to 
reproach [m]. 

II, The 


[m] The writers who have given any circumftantial account 
of Lurwer and his tranfactions are accarately enumerated by 
Jo. Aus. 
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Til. The firft opportunity that this great man had 
of unfolding to the view of a blinded and deluded 
age, the truth, which had ftruck his aftonifhed 
fight, was offered by a Dominican, whofe name 
was, Joun Terzet [#]. This bold and enter- 
prifing monk had been chofen, on account of his 
uncommon impudence, by Axrsert archbifhop 
of Mentz and Magdeburg, to preach and proclaim, 
in Germany, thofe famous szdulgences of Leo X., 
which adminiftered the remiffion of all fins, paft, 
prefent, and to come, however enormous their 
nature, to thofe who were rich enough to pur- 
chafe them. The frontlefs monk executed this 
iniquitous commiffion not only with matchlefs in- 
folence, indecency fo}, and fraud, but even car- 
tied his impiety fo far as to derogate fiom the 
all-fufficient power and infldence of the merits of 
Cirisr. At this, Lurvacr, unable to {mother 
his juft indignation, raifed his warning voice, and, 
in Ninety-five propofitions, maintained publicly 
at Vittemberg, on the 30th of September, in the 
year 1517, cenfured the extravagant extornon of 
thele queftors, and plainly pointed out the Roman 
pontf as a partaker of their guilt, fince he fuffered 
the people to be feduced, by fuch delufions, fiom 


Jo. Ars. Fanricivs, in his Centifolium Lutheranum ; the firft 
pare of which was publithed at Aagméw g nthe year 1728, and 
the fecond in 1730, in 8v0. 

{#] The hiftorians who have particalarly mentioned Ter- 
vel, and his odious methods of deluding the multitude, are 
enumerated in the work quoted in the preceding note, part 1. 
p. 47+ part 11. p. 530.—What 1 faid of this vile deceiver by 
Ecsarp and Querie, in the Scriprores Ordi. Predtcator. 
tom. li, p. 40. ducovers the blindeft zeal and the meaneft par- 
tiality. 

OF [0] Indefcribing the efficacy of thefe indulgences, TeT- 
zEL faid, among other enormisies, that even bad any one ra- 
wifhed the mother of God, be (Terze.) bad wherewithal to ef- 
Jace fis guilt. He alfo boafted, that be bad faved more fouls 
Srom bell hy thefe iwDULGENCES, than St, Peter bad converted 
to Chriftiansty by hrs preaching, . 

placing 
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placing their principal confidence in Curisy, the cE NT. 
only proper object of their truft. This was the , *V% 


7 en bE 
commencement and foundation of that memora- —————» 


ble rupture and revolution in the church, which 
humbled the grandeur of the lordly pontifs, and 
eclipfed fo great a part of their glory [p]. 


IV. This 


t> [p] Dr. Mosnrim has taken no notice of the calumnies 
invented and propagated by fome Inte authors, in order to 
make Lutuer’s 7ealous oppofition to the publication of Jn- 
dulgences appear to be the effett or felfith a'dignoble motives. 
Jt may not, therefore, be impropvr tu fet that in atruc heht 5 
not that the caufe of the reformation (which muft ftind by its 
ovn intrinfic dignity, and 1s in no way aftéred by they us or 
charaéters of its 1uftraments) can derive any itrength from this 
inguiry ; but as it may tend to vindicate the pertonal charatter 
of aman, who has done cminert fervice to the ctute of re- 
ligion. 

“Mr Hume. inhis Heffory of t/e Regn of Wexey VI. has 
thought proper to repeat what the enemies of the reformation, 
and fome of ms dubious or l-informed frends, have ad- 
vanced, with refpeét to the motives that engaged Lut air to 
oppofe the doGtrine of indu'verccs ‘This eleg int ard perfua- 
five huftorian tells us, that the pe aes tars bad ust atiy been 
emploed in Saxony to preach uv dulgences, and from tis truft had 
deried both proftt ana vo frterater; that ARCLIBOI Dt gave 
thts acupation to the Domniuor.*, that Msvpvin Luruer . 
an Auftin friar, profeffor in the unverfty of Wittermberg, Re 
SENTING THE AFFRODT PUL UPON HIS OaveER, began ta 
preach againft rhe abufes that were committed in the fale of indul 
gence, and, being provoked by cppof.tron, precedil even to deciy 
indulrences themplves |. It were to be withed, thit Mr. Hu me’s 
candeur had engaged him to examine this accufation better, 
before he had ventured to repeatit For, in the fir// place, it 
is not truc, thatthe 4.7 fr ars had been usual Ly employed 
a Saxony fo preach indulgerces. At is well known, that the 
commuiffion had been oftered alternately, und fometime. jointly, 
to all the Mendicants, whether -4ufim friars, Dominnans, 
Francycans, or Carmehtes Nav, from the year 122g, that 
lucrative commuffion was principally entruited with the Dvmz- 
mcans$; and, in the records which relae to indulgences, we 


© Hunr's Biftory of E-gland, under the Houfe of Tudor, vol. i. py 119+ 
¢ Id ib, > 120, 


T See Weismanni, Memorabilia H feria Sacra NT. p. 3051, 1115. 
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might have been terminated with the utmoft facj- 
liry, had Leo X. been difpofed to follow the heal- 


ing 


the Dominicans in general; fince it was given to Terzer 
alone, an individual member of that Order, who had been 
notorious for his profligacy, barbarity, and eatortion. 
But that neither refentment nor envy were the motives that 
led Lurner to oppofe the doétrine and publication of indul- 
ences, will appear with the utmott evidence, if we confida, 
in the third place—That he was never accufed of any fuch 
motives, either in the edicts of the pontifs of his time, or 
amidit the other reproaches of the contemporary wiitcrs, who 
defended the caufe of Rome, and who were far trom being fpar- 
ing of their invectives and calumnies. All the contemporary 
adverfaries of Luruer are abfolutely flent on this head. Fiom 
the year 1517 to 4546, when the difpute rbout indulgences 
was carried on with the greateft warmth and animofity, not 
one writer ever ventured to reproach Lurute sith thefe igno- 
ble motives of oppofition now undcr contideration. I {peck 
not of Erasmus, Stripan, De Tuovu, Guiccrarpinti, 
and others, whofe tefimony might be perhaps fufpected of 
partiality in his favour; but 1 {peak of Cajeran, Hoc- 
sTRAT, De Prrerio, Emser, and even the infamous Joun 
Terzet, whom Luruere oppofed with fuch vehemence and 
bitternefs. Even Cocur us was fileut on this head during 
the hfe of Luruer ; though, after the death of that great re- 
former, he broached the calumny I am here refuting. Bat 
fauch was the fcandaious chora€er of thi man, who was noto- 
rious for fraud, calumny, lying, and their fifter vices *, that 
Pavtuavicini, BossuFtT, and other enemies of Lutner, 
were afhamed to make ufe either of his name or teftimony. 
Now, may it not be fairly prefumed, that the contemporaries 
of Luruer were better judges of his charatter, and the prin- 
ciples from which he acted, than thofe who hved in after-times? 
Cin it be imagined, that motives to ation, which efcaped the 
prying eyes of Lut HeaR’s contemporaries, fhould have difco- 
yered themfelves to us, who live at fuch a diftance of time from 
the fcene of ation, to M. Bossuer, toiv.r. Wume, and to 
other abettors of this ill-contrived and foolifi ftory. Either 
there are no rules of moral evidence, or Mr. Hume’s affertion 
is entirely groundlefs. ; 
I might add many other confiderations to fhew the unrea- 
fonablenefs of fuppofing that Lurue: expofed himfelf to the 
sage of the Roman pontif, to the perfecutions of an exafpe- 


“* Stxipam, De Stats Rel, et Reip. in Dedice Eps, ad Avguft 
Eleétor. : 
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ing method which common prudence muft have 
naturally pointed out on fuch an eccafion. For, 
after all, this was no more than a private difpute 
between two monks, concerning the extent 
of the pope’s power with refpeét to the remiffion 
of fin. Luruer confeffed that the Roman pon- 
tif was clothed with the power of remitting the 
buman punifhments inflicted upon tranfgreffors, 
i. é. the punifhments denounced by the church, 
and its vifible head the bifhop of Rome; but he 
ftrenuoufly denied that his power extended to the 
remiffion of the d:vine pumfhments allotted to of- 
fenders, either in this prefent, or in a future ftare; 
affirming, on the contrary, that thefe punifh- 
ments could only be removed by the merits of 
Curis, or by valuntary a‘ts of mortification and 
penance undertaken and performed by the tranf- 
greflor. The doctrine of Trizex was, indeed, 
dire&tly oppofite to the fentiments of LuTuer ; 
for this fenfelefs or defigning monk afferted, that 
all punifhments, prefent and future, human and 
divine, were fubmitted to the authority of the 
Roman pontif, and came within the reach of his 
abfolving power. This matter had often been 
debated before the prefent period; but the popes 
had always been prudent enough to leave it un- 
decided. Thefe debates, however, being fome- 
times treated with neglect, and at others cared 
on without wifdom, the feeds of difcord gained 
imperceptibly new acceffions of ftrength and vi- 
gour, and from fmall beginnings p:oduced, at 
length, revolutions and cvents of the moft mo- 
mentous nature. 


rated clergy, to the feverity of fuch a potent and defpotic 
phince as CHarucs V., to death aticlf, and that from a prins 
ciple of avarice and ambition. Bat 1 ha,e iaid cnough to fa- 
tasty every candid mind, 


3 V. The 
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V. The fentiments of Luraer were received cE wT, 
with applaufe by the greateft part of Germany, , *Y" | 
which had long groaned under the avarice of the 
pontifs, and the extortions of their tax-gatherers, The sdvere 
and had murmured grievoufly againft the various ‘Luther and 
ftratagerns thar were daily put in practice, with ‘he paras 
the moft frontlefs impudence, to fleece the rich, 
and to grind the faces of the poor. But the vota- 
ries of Rome were filled with horror, when they 
were informed of the opinions propagated by the 
Saxon reformer ; more efpecially the Dominicans, 
who looked upon their order as infulted and at- 
tacked in the perfon of Tetzet. The alarm of 
controverfy was therefore founted, and Terzen 
himfelf appeared immediately in the field againft 
Luruer, whote fentiments he pretended to refute 
in two academical difcourfes, which he pro- 
nounced on occafion of his promotion to the de- 

ree of doétor in divinity. In the year follow- 
ing (1518) two famous Dominicans, SyLVESTER 
be Prrerio and Hocstrat, the former a native 
of Italy, and the latter a Cerman, rofe up alfo 
againft the adventurous reformer, and attacked 
him at Cologn with the utmoft vehemence and 
ardour. Their example was foon followed by 
another formidable champion, named Ecxtus, a 
celebrated profeffor of divinity at Jngolfadt, and 
one of the moft zealous fupporters of the Domi- 
nican order. Lurxer ftood firm againft thefe 
united adverfaries, and was neither vanquifhed 
by their arguments, nor daunted by their talents 
and reputation; but anfwered their objections 
and refuted their reafonings with the greateft 
ftrength of evidence, and a becoming ‘pirit of 
refolution and perfeverance. At the fame time, 
however, he addreffed himfelf by letters,. wricten 
in the moft fubmiffive and refpectful terms, to 
the Roman pontif and to feveral of the bithops, 
fhewing them the uprightnels of his intentions, as 

2 well 
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CEN T. well’ as the juftice of his caufe, and declaring his 
en is 1, teadinefs to change his fentiments, as foon as he 
- fhould fee them fairly proved to be erroneous. 
A confer VI. At firft, Leo X. beheld this controverfy 
enceisheld — . sy: . ‘ 
betweenLy- With indifference and contempt; but, being in- 
theraadCa- formed by the emperor Maximizian I., not only 
jetan ot Se are k 
Aug fourg. Of its importance, but alfo of the fatal divifions it 
was likely to produce in Germany, he fummoned 
Luruaer to appear before him at Rome, and there 
to plead the caufe which he had undertaken to 
maintain. This papal fummons was fuperfeded 
by Freperick the Wife, elector of Saxony, who 
pretended, that the caufe of Lutuer belonged to 
the jurifdiction of a German tribunal, and that it 
was to be decided by the ecclefiaftical laws of the 
empire. The pontif yielded to the remonftrances 
of this prudent and magnanimous prince, and 
ordered Luruer to juftify his intentions and doc- 
trines before cardinal Cayeran, who was, at this 
time, legate at the diet of 4ug/burg. In this firft 
ftep the court of Rome gave a {pecimen of that te~ 
merity and imprudence with which all its negoci- 
ations, in this weighty affair, were afterwards 
conducted. For, inftead of reconciling, nothing 
could tend more to inflame matters than the 
choice of CajeTan, a Dominican, and, confe~ 
quently, the declared enemy of Lutuer, and 
friend of Terzet, as judge and arbitrator in this 
nice and perilous controverfy. 
Theifueof WII, Luruer, however, repaired to dug /burg, 
fiscon- in the month of October 1518, and conferred, at 
three different meetings, with Cayeran him- 
felf [7], concerning the points in debate. But 
had he even been difpofed to yield to the court 
of Rome, this imperious legate was, of all others, 
the moft improper to encourage him in the exe- 





[¢] There is a large account of this cardinal given by 
Quetir and Ecuarp, Scriptor. Ordin. Preedicator. tom. it. 
ps 4. ; 
eution 
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cution of fuch a purpofe. The high fpirie of 
LuTHeEr was not to be tamed by the arrogant dic- 
tates of mere authority ; fuch, however, were the 
only methods of perfuafion employed by the 
haughty cardinal. He, in an overbearing tone, 
defired Luruer to renounce his opinions, without 
even attempting to prove them erroneous, and 
infifted, with importunity, on his confefling 
humbly his fault, and fubmitting refpectfully to 
the judgment of the Roman pontif [r]. The 
Saxon reformer could not think of yielding to 
terms fo unreafonable in themfelves and fo defpo- 
tically propofed ;, fo that the conferences were 
abfolutely without effeét. For Luriter, finding 
his adverfary and judge inacceffible to rcafun and 
argument, left ug/ourg all of a fudden, after 
having appealed from the prefent decifions of the 
pontif to thofe which he fhould pronounce, when 
better informed; and, in this itep, he feemed yet 
to refpeét the dignity and authority of the bifhop 
of Rome{s]. But Lio X., on the other hand, 
let loofe the reins to ambition and defpotitm, and 
carried things to the utmott extiemity ; for, in the 
month of November, this fame year, he publifhed 
a {pecial edict, commanding his ipiritual fubjects 


{r] The imperious and imprudent manner in which CajeTAN 
behaved towards Lutuie was highly diapproved of even at 
the court of Rome, as appears, among other teilimonies, from 
Pauto Sarpur’s Hefory of the Council of Trent, book I. p. 22. 
The conduét of Cayzran is defended by kcnarp, in his 
Scripror. Ord. Predicator. tom. ii. p. 15. but with little pru- 
dence, and Icfs argument. The trath of the matter is, that 
the court of Rome, and its unthinking fovercign, were not lefs 
culpable than CayzeT an in the whole of this tranfaction. Since 
they might eafily forefee, that a Dominican legate was of all 
others the mot unlikely to treat LuTHer with moderation and 
impartiality, and confeqnently the moft -mproper to reconcile 
matters, 

[s] See B. Curisr. Freip. Bornert Dif de Colloque Lux 
thert cum Cayetano. Leipf. 1722, in 4to.— Var. Ern. Los- 
CHERI Acia et Documenta Rejormat. tom. ii, cap. xis Ps 435+ 
opp. Lutheri, tom. xxiv. p. 4¢9- 
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to acknowledge his power of delivering fram all thé 
punifoments due to fin and tranfzreffion of every 
kind. As foon as Luruer received information of 
this inconfiderate and violent meafure, he per- 
ceived, plainly, that it would be impoffible for 
him to bring the court of Rome to any reafonable 
terms; he therefore repaived to Wittemburg, andy 
on. the 28th of November, appealed fiom the 
pontif to a general council. 

VIII. In the mean time, the Roman pontif 
became fenfible of the imprudence he had been 
guilly of in entiufting Cayzran with fuch a come 
miffion, and endeavoured to mend the matter by 
employing a man of more candour and impartia- 
lity, and better acquainted with bufinefs, in order 
to fupprefs the rebellion of Lururr, and to en- 
gage that 1eformer to fubmiffion and obedience. 
‘I his new legate was Cuarzies Mizrirz, a Saxon 
knight, who belonged to the couit of Lro X., 
and whofe lay character expofed him lefs to the 
prejudices that ale fiom a {pirit of party, than if 
he had been clothed with the fplendid purple, or 
the monaftic frock. He was alfo a perfon of great 
prudence, penetration, and dexterity, and every 
way quahficd for the execution of fuch a nice and 
critical commmiffion as this was. Leo, therefore, 
fent him into Saxony to prefent to FREDERICK the 
golden confeciated rofe (which the pontifs are 
ufed to beftow, as a peculiar mark of diftin@tion, 
on thofe princes, for whom they have, or think 
proper to profefs, an uncommon friendfhip and 
efteem), and to treat with Luruzr, not only 
about finifhing his controverfy with Trrzez, but 
alfo concerning the methods of bringing about a 
reconciliation between him and the court of 
Rome. Nor, indeed, were the negotiations of this 
prudent minifter entirely uafuccefsful; for, in his 
firft conference with Luruer, at Altenburg, in the 
year 1519, he carried matters fo far as to perfuade 


him 
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him to write a fubmiffive letter to Leo X., pramifing ¢ BN T. 


1 XVI 
to obferve a profound filence upon the matters in . *¥" 


debate, provided that the fame obligation fhould 
be impofed upon his adverfaries. This fame year, 
in the month of October, Mirtitz had a fecond 
conference with Luruer in the caftle of Leiben- 
werd, and a third the year following, at Lichten- 
berg (t]. Thefe meetings, which were recipro- 
cally conduéted with moderation and decency, 
gave great hopes of an approaching reconcilia- 
tion; nor were thefe hopes ill founded [a]. But 
the violent proceedings of the enemies of Luruer, 
and the arrogant fpuirit, as well as unaccountable 
imprudence, of the court of Rome, blafted thefe 
fair expectations, and kindled anew the flames of 
daifcord. 

cp [w] IX. It was fufficient barely to mention 
the meafures taken by Cajeran to draw LuruHer 
anew under the papal yoke; becaufe thefe mea- 
fures were, indeed, nothing more than the wild 
fuggeftions of fuperftition and tyranny, main- 
tained and avowed with the moft frontlefs impu- 
dence. A man, who began by commanding the 
reformer to renounce his errors, to believe, and 
that upon the dictates of mere authority, that one 
di op of Chrift’s blood, being fufficient to redeem the 


{t] See B. Curist. Frip.B. The records, relativfg to the 
embafly of Miiritz, were firft publifhed by Enn.Saromon 
Cyprianus, in ddat. ad Witw.Ern.Tenzevit Hiffor. Re- 

Sormat. tom. i, ii.— As alfo by Vat. Ern. Loscuerus, in his 
A&a Reformat. tom. ii. ¢. xvi. & tom. iit. cap. it. 

{«] In the year 1519, Leo X. wrote toLu ruF r in the foftett 
and moft pacific terms. From this remarkable letter (which 
was publifhed in the year 1742, by Loscurrus, ina Ger- 
man work, intituled, Un/ehuld Nachiié) it appears, that at 
the court of Rome they looked pon a reconciliation between 
Lutuer and the pontif as certain and near at hand. 

* €F (av] This whole ninth fe@ion 1s added to Dr. Mosne1Mm’s 
work by the tranflator, who thought that this part of Lurwer’s 
biftory deferved to be related in a more circumftantial manner, 


than it is ja the original. 
D4 whole 
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cEN T. whole buman race, the remaining quantity, that was 
san. , fred in the garden and upon the crofs, was left as a 
: legacy to the church, to be a treafure from whence 
indulgences were to be drawn and admiviftered by the 
Roman pontifs [«]: fuch a man was nor to be 
reafoned with. But Mittitz proceeded in quite 
another manner, and his conferences with the 
Saxon reformer are worthy of attertion. He was 
ordered, indced, to demand of the eleétor, that 
he would either oblige Luruzr to renounce the 
doétrines he had hitherto maintained, or, that he 
would withdraw from him his protection and fa- 
vour, But, perceiving that he was received by 
the elector with a degice of coidnefs that bordered 
upon contempt, and that Lutuer’s credit and 
caufe weie too far advanced to be deftroyed by 
the efforts of mere authority, he had recourfe to 
gentler methods. He loaded Trrzet with the 
bittereft reproaches, on account of the irregular 
and fuperftitious means he had employed for pro- 
motive the fale of indulgences, and attributed to 
this miferable wretch all the abufes that LuTHrRr 
had complained of. Terrzcz, on the other hand, 
burthened with the iniquities of Rome, tormented 
with a confcioufnefs of his own injuftice and ex- 
toruions, {tung with the opprobrious cenfures of 
the new legate, and feeing himfelf equally de- 
{p.fed and abhorred by both parties, diced of grief 
and defpair [yy]. ‘This incendiary being facrificed 
as a victim to cover the Roman pontif from re- 





«> [x] Such, among others ftill more abfurd, were the ex- 
expreflions of Cayeaan, which he borrowed from one of the 
Decrita’s of Cuemenia VI. called (and that juilly for more 
than ore reafon) Eatravagants. 

&> [y] Lurucre was fo affected by the agonies of defpair 
under which Tz rzev laboured, that he wrote him a pathetic 
letter of confo'ation, which however produced no effett. His 
infamy was perpetuated by a picture, placed in the church of 
Pinna, in which he is reprefented fitting on an afs, and felling 
indulgences. 


8 proach, 
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proach, Mixtirz entered into a particular con- 
verfation with Luter, at Altendurg, and, with- 
out pretending to juftify the {candalous traffic in 
queftion, required only, that he would acknow- 
ledge the four following things: «if, That 
«« the people had been feduced by falfe notions of 
* induigences: 2d/y, That he (Luraer) had 
been the caufe of that feduction, by reprefent- 
ing indulgences as much more heinous than 
they really were: 3d/y, That the odious con- 
dué& of Fetzer. alone had given occafion to 
thefe reprefentations : and 4¢thly, That, though 
the avarice of Ansert, archbifhop of Mentz, 
had fet on Trerzrt, yet that this rapacious tax- 
oatherer had exceeded by far the bounds of his 
« commiffion.” Thefe piopofals were accom- 
panied with many foothing words, with pompous 
encomiums on Lutacr’s character, capacity, and 
talents, and with the fofteft and moft pathetic 
expoftulations in favour of union and concord in 
an affiiéted and divided church, all which Muz- 
TITz joined together with the greateft dexterity 
and addicfs, in order to touch and difarm the 
Saxon reformer. Nor were his mild and infinua- 
ting methods of negociating without effeét; and 
it was upon this occafion that Luruer made fub- 
mifSions which fhewed that his views were not, 
as yet, very extenfive, his former prejudices en- 
tirely expelled, or his reforming principles ftea- 
dily fixed. For he not only offered to obferve a 
profound filence for the future with refpeé to in- 
dulgences, provjded the fame condition were im- 
pofed on hts adverfaries; he went much farther; 
he propofed writing an humble and fubmiffive let- 
ter to the pope, acknowledging that he had car- 
ried his zeal and animofity too tar; and fuch a 
letter he wrote fome time after the conference at 
Altenburg [2]. He even confented to publith a 


€F [x] This letter was dated the 13th of March, 1519, 
about two months after the conference of Altenburg. 
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c EN T. circular letter, exhorting all his difciples and fol- 
$xcr, 1, lowers to reverence and obey the dictates of the 





holy Roman church. He declared, that his only 
intention, in the writings he had compofed, was 
to brand with infamy thofe emiffaries who abufed 
its authority, and employed its proteétion as a 
mafk to cover their abominable and impious 
frauds. It is true, indeed, that amidft thofe 
weak fubmiffions which the impartial demands of 
hiftorical truth oblige us to relate, there was, pro- 
perly fpeaking, no retraction of his former tenets, 
nor the fimalleft degree of refpect fhewn to the in- 
famous traffic of indulgences. Neverthelefs, the 
pretended majefty of the Roman church, and the 
authority of the Roman pontif, were treated by 
Luruer io this tranfaction, and in his letter to 
Leo, in a manner that could not naturally have 
been expected from a man who had already ap- 
ealed frorn the pope toa general council. 

Had the court of Rome been prudent enough to 
have accepted of the fubmiffion made by Lutuzr, 
they would have almoft nipped in the bud the caufe 
of the reformation, or would, at leaft, have con- 
fiderably retarded its growth and progrefs. Hav- 
ing gained over the head, the members would, 
with greater facility, have been reduced to obe- 
dience. But the flaming and exceffive zeal of 
fome inconfiderate bigots renewed, happily for 
the truth, the divifions, which were fo near being 
healed, and, by animating both Lutuer and his 
followers to look deeper into the enormities that 
prevailed in the papal hierarchy, promoted the 
principles, and augmented the fpirit, which pro- 
duced, atlength, the bleffed [a] reformation. 

X. One 


&> [a] See, for an ample account of LurHer’s conferences 
with Mitt112, the incomparable work of Secx EN DORF, in- 
Hituled, Commentar. Hiftor. Apologet. de Lutheram/ino, five de Re- 

formatione Religsonis, &c. in which the facts relating to LuTugr 
and the Reformation are deduced from the mo! precious and 
authenti¢ 
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X. One of the circumftances that contributed 
principally, at leaft by its confequences, to render. 
the cmbafly of Mi.tirz ineffectual for the refto- 
ration of peace, was a famous controverfy of an 
incidental nature that was carried on at Leipfic, 
fome wecks fucceffively, in the year 1519 [4]. 
A doétor named Ecxrvs, who was one of the moft 
eminent and zealous champions in the papal 
caufe, happened to differ widely from Carto- 
sTADT, the colleague and companion of Luruer, 
in his fentiments concerning Free-will, The re- 
fult ot this variety in opinion was eafy to be fore- 
feen. The military genius of our anceftors had 
fo far infected the fchools of learning, that diffe- 
rences in points of religion or literature, when 
they grew to a certain degree of warmth and aui- 
mofity, were decided, like the quarrels of valiant 
knights, by a fingle combat. Some famous uni- 
verlity was pitched upon as the ficld of battle, 
while the rector and profeffors beheld the conteft, 
and proclaimed the victory. Ecxrus, therefore, 
in compliance with the fpiiit of this fighting age, 
challenged Cartostapt, and even Lutuer him- 
felf, againft whom he had already drawn his pen, 
to try the force of his theological arms. ‘The 
chailenge was accepted, the day appointed, and 
the three champions appeared in the field. The 
firft conflict was between Cariostapt and 


authentic manufcripts and records, contained in the library of 
Saxe-Gotha, and in other learned and princely collections, and 
in which the frauds and falichoods of MaimsBourc’s Hiffory of 
Lutheranifn are fully dete@ed and refuted.—As to MiLTiTz, 
his fate was unhappy. His moderation (which nothing but the 
blind zeal of fome furious monks could have hindered from 
being eminently ferviceable to the caufe of Rome) was repre- 
fentedby Ecxrus, as fomething worfe thunindifference about the 
fuccefs of his commiffion; and, after feveral marks of negle 
received from the pontif, he had ihe misfortune to lofe his life 
im pafling che Rhiue at Mentz. 

[4] Thefe difputes commenced on the 25th of June, and 
ended on the 1 gth of July following. 
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‘the human will [-}; it was carried on in the caftle 
of Pleifendburg, in prefence of a numerous and 
fplendid audience, and was followed by a difpute 
between LLurner and Ecxivus concerning the au- 
thority and iupremacy of the Roman pontif. This 
fatter Controverty, which che prefene ficuation of 
affairs rendered fingularly nice and critical, was 
left undecided. Hoffman, at that time rector of 
the univerfity of Leit/ic, and who had been alfo 
appointed judge of the arguments allezed on 
both fides, “refufed to declare to whom the vidto- 
ty belonged; fo that the decifion of this matter 
was referred to the univerfities of Paris and Er- 
furt [@). In the mean time, one of the imme- 
diate effvas of this difpute was a vifible increafe of 
the bitterne(S and enmity which Ecxrus had con- 
ceived againft Lurutr; for from this very pe- 
riod he breathed nothing but fury againft the 
Saxon reformer [e}, whom he marked out as a 

victim 


> [¢] This controverfy turned upon dderty, confidered not 
in a philofophical, but in a theological fenfe. It was rather a 
dilpute Concerning power than concerning Léeriy. Carno- 
“STADT maintaincd, that, fince the fall of man, our natural 
hiberty i> not {trong enough to condutt us to what is good, 
without the intervention of divine grace. Ecxius afferted, 
OT he Cnycrary, diac our nacural féerty co-aperatud with at 
vine gracy, and thet it was in the power of man to ‘confent 
to the diyyne impulfy, or to refit it. Che former attributed 
ail te God ; the latter divided the merit of virtue between God 
and the treature. The modern Lasécrans have almoft univer. 
faily abandoned the dentiments of Can vostTant. 

{#] There is an ample account of this diupate at Leipfe 
given by Var. Ern. Loscuerus, in his Acta et Documenta 
Reformationis, tom. ii. C. vite p- 293. 

> [el] This was one proof that the iffue of the controverfy 
Was NOt Ih his favour. The victor, in any combat, is gene- 
rally coo full of fatisfaction and felf-complacency, io feel the 
emenons of fury and vengeance, which feldom arife but from 
dulapoointment and defeat. ‘There is even an infolent kind of 
cfemency tnat arifes from an eminent and paipable fuperiori- 
ty. This indeed Ecxivus had no opportunity of exercifing, 

LUTHER 
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victim to his vengeance, without confidering, c BN T, 
that the meafures he took for the deftruction of , *“! , 
Lururr, muft have a moft: pernicious influence ate 
upon the caufé of the Roman pontif, by foment- 
ing the prefent divifions, and thus contributing to 
the progréfs of the reformation, as was really the 
cale [e]. 2 

XI. Among the fpectators of this ecclefiaftical pnitip mes 
combat was Purirp Mevancruon, at that time, '8 
profeffor of Greek at Wittemberg, who had not, as 
yet, been involved in thefe divifions (as indeed 
the mildnefs of his temper and his elegant tafte 
for polite literature rendered him averfe from 
difputes of this nature), though he was the intimate 
friend of Lutuer, and approved his defign of 
delivering the pure and primitive fcience of theo- 
logy ftom the darknefs and fubtilty of fcholaftic 
jargon [ f]. As this eminent man was one of thofe, 
whom this difpute with Ecxius convinced of the 
excellence of Luruer’s caufe; as he was, more- 





Lutrser demonftrated, in this conference, that the church of 
Reme, in the earlier ages, had never been acknowledged as 
fuperior to other churches, and combated the precertont of 
that church and its bifhop, from the teitimony of {cripture, 
the authoiity of the fathers, and the beit ecclefiaftical hitto- 
rians, and even from the decrees of the council of Nice; while 
all the arguments of Eck1us were derived from the {punous 
and infipid Decretals, which were {carcely of 400 years ftands 
ing. See Secxenpvorrr’s Ai/t. of Lutherani/m. 

> [e] lt may be obferved here, that, before LuTHER’s at- 
tack upon the ftorc-houfe of indulgences, Ecx1us was his in- 
timate friend. Ecx1usimuf certainly been uncommonly unwor-~ 
thy, fince even the mild and gentle MeLancTHow reprefents 
him as an zxbuman perfecutor, a fophift, and a knave, who main- 
tained doétrines contrary to his belief and againft his con- 
fcience. See the learned Dr. Jortin’s Life of Era/mus, vol. 
ii. p. 7133 fee alfo Virus’s account of the death of Ecxrus 
in SecxenpvorrF, lib. iii. p. 468 ; andio the Scholia ad Ina 
dicem 1 Hilt. of the fame book, No. xx111. 

] See MznancrTHon’s Letter concerning the conference 
at Leipfic, in Loscner’s A4a et Documenta Reformationisy 
tom. il. cap. viii, p. 215 ; as alfo in the Wittemberg edition of 
Luruzr’s Works, vol. i. p. 336. 

over, 
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Cc EN TF. over, one of the iluftrious and refpectable inftru- 
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x, Ments of the Reformation; it may not be im- 


proper to give fome account here of the talents 
and virtues that have rendered his name immortal. 
His greateft enemies have borne teftimony to his 
merit. They have beén forced to acknowledge, 
that the annals of antiquity exhibit very few 
worthies that may be compared wich him; whether 
we confider the extent of his knowledge in things 
human and divine, the fertiliry and elegance of 
his genius, the facility and quicknefs of his com- 
prehenfion, or the uninterrupted induftry that at- 
tended his learned and theological labours. He 
rendered to philofophy and the liberal arts the 
fame eminent fervice that Lutruer had done to 
religion, by purging them from the drofs with 
which they had heen corrupted, and by recom- 
mending them, in a poweiful and_perfuafive 
manner, to the ftudy of the Germans. He had 
the rare talent of difcerning truth in all it moft 
intricate Connexions and combinations, of com- 
prehending at once the moft abftract notions, and 
expreffing them with the utmoft perfpicuity and 
eafe. And he applied this happy talent tn religious 
difquifitions with uch unparalleled fuccefs, that 
it may fafely be affirmed, that the caufe of true 
Chriftianity derived from the learning and genius 
of Mriranerson more fignal advantages, and a 
more effe€iual fupport, than it received fiom any 
of the other doctors of the age. His love of peace 
and concord, which was partly owing to the 
{weetnefs of his natural temper, made him defire 
with ardour that a reformation might be effected 
without producing a fchifm in the church, and 
that the external communion of the contending 
parties might be preferved uninterrupted and 
entire. This fpirit of mildnefs and charity, car- 
ried perhaps too far, led him fometimes to make 
conceffions that were neither confiftent with pru- 

dence, 
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t 
dence, nor advantageous to the caufe in which he ¢ B’n 7, 


was engaged. It is however certain, that he gave ., 


no quarter to thofe more dangerous and momen- 
tous errors that reigned in the church of Rome; 
but maintained, on the contrary, that their extir- 
pation was effentially neceflary, in order to the re- 
ftoration of true religion. In the natural com- 
plexion of this great man there was fomething 
foft, timorous, and yielding. Hence arofe a 
certain diffidence of himfelf, that not only made 
him examine things with the greateft attention and 
care, before he refolved upon any meafure, but 
alfo fled him with uneafy apprehenfions where 
there was no danger, and made him: fear even 
things that, in reality, could never happen. And 
yet, on the other hand, when the hour of real 
danger approached, when things bore a formida- 
ble afpect, and the caufe of religion was in immi- 
nent peril, then this timorous man was converted, 
all at once, into an intrepid hero, looked danger 
in the face with unfhaken conftancy, and oppofed 
his adverfaries with invincible fortitude. All this 
fhews, that the force of truth and the power of 
principle had diminifhed the weakneffes and 
defects of MeLancTuon’s natural chara¢ter with- 
out entirely removing them. Had his fortirude 
been more uniform and fteady, his defire of re- 
conciling all interefts and pleafing all parties 
lefy vehement and exceffive, his triumph over the 
fuperttitions imbibed in his infancy more com- 
plete [g], he mutt defe:vedly have been confi- 
dered as one of the greateft among men [#]. 

XII. While 


*¥ (g] By this, no doubt, Dr. Mos:r1u means the cre- 
duhty this great man difcovered with retpe.. to prodigies and 
dreams, and his having been fomewhat additcd to the pre- 
tended fcience of aftrology. See ScHiLnornil Amamt. Hift. 
&celef, et Lit. vol. it. p. 609. 

[4] We havea Life of MzLancruon, writtenby Joacnia 
CamMamariua, which has already gone through feveral edi- 

tions, 
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XIT. While the credit and authority of the 
Roman pontif were thus upon the decline in 
Germany, they received a mortal wound in 
\ Switzerland from Uiric ZsincLe, a canon of 


formationin Zuvich, whofe extenfive Jearning and uncommon 


Srouzer- 
land, 


fagacity were accompanied with the moft heroic 
intrepidity and refolution [2]. It muft ever be 
acknowledged [&], that this eminent man had 
perceived fome rays of the truth before Luruer 
came to an open rupture with the church of 


tions. But a more accurate account of this illuftrious reformer, 
compofed by a prudent, imparual, and well informed bio- 
giapher, as alfo a complete collechon of his H’or4s, would be 
aa ineftumable prefent te tne republic of letters. 

KF [2] The tranflator has added, to the portrait of 
ZuinGve, the quality of heros entreprdity, bezaufe it was a 

redominant and remarkable part of the chaiatte: of this 
illuftrious reformer, whofe leaning and fortitude, tempered 
by the greateft modciation, rendered him pethaps beyond 
comparifon the brighteft ernament of the protestant caufe. 

> [4] Ow learned hiitonan does rot feem to acknowledge 
this with pleafure, as the Germans and Swifs contend about 
the honour of having given the firft overtuies towaids the Re- 
formation. If, however, truth has obliged him to mike this 
acknowledgment, he has accompanied it with fome modifica- 
tions, that are more artful than accurate. He fays, ‘* that 
Zuincre had perceived fome rays of the tuth hefoe LUTHER 
had come to an open rupture,’ &c. to make us imagine that 
Luruer might have feen the truth long before that rupture 
happened, and confequently as foon as Zuincue. Butit is 
well known, that the latter, from nis early years, had been 
fhocked at {everal of the fuperftitions pra¢tices of the church 
of Rome: that fo early as the year 1516 *, he had begun to 
explain the fcriptures to the people, and to cenfure, though 
with great prudence and moderation, the errors of a corrupt 
church; and that he had very noble and extenfive ideas of a 
general reformation, at the very time that Lu rxer retained 
almoft the whole fyftem of popery, indulgences excepted. 
Lutuer proceeded very tlowly to that exemption from the 
prejudices of edugation, which Zuincue, by the force of an 
adventurous genius, and an urcommon degree of knowledge 
and penctration, eafily got rid of. 


®Rucnant, Hy. de la Reformation en Suife. Zornerrzt Opp. toms ie 
p- 7s Nouveau DiGion. vol. iv. ps 866. Dunann, Mf. du xvi. Siecle, tom, ii, 
p 8, &c, Juriny, Azologic peur les Reformateurs, &c, partic Lp. 119. 


Rome 
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Rome. He was however afterwards ftill farther 
animated by the example, and inftructed by the 
writings of the Saxon reformer ; and thus his zeal 
for the good caufe acquired new ftrength and 
vigour. For he not only explained the facred 
writings in his public difcaurfes to the people ‘1, 
but alfo gave in the year 1519, a fignal proof of 
his courage, by oppofing, with the greateft refolu- 
tion and fuccefs, the miniftry of a certain Jralian 
monk, whofe name was Samson, and who was 
carrying on, in Switzerland, the impious traffic 
of Indulgences with the fame impudence that 
Terzex had done in Germany [m]. This was the 
firft remarkable event that prepared the way for 
the reformation among the Helvetic cantons, In 
procefs of time, Zuincie purfued with fteadinefs 
and refolution the defign that he had begun with 
fuch courage and fuccefs. His noble efforts were 
feconded by fome other learned men, educated in 
Germany, who became his colleagues and the com- 
panions of his labours, and who jointly with him 
fucceeded fo far in removing the credulity of a 
deluded people, that the pope’s fupremacy was 
rejected and denied in the greateft part of Stwyiszer. 
land. t is indeed to be obferved, that Zurnoie 
did not always ufe the fame methods of converfion 
that were employed by Lutuer ; nor, upon par- 


cr [/] This again is inaccurate. It appears from the pre- 
ceding note, and trom the moft authenuc records of hiftory, 
that Pius ote had explained the feriptures to the people, and 
called in queftion the authority and fupremacy of the pope, 
before the name of Lutuer was known in Sawztzerlang, Be. 
fides, inftead of receiving inftruétion from the German re- 
former, he was much his fuperior in learning, capacity, and 
jadement, and was much fitter to be his ma/er than his drfciple, 
Brae four volumes, in folio, we have of his works, abundantly 
teftify, 

{m] See Jo. Hexr. Hottincerr Hi. Ecclef. Helvet. 
tom i. lib. vi. Pp. 28.—-Rucnat, Aylore dela Reformarion en 
Sufe, tom. i. live. i. p. 4.—66.—Gerves, Hyfor. Renovats 
Evangelit, tom, ii. p. 228, ‘ 
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violent meafures againft fuch as adhered with ob- 
ftinacy to the fuperftitions of theic anceftors. He 
is alfo faid to have attributed to the civil magif- 
trate, fuch an extenfive power in ecclefiaftical af- 
fais, as is quite inconfiftent with the effence and 
genius of religion. But, upon the whole, even 
envy itfelf muft acknowledge, that his intentions 
were upright, and his defigns worthy of the higheft 
approbation. ; 

XIII. In the mean time, the religious diffen- 
fions in Germany increafed, inftead of diminifhing. 
For while Mittirz was treating with Luruer in 
Saxony, in fuch a mild and prudent manner as 
offered the faireft profpect of an approaching ac- 
commodation, Eckrvus, inflamed with refentment 
and fury on account of his defeat at Leipfic, re- 
paired with the utmoft precipitation to Rome, to 
accomphifh, as he imagined, the ruin of LurHer. 
There, entering into a league with the Domini- 
cans, who were in high credit at the papal court, 
and more efpecially with their two zealous patrons, 
De Prizrio and Cayeran, he earneftly entreated 
Leo X. to level the thunder of his anathemas at 
the head of Lutruer, and to exclude him from 
the communion of the church, The Dominicans, 
defirous of revenging the affront that, in their Opi- 
nion, their whole order had received by Lutuer’s 
treatment of their brother Terzcz, and their pa- 
tron Cayeran, tfeconded the furious efforts of 
‘Ecxtus againft the Saxon reformer, and ufed their 
urmoft endeavours to have his requeft granted. 
The pontif, overcome by the importunity of the 
pernicious counfellors, imprudently iffued [”] out 
a bull againft Luruer, dated the 1oth of June, 


7 1§20, 
{#] The wifeft and beft part of the Roman-catholics ac- 


knowledge, that Leo X. was chargeable with the moft culpa- 
bie impradeuce in this rath and violent method of proceeding. 


See 
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1520, in which forty-one pretended herefies, 
extracted from his writings, were folemnly con- 
demned, his writings ordered to be publicly burnt, 
and in which he was again fummoned, on pain of 
excommunication, to confefs and retract his pre- 
tended errors within the {pace of fixty days, and 
to caft himfelf upon the clemency and mercy of 
the pontif. 

XIV. As foon as the account of this rath fen- 
tence, pronounced from the papal chair, was 
brought to Luruer, he thought it was high time 
to confult both his prefent defence and his fu- 
ture fecurity; and the firft ftep he took for this 
purpofe, was the renewal of his appeal from the 
fentence of the Roman pontif, to the more re- 
fpectable decifion of a general council. But as he 
pict that this appeal would be treated with 
contempt at the court of Rome, and that when the 
time prefcribed for his recantation was elapfed, 
the thunder of excommunication would be le- 
velled at his devoted head, he judged it prudent to 
withdraw himfelf voluntarily from the .commu- 
nion of the church of Rome, before he was obliged 
to leave it by force; and thus to render this new 
bull of ejection a blow in the air, an exercife of 
authority without any object to aét upon. At the 
fame time, he was refolved to execute this wife 
reiolution in a public manner, that his voluntary 
retreat from the communion of a corrupt and tu- 


See a Differtation of the learned Joun Frepericx Mayer, 
De Pontificis Leanss X. proceffum adverfus Lutherum snprobantibus, 
which is part of a work he publifhed at Hamburg, in 4to, in the 
year 1698, under this fingular title: Erclefia Romana Reftrma- 
froms Lutherana patrona et cliens. There were feveral wife and 
thinking perfons at this time about the Roman ponuf, who de- 
¢lared openly, without the leaft ceremony, their difapprobation 
of the violent counfeis of Ecxius and the Dom:nicans; and gave 
it as their opinion, that it was both prudent and juft to wait for 
the iffue of the conferences of Miit17z with Lu wer, before 
fuch forcible meafgres were employed. ‘ 
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ahaa church might be univerfally known, 
re the lordly pontif had prepared his ghoftly 
thunder. With this view, on the 10th of De- 
cember, in the year 1520, he hada pile of wood 
erected without the walls of the city [0], and there, 
in prefence of a prodigious multitude of people of 
all ranks and orders, he committed to the flames 
both the du// that had been publithed againft him, 
and the decretals and canons relating to the pope’s 
fupreme jurifdition. By this he declared to the 
world, that he was no longer a fubject of the 
Roman pontif; and that, of confequence, the 
fentence of excommunication againft him, which 
was daily expected from Rome, was entirely fuper- 
fluous and infignificant. For the man who pub- 
licly commits to the flames the code that contains 
the laws of his fovereign, fhews thereby that he 
has no longer any refpect for his government, nor 
any defign to fubmit to his authority; and the 
man who voluntarily withdraws himfelf from any 
fociety, cannot, with any appearance of reafon 
or common fenfe, be afterwards foicibly and au- 
thoritatively excluded from it. It is not impro- 
bable, that Lurner was direéted, in this critical 
meafure, by perfons well fkilled in the Jaw, who 
are generally dextrous in furnifhing a perplexed 
client with nice diftinétions and plaufible evafions. 
Be that as it may, he feparated himfelf only from 
the church of Rome, which confiders the pope as 
infallible, and not from the church, confidered 
in a more extenfive fenfe; for he fubmitted to the 
decifion of the univerfal church, when that decifion 
fhould be given in a general council lawfully. 
aflembled. When this judicious diftinétion is 
confidered, it will not appear at all furprifing, 
that many, even of the Roman catholics, who 
weighed matters with a certain degree of impar- 
tialiry and wifdom, and were zealous for the main- 


[e] OF Wittemberg. 
tenance 
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tenance of the liberties of Germany, juttified this 
bold refolution of Luruer [0]. In lefs than a 
month after this noble and important ftep had been 
taken by the Saxon reformer, a fecond dx// was 
iffued out againft him, on the 6th of January, 152t, 
by which he was expelled from the communion 
of the church, for having infulted the maefty, 
and difowned the fupremacy, of the Roman 
pontif [p]. . 

XV. Such iniquitous laws, enacted againft the 
perfon and do&rine of Lutruer, produced an 
effect different from what was expected by the 
imperious pontif. Inftead of intimidating this 
bold reformer, they led him to form the project 
of founding a church upon principles entirely 
oppofite to thofe of Rome, and to eftablifh, in it, 
a fyftem of doctrine and ecclefiaftical difcipline, 
agreeable to the fpirit and precepts of the Gofpel 
of truth. This, indeed, was the only refource 
Luruer had left him; for to fubmit to the orders 
of a cruel and infolent enemy, would have been 
the greateft degree of imprudence imaginable ; 
and to embrace, anew, errors that he had rejected 
with a juft indignation, and expnfed with the 
cleareft evidence, would have difcovered a want of 
integrity and principle, worthy only of the moft 


tC [0] This judicious diftinétion has not been faffitiently 
attended to, and the Romanifts, fome through artifice, others 
through ignorance, have confounded the papacy with the 
cathohe church; though they be, in reality, two different 
things. ‘The papacy indeed, by the ambitious dexterity of the 
Roman pontifs, incorporated itfelf by degrees into the church 5 
but it was a prepofterous fupplement, and was really as foreign 
to its genuine conftitution, as a new cstadel ereGed, by a facceff- 
ful ufurper, would be to’ an ancent aty Lutuer fet out and 
acted upon this diftinétion; he went out of the citadel, but he 
meant to remain in the esty,and, like a good patriot, defigned to 
reform its corrupted, government. 

[¢] Both thefe bulls are to be found in the Bullarium Roma- 
num, and alfo in the learned Prarr’s Hiftor. Theol. Literar. 
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abandoned profligate, From this time, therefore, 
he applied himfelf to the purfuir of the truth with 
{till more affiduity and fervour than he had for- 
merly done; nor did he only review with attention, 
and confirm by new arguments, what he had hi- 
therto taught, but went much beyond it, and made 
vigorous attacks upon the main ftrong-hold of po- 
pery, the power and jurifdiétion of the Roman pon- 
tif, which he overturned from its very foundation, 
In this noble undertaking he was feconded by 
many learned and pious men, in various parts of 
Europe, by thofe of the profeffors of the academy 
of Wittemberg, who had adopted his principles ; 
and ina more efpecial manner by the celebrated 
Meranctuon. And as the fame of Luruer’s 
wifdom and Metancruon’s learning had filled 
that academy with an incredible number of ftu- 
dents, who flocked to it from all parts, this happy 
circumftance propagated the principles of the Re- 
formation with an amazing rapidity through all the 
countries of Europe [q]. 

XVI. Not long after the commencement of thefe 
divifions, Maximitran J. had departed this life, 
and his grandfon Cuarues V., king of Spain, had 
fucceeded him in the empire in the year 1519. 
Lro X, feized this new occafion of venting and 
executing his vengeance, by putting the new em- 
perot in mind of his character as advocate and de- 
fender of the church, and demanding the exemplary 
punifhment of Lurner, who had rebelled againft 
its facred laws and inftitutions. On the other hand, 
Frepesicx the Wife employed his credit with 
Cyarves to prevent the publication of any un- 
jut edict againft this reformer, and to have his 
caufe tried by the canons of the Germanic church, 


{¢]_ There is a particular account of the rapid progrefs of 
the reformation in Germaxy given by the learned M. Danie. 
Geroes, profeffar at Groningen, in his Hiforsa renovati Evan. 
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and the laws of the empire. This requeft was fo 
much the more likely to be granted, that Cuan.es 
was under much greater obligations to FrREpERICK, 
than to any other of the German princes, as it was 
chiefly by his zealous and important iervices that 
he had been raifed to the ee in oppofition 
to the pretenfions of fuch a, formidable rival as 
Francis I., king of France. The emperor was 
fenfible of his obligations to the worthy eleCtor, 
and was entirely difpofed to fatisfy his demands. 
That, however, he might do this without dif- 
pleafing the Roman pontif, he refolved that Lu- 
THER fhould be called before the council, that was 
to be affembled at Worms in the year 1521, and 
that his caufe fhould be there publicly heard, 
befure any final fentence fhould be pronounced 
againft him. It may perhaps appear ftrange, and 
even inconfiftent with the laws of the church, that 
a caufe of a religious nature fhould be examined 
and decided in the public diet. But it muft be 
confidered, that thefe diets, in which the arch- 
bifhops, bifhops, and even certain abbots, had 
their places, as well as the princes of the empire, 
were not only political affemblies, but alfo provin- 
cial councils for Germany, to whole jurifdition, by 
the ancient canon law, fuch caufes as that of Lu- 

THER properly belonged. 
XVII. Luruer, therefore, appeared at Worms, 
fecured againft the violence of his enemies by a 
fafe-conduct from the emperor, and, on the 17th 
of April, and the day following, pleaded his caufe 
before that grand affembly with the utmoft refolu- 
tion and prefence of mind. The united power of 
threatenings and entreaties ‘vere employed to con- 
quer the firmnefs of his purpufe, to engage him to 
renounce the propofitions he had hitherto main- 
tained, and to bend him to a fubmiffion to the 
Roman pontif. But he refufed all this with a 
noble obftinacy, and declared folemnly, that he 
E 4 would 
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© ZN T. would neither abandon his opinions, nor change 


XVI 
Sect 


* 1, his conduét, until he was previoufly convinced, by 


ten——— the word of God, or the dictates of right reafon, 


that his opinions were erroneous, and his conduct 
unlawful. When therefore neither promifes nor 
threatenings could fhake the conftancy of this mag- 
nanimous reformer, he obtained, indeed, from the 
emperor the liberty of returning, unmolefted, to 
his home; but after his departure from the diet, 
he was condemned by the unanimous fuffrages 
both of the emperor and the princes, and was de- 
clared an enemy to the holy Roman empire [7]. 

FREDERICK, 


oP [r] This fentence, which was dated the 8th of May, 
1521, was exceflively fevere; and Cuarves V., whether 
through fincere zeal or political cunning, fhewed himfelf in 
this affair an ardent abettor of the papal authority, For in 
this edict the pope is declared the ony true judge of the con- 
troverfy, in which he was evidently the party concerned ; 
Lutuer is declared a member cut off from the church, a fch:fma~ 
tic, a norortous and ob/tinate heretic ; the fevere{t punifhmenis are 
denounced againft thofe, who hall recerve, entertain, mamtam, 
Or countenance him, eithcr by acts of hofpitality, by converfa- 
tion or Writing 5 and all his difciples, adherents, and followers, 
are involved in the fame condemnation. This edc?# was, how- 
ever, received with the higheft difapprobation by all wife and 
thinking perfons, 1/7, becaufe Luruer had been condemned 
without being heard, at Rome, by the college of cardinals, and 
afterwards at Worms, where, without either examining or re- 
fi.ting his doétrine, he was only defpotically ordered to abandon 
and renounce it; 2dly, becaufe Cuaries V., as emperor, 
had not a right to give an authoritative fentence againft the 
dottrine of Lutrwenr, nor to take for granted the zafallsbility 
of the Roman pontit, before thefe matters were difcuffed and 
decided by a general council ; and 3d/y, becaufe a confiderable 
number of the German princes, who were immediately in- 
terelted in this affair, fuch as the electors of Cuiagn, Saxony, 
and the Palatinate, and other fovereign princes, had neither 
been prefent at the dict, nor examined and approved the edté; 
and that, therefore, at beft, it could only have force in the 
territories belonging to the houfe of Aufria, and to fuch of the 
princes as had given their confent to-its publication. But after 
all, the ediG of Worms produced almof no effect, not only for 
the reafons now mentioned, but alfo becaufe Cuarnes V., 
whofe prefence, authority, and zeal, were neceflary to render 
% 
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Frepericx, who faw the ftorm rifing againft CENT. 
. Luter, ufed the beft precautions to fecure him sve 7. x, 
from its violence. For this purpofe he fent three ——— 


or four perfons, in whom he could confide, to 
meet him on his return from the diet, in order to 
conduét him to a place of fafety. Thefe emiffa- 
ries, difguifed by mafks, executed their commiffion 
with the utmoft fecrecy and fuccefs. Meeting with 
Lutuer, near Ey/enac, they feized him, and car- 
ried him into the caftle of Wartenberg, nor, as 
fome have imagined upon probable grounds, was 
this done without the knowledge of his Imperial 
majefty. In this retreat, which he called his Pat. 
mos, the Saxon reformer lay concealed during the 
fpace of ten months, and employed this involun+ 
tary leifure in compofitions that were afterwards 
ufeful to the world [5]. 

XVIH. The 


it refpectable, was involved in other affairs of a civil nature, 
which he had more at heart. Obliged to pafs fucceflively 
into Flanders, England, and Spain, to quell the feditions of his 
fubjects, and to form new alliances againft his great enemy and 
rival Francis L., he loft fight of the edec? of Worms, while all 
who had any regard to the liberties of the empire and the rights 
of the Germanic church treated this ediét with the higheft in. 
dignation, or the utmoft contempt. 

«> [s] This precaution of the humane and excellent elector, 
being put in execution the 3d of May, five day before the 
folermn publication of the edict of Worms, the pope miffed his 
blow ; and the adverfaries of Lurucer became doubly odious 
to the people in Germany, who, unacquainted with the fcheme 
of Frevgrick, and, not knowing what was become of their 
favourite reformer, imagined he was imprifoned, or perhaps 
deftroyed, by the emiffaries of Rome. In the mean time, 
Luruer lived in peace and quiet in the caftle of Wartenberg, 
where he tranflated a great part of the New Teflament into the 
German language, and wrote frequent letters to his truly 
friends and intimates to comfort them under his abfence. Nor 
was his confinement here inconfiftent with amufement and re- 
laxation; for he enioved frequently the pleafure of hunting in 
company with his keepers, pafling for a country gentleman, 
under the name of Yenker George. 

f we caft an eye upon the condutof Luruer, in this 
fisit ene of his trials. we fhall find a true fpirit of rational 
zeal, 
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XVUHI. The aétive fpirit of Luruer could not, 
however, long bear this confinement; he therefore 
left his Patmos in the month of March, of the year 
¥§22, without the confent, or even the knowledge, 
of his patron and protector Frepericx, and re- 
paired to Wittemberg. One of the principal mo- 
tives that engaged him to take this bold ftep, was 
the information he had received of the incon- 
fiderate conduct of CarLosrapt, and fome other 
friends of the Reformation, who had already ex- 


zeal, generous probity, and Chriftian fortitude, animating this 
reformer. In his behaviour, before and at the diet of Worms, 
we obferve thefe qualities thine with a peculiar luftre, and tem- 
pered, notwithftanding Lu‘rHer’s warm complexion, with an 
unexpected degree of moderation and decent refpect both for 
his civil and ecclefiailical fuperiors. When fome of his friends, 
informed of the violent defigns of the Roman court, and 
alarmed by the éu// that hac been publifhed againft him by the 
rath pontif, advifed him not to expofe his perfon at the diet of 
Worms, notwithftanding the imperial fafc-condu€ (which, in 
a fimilar cafe, had not been fufficient to proteét Joux Huss 
and Jerome of Praguc from the perfidy and cruelty cf thcir 
enemies), he anfwered with his ufual intrepidity, that aere he 
obliged to encounter at Worms as many devils as thie were tiles 
upon the houfes of that city, this would not deter him from his fired 
purpofe of appearing there; that fear, in bis cafe, could be only a 
Suggeftion of Satan, who apprebended the approaching ruin of his. 
hingdom, and who was willing to aveid a public deftat bofire 
Juch a grand affembly as the diet of Worms. ‘The fire and cb- 
ftinacy that appeared in this anfwer feemed to prognofticate 
much warmth and vehemence in Lutuer’s conduét at the 
affembly before which he was going to appear. But it was 
quite otherwife. He expofed with decency and dignity the fu- 
perfitious doctrines and praétices of the church ef Rome, and the 
grievances that arofe from the over-grown power of its pontif, and 
the abufe that was made of it. He acknowledged the writings 
with which he was charged, and offered, both with moderation 
and humility, to defend their contents. He detired the pope’s 
legates and their adherents to hear him, to inform him, to 
reafon with him; and folemnly offered, in prefence of the 
affembled princes and bifhops, to renounce his doétrines, if 
they were fhown to be erroneous. But to all thefe expoftu- 
lations he received no other anfwer, than the defpotic dic- 
tates of mere authority, attended with injurious and provoking 
language. 

cited 
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cited tumults in Saxony, and were. acting in a 
manner equally prejudicial to the tranquillity of 
the ftate, and the true interefts of the church. 
CarLostTaot, profeffor at Wittemberg, was a man 
of confiderable learning, who had pierced the 
veil, with which papal artifice and iuperftition 
had covered the truth, and, at the inftigation of 
Ecxtus, had been excluded with Lurner from the 
communion of the church. His zeal, however, 
was intemperate; his plans laid with temerity, 
and executed without moderation. During Lu- 
THER’s abfence, he threw down and broke the 
images of the faints that were placed in the 
churches, and inftead of reftraining the vehe- 
mence of a fanatical multitude, who had already 
begun in fome places to abufe the precious liberty 
that was dawning upon them, he encouraged their 
jll-timed violence, and led them on to fedition 
and mutiny. Luruer oppofed the impetuofity 
of this imprudent reformer with the utmoft forti- 
tude and dignity, and wifely exhorted him and his 
adherents firft to eradicate error from the minds 
of the people, before they made war upon its ex- 
ternal enfigns in the churches and public places; 
fince, the former being once removed, the latter 
muft fall of courfe [¢], and fince the deftruction 

of 


st [*] Dr. Moste1m’s account of this matter is perhaps 
more advantageous to Luruer than the rigorous demands of 
hiftorical impartiality will admuat of; the defeéts at leaft of the 
ere reformer are here thaded with art. Jt is evident from 
everal paflages in the writings of Lur#er, that he was by no 
means averfe to the ufe of images, but that, on the contrary, 
he looked upon them as adapted to excite and animate the de- 
votion of the people. But, perhaps the true reafonof Lut Her’s 
afpleafure at the proceedings of CanLosvant, was, that he 
could not bear to fee another crowned with the glory of exe- 
cuting a plan which he had laid, and that he was ambitious 
of appearing the principal, if not the only, conductor of this 
en work. This is not a mere conjecture. Luter him- 
elf has not taken the jeaft pains to conceal this inftance of his 
ambition 5 
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by applying himfelf with redoubled induftry and 
zeal, to his German tranflation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which he carried on with expedition and fuc- 
cefs [wv], with the affiftance of fome learned and 
pious men, whom he confulted in this great and 
important undertaking. The event abundantly 
thewed the wifdom of Lutuer’s advice. For the 
different parts of this tranflation, being fucceffively 
and gradually {pread abroad among the people,- 
produced fudden and almoft incredible effects, and 
extirpated, root and branch, the erroneous prin- 
ciples and fuperftitious doétrines of the church of 
Rome from the minds of a prodigious number of 
perfons. 

XIX. While thefe things were tranfacting, Lro 
X. departed this life, and was fucceeded in the 
pontificate by Aprian VIL, a native of Utrecht. 
This pope, who had formerly been precepior to 
Cuarzes V., and who owed his new dignity to the 
good offices of: that prince, was a man of prchity 
and candor, who acknowledged ingenuoufly that 
the church laboured under the moft fatal dif- 


ambition ; and it appears evidently in feveral of his letters. On 
the other hand, it muftbe owned, that Car Lost ap T was rath, 
violent, and pronc to enthufiafm, as appears by the connexions 
he formed afterwards with the fanatical anabaptifts, headed by 
Munzer. His contefts with Luter about the eacharift, in 
which he manifeftly maintained the truth, thall be mentioned in 
their proper place. 

(#} On this German tranflation of the Bible, which contri- 
buted more than all other caufes, taken together, to ftrengthen 
the foundations of the Lutheran church, we have ar. intereft- 
ing hiftory compofed by Jo. Fain. Mayer, and publithed in 
4to at Hamburg, in the year 1791. A more ample one, how- 
ever, was expected from the labours of the learned J. Max- 
curor Krart, but his death has difappointed our hopes. See 
Jo. Aus. Fasricit Contifolum Lutheran. par. I, p. 147. & 
par. HI. p. 617. 
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orders, and declared his willingnefs to apply the cz w 7, 


remedies that fhould be judged the moft adapted , 
to heal them [w]. He began his pontificate by 
fending a legate to the diet, which was affembled 
at Nuremberg in 1522. FRANCIS CHEREGATO, 
the perfon who was intrufted with this commiffion, 
had pofitive orders to demand the fpcedy and vi- 
gorous execution of the fentence that had been 
pronounced againft Lurner and his followers at 
the diet of Worms; but, at the fame time, he was 
authorifed to declare that the pontif was ready to 
remove the abufes and grievances that had armed 
fuch a formidable enemy againft the fee of Rome. 
The princes of the empire, encouraged by this de- 
claration on the one hand, and by the abfence of 
the emperor, who, at this time, refided in Spain, 
on the other, feized this opportunity of propofing 
the fummoning a general council in Germany, in 
order to deliberate upon the proper methods of 
bringing about an univerfal reformation of the 
church. They exhibited, at the fame time, an 
hundred articles, containing the heavieft com- 
plaints of the injurious treatment the Germans 
had hitherto received from the court of Rome, and, 
by a public law, prohibited all innovation in re- 
ligious matters, until a general council fhould de- 
cide what was to be done in an affair of fuch high 
moment and importance [x]. As long as the 
German princes were unacquainted with, or in- 
attentive to, the meafures that were taken in 
Saxony for founding a new church in direé&t oppo- 
fition to that of Rome, they were zealoufly unani- 
mous in their endeavoufs to fet bounds to the papal 
authority and jurifdiction, which they all looked 


{w] See Caspar. Burmawxt Advignus VI., frve Analeda 
Hiftorica de Adriano V1. Papa Romano, publithed at Utrecht in 
4f0, in the year 1727. 

{x] See Jac. Furp. Grorort Gravamina Germanorum ads 
verfus Sedem Romanam, lid. ii. P- 327s 
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upon as overgrown and enormous; nor were they 
at all offended at Luruer’s conteft with the Ro- 
man pontif, which they confidered as 4 difpute of 
a private and perfonal nature. 

XX. The good pope Aprian did not long 
enjoy the pleafure of fitting at the head of the 
church. He died in the year 1523, and was 
fucceeded by Crement VII., a man of a referved 
character, and prone to artifice [y]. This pontif 
fent to the imperial diet at Nuremberg, in the year 
1524, a cardinal-legate, named Campecius, whofe 
orders, with refpeé&t to the affairs of Luruer, 
breathed nothing but feverity and violence, and 
who inveighed againft the lenity of the German 
princes in delaying the execution of the decree of 
Worms, while he carefully avoided the fmalleft 
mention of the promife Aprran had made to 
reform the corruptions of a fuperftinous church. 
The emperor feconded the demands of Campz- 
ctus by the orders he fent to his minifter to infitt 
upon the execution of the fentence which had 
been pronounced againft Luruzr and his adhe- 
rents at the diet of Worms. The princes of the 
ermpire, tired out by thefe importunities and re- 
monftrances, changed in appearance the law they 
had paffed, but confirmed it in reality. For whiie 
they promifed to obferve, as far as was poffible, 
the edi& of Worms, they, at the fame time, re- 
newed their demands of a general council, and left 
all other matters in difpute to be examined and 
decided at the diet that was foon to be affembled 
at Spire. The pope’s legate, on the other hand, 
perceiving by thefe proceedings, that the German 

inces in general were no enemies to the Re- 
feanaton, retired to Ratifbon, with the bifhops 
and thofe of the princes that adhered to the caufe 


[iy] See Jac. Zrecirers Hiforia Clementis VII. in Jo. 
Gronoiy ScHELHORNI1 dmanitates Hiffor, Ecclef. tom. it. 
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of Rome, and there drew from them a new de- c NT, 
claration, by which they engaged themfelves to , %¥) 


execute rigoroufly the edict of Worms in their 
refpective dominions. 

XXI. While the efforts of Luruer towards 
the reformation of the church were daily crowned 
with growing fuccefs, and almoft all the nations 
feemed difpofed to open their eyes upon the light, 
two unhappy occurrences, one of a foreign, and 
the other of a domeftic nature, contributed greatly 
to retard the progrefs of this falutary and glorious 
wotk. The domeftic, or internal incident, was 
a controverfy concerning the manuer in which the 
body and blood of Chrift were prefent in the,eu- 
charift, that arofe among thofe whom the Ro- 
man pontif had publicly excluded from the com- 
munion of the church, and unhappily produced 
among the friends of the good caufe the moft 
deplorable animofities and divifions. LurTHer 
and his followers, though they had rejeéted the 
monttrous doétrine of the church of ome with 
reipect to the tran/ubftantiation, or change of the 
bread and wine into the body and blood of 
Curisr, were neverthelefs of opinion, that the 
partakers of the Lord’s fupper received, along 
with the bread and wine, the real body and bluod 
of Chrift. This, in their judgment, was a myf- 
tery, which they did not pretend to explain [z]. 
Cartosrapt, who was Luruer’s colleague, 
underftood the matter quite otherwife, and his 
doétrine, which was afterwards illuftrated and 


t> [<] Luruer was not fo modeft as Dr. Mosuei here 
reprefents him. He pretended to explain his doctrine of the real 
prefeace, abfurd and contradiétory as it was, and uttcred much 
fenfelefs jargon on this fubjef&t As in a red-hot iron, fasd be, 
two diftinG fubfances, ase. sron and fre, are united, fo is the 
ody of Curist joined with the bread in the eucharift, I men- 
tion this miferable comparifon to thew into what abfurdities the 
towering pride of fyfem will often betray men of deep fenfe 
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confirmed by Zuincie with much. more inge- 
nuity than he had propofed it, amounted to this: 
“ That the body and blood of Chrift were not 
« really -prefent in the eucharift; and that the 
“© bread and wine were nd more than external 
« figns, or fymbols, defigned to excite in the 
« minds of Chriftians the remembrance of the 
“ fufferings and death of the divine Saviour, and 
“of the benefits which arife from it [2].” This 
opinion was embraced by all the friends of the 
Reformation in Switzerland, and by a confider- 
able number of its votaries in Germany. On the 
other hand, Lutuzr maintained his doétrine, in 
relation to this point, with the utmoft obftinacy ; 
and hence arofe, in the year 1524, a tedious and 
vehement controverfy, which, notwithftanding 
the zealous endeavours that were ufed to recon- 
cile the contending parties, terminated, at length, 
in a fatal divifion between thofe who had em- 
barked together in the facred caufe of religion 
and liberty. 

XXII. To thefe inteftine divifions were added 
the horrors of a civil war, which was the fatal ef- 
fect of oppreffion on the one hand, and of enthu- 
fiafm on the other; and, by its unhappy confe- 
quences, was prejudicial to the caufe and progrefs 
of the Reformation. In the year 1525, a prodi- 
gious multitude of feditious fanatics arofe like a 
whirlwind, all of a fudden, in different parts of 
Germany, took arms, united their forces, waged war 


{2] See Vat. Ern. Loscuars Hiforia motuum inter Lu- 
theranos et Reformates, par. J. lib. i, cap. ii. p. 55-—See alfo, 
on the other fide of the queftion, Scuttet’s Anuales Evan- 
gelix, publithed by Von per HART, in his Mifforia Liter. 
Reformat p. 74.—Rupo. Hosrixranus, and other,reformed 
writers, who have treated of the origin and progrefs of this dif- 
pute -—-- ( it appears from this 1eprefentation (which is a juft 
one) of the fentiments of Zuincus concerning the Holy Sa- 
crament of the Lord’s fupper, that they were the fame with 
thofe maintaned by Bifhop Hoapvey, in his Plain Account of 
the Nature and Liefign of the Sacrament of the Lerd’s Supper. 
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againft the laws, the magiftrates, and the empire ¢ £.N T. 
in general, laid wafte the country with fire and s,cr 


fword, and exhibited daily the moft horrid {pecta- 
cles of unrelenting barbarity. The greateft part 
of this furious and formidable mob was compofed 
of peafants and vaffals, who groaned under heavy 
burthens, and declared they were no longer able 
to bear the defpotic feverity of their chiefs; and 
hence this fedition was called the Ruffic war, or 
the war of the peafants [4]. But it is alfo certain, 
that this motley crowd was intermixed with num- 
bers, who joined in this fedition from. different 
motives, fome impelled by the fuggeftions of 
enthufiafm, and others by the profligate and odious 
view of rapine and plunder, of mending fortunes 
ruined by extravagant and diffolute living. At 
the firft breaking out of this war, it feemed to 
have been kindled only by civil and_ political 
views; and agreeable to this is the general tenor 
of the Declarations and Manifeftoes that were 
publithed by thefe rioters. The claims they 
made in thefe papers related to nothing farther 
than the diminution of the tafks impofed upon the 
Peafants, and to their obtaining a greater meafure 
of liberty than they had hitherto enjoyed. Re- 
ligion feemed to be out of the queftion; at leaft, 
it was not the object of deliberation or debate. 
But no fooner had the enthufiaft Munzer [c} 
put himfelf ac the head of this outrageous rab-~ 
_ (83 Thefe kinds of wars, or commotions, arifing from the 
impatience of the Peafents, under the heavy burthens that were 
laid on them, were very common long before the time of Lu- 
THeR. Hence the author of the Dazifo Chramce (publifhed 
by the learned Lupewic, in the ninth volume of his Relig. 
MStorum, p. 5g.) calls thefe infurreCtions a commen evil. This 
will not appear furprifing to fuch as confiaer, that in molt places 
the condition of the peafants was much more intolerable and 
Stievous before the reformation, than it is in our times; and 
that the tyranny and cruelty of the nobility, before that happy 
period, were exceffive and infupportable. 

[<] Or Munsrer, as fome call him. 
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err ble, than the face of things changed entirely, and 
ees by the inftigation of this man, who had deceived 





numbers before this time by his pretended vifions 
and infpirations, the civil commotions in Saxony 
and Thurmgia were foon directed towards a new 
objeé&t, and were turned into a religious war. 
The fentiments, however, of this feditious and dif- 
folute multitude were greatly divided, and their 
demands were very different. One part of them 
pleaded for an exemption from all laws, a licen- 
tious immunity from every fort of government ; 
another, lef outrageous and extravagant, confined 
their demands to a diminution of the taxes they 
were forced to pay, and of the burthens under 
which they groaned [d]; another infifted upon a 
new form of religious doctrine, government, and 
worship, upon the eflablifhment of a pure and un- 
fpotted church, and, to add weight to this de- 
mand, pretended, that it was fuggefted by the 
Holy Ghoft, with which they were divinely and 
miraculoufly infpired; while a very confiderable 
part of this furious rabble were wuhout any dif- 
tinct view or any fixed purpofe at all, but, infected 
with the contagious fpirit of fedition, and exaf- 
perated by the feverity of their magiftrates and 
rulers, went on headlong, without reflection or 
forefight, into every act of violence and cruelty 
which rebellion and enthufiafm could fuggeft. 
So that, if it cannot be denied that many of thefe 
rioters had perverfely mifunderftood the doétrine 
of Lursir concerning Chriftian liberty, and took 
occafion from thence of committing the diforders 
that rendered them fo juftly odious, yet, on the 
other hand, it would be a moft abfurd inftance of 
partiality and injuftice to charge that doctrine 
with the blame of thofe extravagant outrages that 


[4] Thefe burthens were the duties of vaffalage or feudal 
fervices, which, in many refpects, were truly grievous. 
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arofe only from the manifeft abufe of it. Luruer, 
himfelf, has indeed fufficiently defended both his 
principles and his caufe againit any fuch imputa- 
tions by the books he wrote againft this turbulent 
fect, and the advice he addreffed to the princes of 
the empire to take arms againit them. And, ac- 
cordingly, inthe year 1525, this odious faction 
was defeated and deftroyed, in a pitched battle 
fought at Mulbaufen; and Munzrr, their ring- 
leader, taken, and put to death [e]. 

XXIV. While this fanatical infurre&tion raced 
in Germany, Freprricx the #1, elector of Saxony, 
departed this life. This excellent prince, whofe 
character was diftinguifhed by an uncommon de- 
gree of prudence and moderation, had, during his 
hfe, been a fort of amediator between the Roman 
pontf and the reformer of itteinderg, and had 
always ente:tained the pleafing hope of reiloring 
peace in the church, and of fo reconciling the con- 
tending parties as to prevent a feparation either in 
point of ecclefiaftical juridiction or religious com- 
munion. Hence it was, that while, on the one 
hand, he made no oppotition to Luinir’s defign 
of :eforming a corrupt and fuperftiti ous church, 
but rather encouraged him in the execution of 
this pious purpofe; yet, on the other, it is re- 
markable, that he was at no pains to introduce 
any change into the churches that were eftubhthed 
in his owa dominions, nor to fubjeét them to his 
jurifcidtion. The cactor Joun, his bother and 
fucceflor, aéted in a quite diferent manner. 
Convinced of the nuth of Lurner’s dodtrine, and 
perfuaded that it muft lofe ground and be foon 
fupprefied 1f the defpotic authority of the {oman 
pontuf remained undifputed and entire, he, with- 


[2] Perea: Gropauis Hifforia de Sed:tione repentina Fulgt, 
bracipu Ruff cour, A. 1525, tempore vino per untverfam fere 
Germaniam exerta, Bafil. 1570, in 8vo,—See alo 5. lene 
ZELIS Hyer, Reform. tom. u. p. 331+ 
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CENT. out hefitation or delay, affumed to himfelf that 


Sacer. i 





fupremacy in ecclefiaftical matters that is the na- 
tural right of every lawful fovereig’, and founded 
and eftablifhed a church in his dominions, totally 
different from the church of Rome, in dottrine, 
difcipline, and government. To bring this new 
and happy eftablifhment to as great a degree of 
perfeGtion as was poffible, this refolute and active 
prince ordered a body of laws, relating to the form 
of ecclefiaftical government; the method of public 
worfhip, the rank, offices, and revenues of the 
priefthood, and other matters of that nature, 
to be drawn up by Lurner and MrancrHon, 
and promulgated by heralds throughout his domi- 
nions in the year 1527. He alfo took care that 
the churches fhould every where be fupplied with 
pious and learned doétors, and that fuch of the 
clergy as difhonoured religion by their bad morals, 
or were incapable of promoting its influence by 
their want of talents, fhould be removed from the 
facred funttions. ‘Lhe illuftrious example of this 
elector was followed by all the princes and ftates 
of Germany, who renounced the papal fupremacy 
and jurifdi¢tion, and a like form of worfhip, dif- 
cipline, and government was thus introduced 
into all the churches, which diffented from that 
of Rome. Thus may the eleGtor Joun be con- 
fidered as the fecond parent and founder of the 
Lutheran church, which he alone rendered a com- 
plete and independent body, diftinét from the 
fuperftitious church of Rome, and fenced about 
with falutary laws, with a wife and well-balanced 
conftitution of government. But as the beft blef- 
fings may, through the influence of human cor- 
ruption, become the innocent occafions of great 
inconveniencies, fuch particularly was the fate 
of thofe wife and vigorous meafures which this 
elector took for the reformation of the church; 
for, from that time, the religious differences be- 

tween 
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tween the German princes, which had been hitherto ¢ EN T. 
kept within the bounds of moderation, broke out sy’. 1, 


into a violent and lafting flame. The prudence, 
or rather timoroufnefs, of FrepErick the Wife, 
who avoided every refolute meafure that might be 
adapted to kindle the fire of difcord, had preferved 
a fort of an external union and concord among 
thefe princes, notwith{tanding their difference in 
opinion. But as foon as his fucceffor, by the open 
and undifguifed fteps “he took, made it glaringly 
evident, that he defigned to withdraw the churches 
in his dominions from the jurifdiction of Rome, 
and to reform the doétrine, difcipline, and 
worfhip that had been hitherto eftabhfhed, then 
indeed the fcene changed. The union, which 
was more fpecious than folid, and which 
was far from being well cemented, was diffolved 
of a fudden, the fpirits heated and divided, and an 
open rupture formed between the German princes, 
of whom one party embraced the Reformation, 
and the other adhered to the fuperftitions of their 
forefathers, 

XXIV. Things heing reduced to this violent 
and troubled ftate, the patrons uf popery gave in- 
timations, that were far from being ambiguous, 
of their intention to make war upon the Lutheran 
party, and to fupprefs by force a dod&trine which 
they were incapable of overturning by argument ; 
and this defign would certainly have been put in 
execution, had not the troubles of Europe difcon- 
certed their meafures. ‘The Lutherans, on the 
other hand, informed of thefe hoftile intentions, 
began alfo to deliberate upon the moft effectual 
methods of defeniling themfelves againft fuper- 
ftition armed with violence, and formed the plan 
Ot a confederacy that might anfwer this prudent 
purpofe. In the mean time the diet affembled at 
Spire, in the year 1526, at which Feroinanp, 
the emperor’s brother, prefided, ended in a man- 
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ner more favourable to the friends of the Re- 
formation, than they could naturally expect. The 
empefor’s ambaffadors at this diet were ordered 
to ufe their moft earneft endeavours for the fup- 
preffion of all farther difputes concerning reiigion, 
and to infift upon the rigorous execution of the 
fentence that had been pronounced at Worms 
againft Lurner and his followers. The greateft 
part of the Cerman princes oppofed this motion 
with the utmoft refolution, declaring, that they 
could not execute that fenrernce, nor come to any 
determination with reipect to the doctrines by 
which it had been occafioned, before the whole 
matter was fubmitted to the cognizance of a gene- 
ral council lawfully affembled ; alleging farther, 
that the decifion of controverfies of this nature be- 
Jonged properly to fuch a council, and to it alone. 
This opinion, after long and waim debates, was 
adopted by a great majority, and, at length, con- 
fented to by the whole affembly ; for it was una- 
nimoufly agreed to prefent a lene addiefs to the 
emperor, belecching him to aflemble, without 
delay, a free and a gencral council; und it was 
alfo agreed, that, in the mean time, the princes 
and ftates of the empire fhould, in their refpec- 
tive dominions, be at liberty to manage eccle- 
fiaftical matters in the manner they fhould think 
the moft expedient; yet fo as to be able to give 
to God and to the emperor an account of their 
adminiftration, when it fhould be demanded of 
them, 

XXV. Nothing could be more favourable 
to thofe wha had the caufe of pure and genuine 
Chriftianicy at heart, than a refolution of this 
ature. For the emperor was, at this time, fo 
entirely taken up in regulating the troubled ftate 
of his dominions in Bae Spain, and Italy, 
which exhibited, from day to day, new f{cenes of 
perplexity, that, for fome years, it was not in his 

power 
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power to turn his attention to the affairs of Ger. 
many in general, and ftill lefs to the ftate of ieli- 
gion in particular, which was befet with difficul- 
ties, that, to a political piince like Cuaruts, 
muft have appeared peculiarly critical and dan- 
gerous. Befides, had the emperor really been 
poffefied of leifure to form, or of power to execute, 
a plan that might terminate, in favour of the 
Roman pontif, the religious difputes which reigned 
in Germany, it is evident, that the inclination was 
wanting, and that CLemenT VII., who now fat in 
the papal chair, had nothing to expect from the 
good offices of Cuartes V. For this pontif, after 
the defeat of Francis I., at the battle of Pavia, 
filled with uneafy apprehenfions of the growing 
power of the emperor 1n Italy, entered into a con- 
federacy with the French and the Venetians againft 
that prince. And this meafure inflamed the re- 
fentment and indignation of Cuarurs to tuch a 
degiee, that he abolifhed the papal authority in 
his Spanifh dominions, made war upon the pope 
in Italy, laid fiege to Rome in the year 1527, 
blocked up Cremenr in the cattle of S¢. Angelo, 
and expofed him to the moft fevere and contume- 
lius treatment. ‘Lhefe critical events, together 
with the liberty granted by the diet of Spire, were 
prudently and induftrioufly improved, by the 
friends of the Reformation, to the advantage of 
their caufe, and to the augmentation of their 
number. Several princes, whom the fear of per- 
fecution and punifhment had hitherto prevented 
from lending a hand to the good work, being de- 
livered now from their reftraint, renounced pub- 
licly the fuperftition of Rome, and introduced 
among their fubjects the fame forms of religious 
worfhip, and the fame fyftem of doétrine, that 
been received in Saxony. Others, though 
placed in fuch circumftances as difcouraged them 
from atting in an open manner againft the inte- 
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refts of the Roman pontif, were, however, far from 
difcovering the fmalleft oppofition to thofe who 
withdrew the people from his defootic yoke; nor 
did they sole the private affemblies of thofe who 
had feparated themfelves from the church of Rome. 
And in general, all the Germans, who, before 
thefe refolutions of the diet of Spire, had rejected 
the papal difcipline and dottrine. were now, in 
confequence of the liberty they enjoyed by thefe 
refolutions, wholly employed in bringing their 
fchemes and plans to a certain degree of confilt- 
ence, and in adding vigour and firmnefs to the 
glorious caufe in which they were engaged. In 
the mean time, Lutmer and his fellow-laboureis, 
particularly thofe who were with him at Wittem- 
berg, by their writings, their inftructions, their ad- 
monitions and counfels, infpired the timorous with 
fortitude, difpelled the doubts of the ignorant, 
fixed the principles and refolution of the floating 
and inconftant, and animated all the friends of 
genuine Chriftianity with a fpirit fuitable to the 
grandeur of their undertaking, 

XXXVI, But the tranquillity and liberty they en- 
joyed, in confequence of the refolutions taken in 
the firft diet of Spire, were not of a long duration. 
They were interrupted by a new diet aflembled, 
in the year 1529, in the fame place, by the em- 
peror, after he had appeafed the commotions and 
troubles which had employed his attention in fe- 
veral parts of Europe, and concluded a treaty of 
peace with Clement VII. This prince, having 
now got rid of the burthen that had, for fome 
time, overwhelmed him, had leifure to direc 
the affairs of the church; and this the reformers 
-foon felt, by a difagreeable experience. For the 
power, which had been granted by the former 
diet to every prince, of managing ecclefiaftical 
matters‘ as they thought proper, until the meet- 
ing of a general council, was now revoked by a 

: majority 
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majority of votes; and not only fo, but every CENT. 


change was declared unlawful that fhould be gs 


inuoduced into the doétrine, difcipline, or worfhip 
of the eftabliflied religion, before the determina- 
tion of the approaching council was known [ ran 
‘This decree was juitly confidered as iniquitous and 
intolerable by the elector of Saxony, the landgrave 
of /efz, and the other members of the diet, who 
were perfuaded of the neceffity of a reformation 
in the church. Nor was any of them fo fimple, 
or fo little acquainted with the politics of Rome, 
as to look upon the promifes of affembling 
tpecdily a general council, in any other light, than 
as an artifice to quiet the minds of the people; 
fince it was ealy to perceive, that a lawful council, 
free trom the detpotic influence of Rome, was 
the very laft thing that a pope would giant in 
fuch a critical fituation of affairs. ‘Therefore, 
when the princes and members now mentioned 
found that all their arguments and remonftrances 
aga.nfl chis unjuft decree made no impreffion upon 
Ferdinand [g|, mor upon the abettors of the 
ancient fuperilitions (whom the pope’s legate 
animated by his pretence and exhortations), they 
entered a folemn proteff againtt this decree on the 
igth of Apiil, and appealed to the emperor and to 
a fucure council [6]. Elence arofe the denomi- 


nation 


e> Cf] The refolution of the firt dict of Spire, which had 
been taken raniuaoufh, was revoked im the tecond, and another 
fubitututed in its place by a plac lity of vvit, which, as feveral 
ot the princss, then pretent, obferved, cculd not give to any de- 
cree the force of a law throughout the empire. 

t > (g] The emperor was at Barcelooa, while this diet was 
het! at Spee; fo that his brother Fkrorn 1p was prefident 
in his place. 

ty [4] The princes of the empire, who cntcred this protett, 
and are confequently to be confidered as the firit proteftant 
princes, were Joun elector of Saxony, Georce Aedtor of 
Brandenburg, for Pran.onia, Bexest and Francis dukes of 
Lonenbiag, the landgrave of ifife, and the prince of Anbalt. 
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nation of Protefants, which from this period has 
been given to thofe who renounce the fuperftitious 
communion of the church of Rome. 

XXVH. The diffenting princes, who were 
the protectors and heads of the reformed churches, 
had no fooner entered their prefe/f, than they fent 
proper perfons to the emperor, who was then 
upon his paflage from Spain to Ltaly, to acquaint 
him with their proceedings in chismaecter. The 
minifters, employed in this commiffion, execnted 
the orders they had received with the grezteit re- 
folution and prefence of mind, and behaved with 
the fpirit and firninefs of the princes, whole fen- 
timents and conduc: they were fent to juflify and 
explain. “Phe empeior, whofe pride was wounded 
by chis foititude in perfons that dared to oppofe 
his defigns, ordered thefe ambaffudors to be ap- 
prebended and put under arreft during feveral 
days. The news of this violent flep was foon 
brought to the pioteflant princes, and made them 
conclude that their perfonal fafety, and the fuc- 
cets of their caufe, depended entuely upon their 
courage and concord, the one animated, and the 
other cemented by a folemn confederacy. ‘they, 
therefore, held teveral meetings at Rot, Nurem- 
berg, Smalcald, and other places, in o1der to de- 
iiberate upon the means of forming fuch a power- 
ful league as might enable them to repel the vio- 
lence of their encmies | 7]. But fo different were 


Thefe princes were {econded by thirteen imperial towns, viz. 
Strajburg, Ulu, Nuremberg, Cenjflance, Rottingen, Windjeim, Mem- 
mingen, Nortlingen, Linduw, Kempten, Heiltron, Wifemburg, and 
Sz. Gail, 

[+] See the hiftory of the confeflion of Augflurg, wrote in 
German by the learned Curist. Auc. Saxic. tom. i. book II. 
ch. i. p. 128. and more eipecially another German work of 
Dr. Joacuim Mur rr, entituled, Hiforie von der Evange- 
hifchen Stanie Prateftaiion gegen den Speyerfchen Reschfabjcheid 
won 1529, Appellation, &c. publifhed at Zena im gto, in the 


year 1703. 
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XXVIII. Among the incidents that promoted 
animofity and difcord betweenithe friends of the 





7 


The confes 
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Refo: mation, and prevented that union that was fo Mu purg,ia 


much to be defired between perions embarked in 
the fame good caule, the principal one was the 
difpure that hd arifen between the divines of Saxony 
and switzerland, concerning the manner of Chritt’s 
preience in the eachariff. ‘To terminate this con- 
tioverfy, Paruip, lancrzrave of (Jefe, invited, in 
the year 1529, toa coaference at Marpurg, Lu- 
THER and Zuino.e, together with fome of the 
mivre eminent doctors, who adhered to the re- 
fpedtive parties of thefe contending chiefs. This 
expedient, which wis defizned by that truly mag- 
nanimous prince, not fo much to end the matter 
by keen ckbue, as to accominodate differences 
by the recoucdhing fpirit of charity and prudence, 
was not attuuded with the filutary fiuits that were 
expected from it. Phe divines that were affem- 
bled for this pacific purpofe difputed, during four 
days, in pretence of the landgrave. — Lhe psincipal 
chan.pions in thete debates were Lurnir, who 
attacked OrcoLtampapius, and Merancruon, 
who difputed againft Zuincie; and the contro- 
verfy turned upon feveral points of theology, in 
relation to which the Swifs doctors were fuppofed 
to entvitain erroneous fentiments. kor ZurNGLe 
was accufed of herefy, not only on account of 
his explication of the nature and defign of the 
Lord’s Supper, but alfo in confequence of the 
‘alfe notions he was fuppofed to have adopted, re- 
lating to the divinity of Chrift, the efficacy of the 
divine word, original fin, and fome other parts 
of the Chriftian do@rine. This illuftrious re- 
former cleared himfelf, however, from the greateft 
part of thefe accufations, with the moft triumphant 
evidence, and in fuch a manner as appeared en- 

tirely 


the year 
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tirely fansfactorv, even to Lutuer himfelf. Their 
diffenfion conce:ning the manner of Curist’s pre- 
fence in the eucharift ftill remained; nor could 
either of the contending parties be perfuaded to 
abandon, or even to modify, their opinion of that 
matter [&]. The only advantage, therefore, that 
refulted from this conference, was, that the jarring 
doctors formed a fort of truce, by agreeing to a 
mutual toleration of their refpeétive fentiments, 
and leaving to the difpofal of Providence, and the 
effects of time, which fometimes cools the rage of 
pa ty, the cure of their divifions, 

XXIX. The minifters of the churches, which 
had embraced the fentiments of Lutuer, were 
preparing a new embafly to the emperor, when an 
account was received of a defign formed by that 
prince to come into Germany, with a view to ter- 
minate, in the approaching diet at dug /burg, the 
religious difputes tnat had produced fuch ani- 
mofities and divifions in the empire. CuaR_es, 
though long abfent from Germany, and engaged in 
affairs that left him little kifure for theological 
difquifitions, was neverthelefs attentive to thefe 
difputes, and forefaw their confequences. He 
had alfo, to his own deliberate reflexions upon 
thefe difputes, added the councils of men of 
wifdom, fagactty, and experience, and was thus, 
at certain featons, rendered more cool in his 
proceedings, and more moderate and impartial in 
his opinion both of the contending parties and of 
the merits of the caufe. Ile therefore, in an in- 
terview with the pope at Bologna, infifted, in the 


| 

[4] Vat. Ern. Loescuent furza mo’num inter Lutheranes 
et xeformatos, tom. i. ib. i. cap. v1. p. 143. —-HENR. BuLLin- 
GERI Hifforza Collequrt Marpuigenfic, inJo. Conr. Fuessuin’s 
compilation, intituled, Beytragen zur Scherzer Reformat. Gef- 
chu ate, tom. iit. p.156. See alfo the Py face, p. 8o.—ARr. 
Scuirert aul. Reformat. ad A. 1529.—Ruvo.pu. Hos- 
Pintant Hyfo. Sacramentar. par. IL. p. 72, &e, 
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moft ferious and urgent manner, upon the neceffity C EN T. 
of affembling a general council. His remon- 
ftrances and expoftulations could not, however, 
move CiemMent VII., who maintained with zeal 
the papal prerogatives, reproached the emperor 
with an ill-judged clemency, and alleged that it 
was the duty of that prince to fupport the church, 
and to execute fpeedy vengeance upon the obftinate 
heretical faétion, who dared to call in queftion 
the authority of Rome and its pontif. The em- 
peror was as little affected by this haughty dit- 
courfe, as the pope had been by his wife remon- 
ftrances, and looked upon it as a moft iniquitous 
thing, a meafure alfo in direct oppofition to the 
laws of the empire, to condemn, unheard, and to 
deftroy, without any evidence of then demerit, a 
fet of men, who had always approved themfelves 
good citizens, and had deferved well of their 
country in feveral refpects. Hutherto, indeed, 
it was not ealy for the emperor to form a clear 
idea of the matters in debate, fince there was no 
regular fyftem as yet compoled, of the doctrines 
embiaced Ly Luter and his followers, by which 
their real opinions, and the true caufes of their 
oppofition to the Roman pontif, might be known 
with certainty. As, therefore, it was impoMible, 
without fome declaration of this nature, to ex- 
amine with accuracy, or decide with equity, a 
matter of fuch high importance as that which gave 
rife to the divifions between the votaries of Rome 
and the friends of the Reformation, the elector 
of Saxony ordered Lutuer, and other eminent 
divines, to commit to writing the chief articles of 
their religious fyftem, and the principal points in 
which they differed from the church of Rome. 
Loruer, in compliance with this order, de- 
livered to the elector, at Torgaw, the feventeen 
articles, which had been drawn up and agreed 
On in the conference at Su/zdach in the year 1529; 

and 
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and hence they were called the articles of Torgaw 
{71. Though thefe articles were dcemed by Lu- 


we THER 2 Sufficient declaration of the fentunents of 


The pro- 
prefs ot the 
reformation 
in Sweden, 
about the 
year 1539, 


the reformers, yet it was judged proper to enlarge 
them; and, by a judicious detail, to give perlpi- 
cuity to their arguments, and thereby ttrenzth to 
their caufe. It was this confiderati no that engaged 
the proteftant princes, aflembied at Coburg and 
wiug fourg, to employ MiLancraon in extending 
thefe Articles, in which important work he fhewed 
a due regard to the counfels of Lusuir, and ex- 
preffed bis fentuments and doctine with the gieateft 
elegance and perfpicuity. And thns came forth to 
public view the famous confeffiou of Aug /oburg, which 
did fuch honour to the acute judgn.ent and the 
eloquent pen of Mri. aneruon. 

XXX. During thete naniaQions in Germany, 
the dawn of truth arofe upon othe: nations. Lhe 
light of the reformation fpread irtelf fur and wide ; 
and almoft all the Bu.opean fttotes weicon.ed its 
falutary beains, and exulted in the profpe@t of an 
approaching deliverance from the yoke of tuper- 
ftition and fpiritual defp ulm. Some of the moft 
confiderable provinces 0” Europe hid already broke 
their chains, and openiy withdrawn themfives 
from the difcipline of Rome and the juriun of 
its pontif. And thus it appears that Curmisr v If. 
was not.impelled by a falfe alarm to demand of 
the emperor the fpeedy extupation of the re- 
formers, fince he had the juftcit ;eafois to appre- 
hend the deftruction of fis ghoftly empne. i he 
reformed religion was propagat. } in Sweden, foon 
after Luruer’s rupture with Acme, by one of his 
difciples, whofe name was Oxaus Perar, and who 


[7] See Cor. Auc. Heumannli Dif. de lenitate Anguflane 
Confeff. in Sylloge Differt. 1 beosog car. tom. i. pa 14.— Jo. 
Joacu. Mutter Miforia Protefations ; and the other writers, 
who have treated either of the Reformation in general, or of 
the confeflion of dug /burg in particular. 

was 
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was the firft herald of religious liberty in thar CE NT. 
kingdom. The zealous efforts of this miffionary nba 
were powerfully feconded by that valiant and 
public- fpirited prince, Gustavus Vasa Ericson, 
whom the Swedes had raifed to the throne in the 
place of Curistrern, king of Denmark, whofe 
horrid barbarity loft him the fceptre that he had 
perfidioufly ufurped. This generous and patriotic 
hero had been in exile and in prifon, while the 
brutifh ufurper, now mentioned, was involving 
his country in defolation and mifery; but having 
efcaped from his confinement and taken refuge at 
Lubec, he was there inftruéted in the principles of 
the Reformation, and looked upon the doétrine of 
Louruer, not only as agreeable to the genius and 
fpirit of the Gofpel, but alfo as favourable to the 
temporal ftate and political confutution of the 
Swedifh dominions. ‘The prudence, however, of 
chis excellent prince was equal to his zeal, and ac- 
companied it always. And, as the religious opi- 
nions of the Swedes were in a fluctuating flate, 
and their minds divided between their ancient fu- 
perititions, recommended by cuftom, and the 
do@trine of Lutucr, which attragted their affent 
by the power of conviction and truth, Gustavus 
wifely avoided all vehemence and precipitation in 
fpreading the new doctrine, and proceeded in this 
important undertaking with circumfpection, and‘ 
by degrees, in a manner fuitable to the principles 
of the Reformation, which are diametrically 
oppofite to compulfion and violence [m]. Accord- 
ingly, 
«> [m] This incomparable model of princes gave many 
Proofs of his wifdom and mod.ction. Once, while he was 
abfent from Siockbolm, a great number of German anabaptifts, 
Probably the notous difeiples of Munzer, arrived in that city, 
carried their fanaticifm to the hizhefl eatremities, pulled down 
with fury the images and ovher ornaments of the churches, 
while the Lutherans’ diffemblcd their fentiments of this riot in 
expectation that the form would wrn to their advantage. But 
Gustavus 
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ingly, the firft object of his attention was the 
inftru€tion of his people in the facred doétrines of 
the Holy Scriptures, for which purpofe he invited 
into his dominions feveral learned Germans, and 
fpread abroad through the kingdom the Swedifh 
tranflation of the Bible that had been made by 
Oxaus Perri {z]. Some time after this, in the 
year 1526, he appointed a corference, at Up/al, 
between this eminent reformer and Perer Gat- 
Livs, a zealous defender of the ancient fuperftition, 


‘in which thefe two champions were to plead pub- 


licly in behalf of their refpective opinions, that it 
might thus be feen on which fide the truth 
lay. The difpute, in which Otaus obtained 
a fignal victory, contributed much to confirm 
Gusravus in his perfuafion of the truth of 
Luruer’s doctrine, and to promote the progrefs 
of that doctrine in Sweden. In the year following, 
another event gave the finifhing ftroxe to its 
propagation ard fuccefs, and this was the affem- 
bly of the flates at W’eferaas, where Gustavus 
recommended the doctrine of the reforme:s with 
fuch zeal, wifdom, and piety, that, after warm de- 
bates fomented by the clergy in general, and much 
oppofition on the part of the bifhops in particular, 
it was unanimoufly refolved, that the plan of 
reformation propofed by Lutrxer fhould have 


Gustavus no fooner returned to Svockholm, than he ordered 
the leaders of thele fanatics to be fcized and punifned, and 
covered the Lutherans with bittcr reproaches for not havinz 
oppofed thefe fanatics in time. ; 

ap [2] It is very remarkable, and flews the equity and can- 
dour of Gustavus in the moft friking point of light, that 
while he ordered Oravus to publifh his hteral tranflation of the 
facred writings, he gave permiffion at the fame time to the arch- 
bifhop of Upa/, to prepare another verfion fuited to the doétrine 
of the church of Rome; that, by a carcful comparifon of both 
tranflations with the original, an eafier accefs might be opened 
tothe truth. The bifhops at firft oppofed this order, but were 
at length obliged to fubmit. 


free 
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free admittance among the Swedes{o]. This re- CET. 
folution was principally owing to the firmnefs and gyer. 4, 


maguanimity of GusTravus, who declared pub- 
licly, that he would lay down his fceptre and 
retire from his kingdom, rather than rule a people 
enflaved to the orders and authority of the pope, 
and more controlled by the tyranny of their 
bifhops, than by the laws of their monarch [p]. 
From this time the papal empire in Sweden was 
entirely overturned, and Gustavus declared head 
of the church. 

XXXI. The light of the Reformation was alfo 
received in Denmark, and that fo early as the year 
1521, in confequence of the ardent defire difco- 
vered by Curistian or Curistiern II., of having 


«> [c] It was no wonder indeed that the bifhops oppofed 
warml 7 the propofal of Gustavus, fince there was no country 
in Europe, where that order and the clergy in general drew 
greater temporal advantages from the fuperttition of the times 
than in Saveden and Deamark. The moft of the bifhops had 
revenues fuperior to thofe of the fovereign, they poffeffed 
caftles and fortreffes that rendered them independent on the 
crown, enabled them to excite commotions in the kingdom, 
and gave them a degree of power that was dangerous to the 
Rate. They lived in the moft diffolute luxury and overgrown 
opulence, while the nobility of the kingdom were in mifery 
and want.—The refolution formed by the ftates, affembled at 
Weftercas, did not fo much tend to regulate points of doctrine 
as to reform the difcipline of the church, to reduce the opu- 
lence and authority of the ps within their proper bounds, 
to reftore to the impoverifhed nobility the lands and poffeflions 
that their fuperftitious ‘anceftors had given to an all-devouring 
clergy, to exclude the prelates from the fenate, to take from 
them their caftles, and thinys of that nature. It was however 
refolved at the fame time, that the church fhould be provided 
with able paftors, who fhould explain the pure word of God to 
the people in their native tongue; and that no ecclefiaftical 
preferments thould be granted without the king’s permiffion. 
‘This was a tacit and gentle method of promoting the Refor- 
mation. 

2) Bazit Inventartum Ecclef. Sueco-Gothor. publithed in 4to 
at Lincoping, in 1642.—Scuntetr Annales Evangelti Renovate, 
in Von ver Haat Hiffor. Liter. Reformat. part V. p. 84 et 110. 
—Rarwar, Anecdotes Hit. Pot:tiques et Militaires, tom. i 
partll. p.1, &c. 
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cent. his fubjects inflruéted in the principles and 
es . doérines of Lurnzr. This monarch, whofe 





favage and infernal cruelty (whether it was the 
effect of natural temper, or of bad counfels) 
rendered his name odious and his memory execra-~ 
ble, was neverthelefs defirous of delivering his 
dominions from the fuperftition and tyranny of 
Rome, For this purpofe, in the year 1520, he 
fent for Martin Retwarp, one of the difciples 
of CartostapT, out of Sexeny, and appointed 
him profeffor of divinity at Hafnia; and after his 
death, which happened the year following, he 
invited Cartostapr himfelf to fll that important 
place, which he accepted indeed, but neverthe- 
lefs, after a fhort refidence in Denmark, returned 
into Germany. Thefe difappointments did not 
abate the reforming fpirit of the Danifh monarch, 
who ufed his utmoft endeavours, though in vain, 
to engage Luruer to vific his dominions, and 
took feveral fteps that tended to the diminution, 
and, indeed, to the fuppreffion of the jurifdiction 
exercifed over his fubjeéts by the Roman pontif. 
It is, however, proper to obferve, that in all 
thefe proceedings Curistiern J]. was animated 
by no other motive than that of ambition. It was 
the psofpect of extending his authority, and not a 
zeal for the advancement of true reJigion, thar 
gave life and vigour to his reforming projects. 
His very actions, independently of what may be 
concluded from his known character, evidently 
fhew that he protected the religion of Luruer 
with no other view than to rife by it to fupremacy 
both in church and ftate; and that it might afford 
him a pretext for depriving the bithops of that 
overgrown authority and thofe ample poffeffions 
which they had gradually ufurped [7], and of ap- 

[7] See Jo. Grammii Diff. de Reformatrone Danie a 


Chriffierno tentata, in the third volume of the Scriptores Societ. 
Scitentrar, Hafnienf. p. 1.—90. 
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duced by his avarice, tyranny, and cruelty, pre- 
vented the execution of this bold ial tice The 
States of the kingdom exafperated, fome by the 
{chemes he had laid for deftroying the liberty of 
Denmark, others by his attempts to abolifh the 
fuperftition of their anceftors[r], and all by his 
favage and barbarous treatment of thofe who 
dared to oppofe his avarice or ambition, formed 
a confpiracy againft him in the year 1523, by 
which he was depofed and banifhed from his do- 
minions, and his uncle, Freperic duke of 
Helffein and Slefwic, placed on the throne of Den- 
mark. 

XXXII. This prince condu&ed matters with 
much mcre equity, prudence, and moderation, 
than his predeceffor had done. He permitted the 
proteitant doctors to preach publicly the opinions 
of Lurwer [s], bne did not venture fo far as to 
change the eftablifhed government and difcipline 
of the church. He contributed, however, greatly 
to tne progrefs of the Reformation, by his fuc-~ 
cefsful attcinpts in favour of religious liberty, at 
the affembly of the ftates that was held at Odenfee 
in the year 1527. For it was here that he procured 
the publication of that famous ediét, which de- 
clared every fubject of Denmark free, esther to 
adhere to the tenets of the church of Rome, or to 


[r] See for a confrmation of this part of the accufation, a 
Curious piece, containing the reafons that induced the ftates 
of Deamark to renounce their allegiance to Curistig rx I, 
This piece is to be found wn the fifth volume of Lupgw1o’s 
Compilation, entitled Relzgue MStorum, p. 515. an which 
(p. 334.) the flates of Denmark exprefs their difpleafure at the 
Toyal favour fhown to the Lutherans, in she following terms ; 

utbsrana berefis pullatores, contra jus pittatemque, in 9 ognum 
noftrum catholicum imtroduxit, donorem Caroleftadium, fortifimum 
Luther: atbletam, enutrivit. : 

{1} See Jo. Mourns Cimbria Literate, tom. it. p. 886.— 

akist. Ouvivanss Vita Rash Eha, p. \08.—-Ex1ci Pox- 
FOPPUDARL Annales Ecclifiee Danca, tom. iii. p. 139+ 
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¢ 8 NT embrace the doctrine of Luruer [t]. Encouraged 
$ret. 1, by this refolution, the proteftant divines exercifed 
-—— the functions of their miniftry with fuch zeal and 


fuccefs, that the greateft part of the Danes opened 
their eyes upon the aufpicious beams of facred 
liberty, and abandoned gradually both the 
doétrines and jurifdiction of the church of Rome. 
But the honour of finifhing this glorious work, of 
deftroying entirely the reign of fuperftition, and 
breaking afunder the bonds of papal tyranny, was 
referved for CuristierNn III., a prince equally 
diftinguifhed by his piety and prudence. He 
began by fuppreffing the defpotic authority of the 
bifhops, and by reftoring to their Jawful owners a 
great part of the wealth and poffeffions which the 
church had acquired by the artful ftrcagems of 
the crafty and defigning clergy. This ftep was 
followed by a wife and well-judged fetrlement 
of religious doétrine, difcipline, and worfhip, 
throughout the kingdom, according to a plan laid 
down by BucenHacivus, whom the king had fent 
for from Wittemberg to perform that arduous tafk, 
for which his eminent piety, learning, and mode- 
ration rendered him peculiarly proper. The af- 
fembly of the ftates at Oden/ee, in the year 1539, 
gave a folemn fanétion to all thefe tranfactions ; 
and thus the work of the Reformation was brought 
to perfection in Denmark [x]. 

XXXII. It 


(> [+] Tt was farther added to this edi&, that no perfon 
fhould be molefted on account of his religion, that a royal pro- 
tection fhould be granted to the Lutherans to defend them from 
the infults and malignity of their enemies; and that eccle- 
fiaftics, of whatever rank or order, fhould be permitted to 
enter into the married ftate, and to fix their refidence wherever 
they thought proper, without any regard to monafteries or 
other religious focieties. 

[z] Erict Pontopripani, fee a German work of the 
learned Pontorripan, entitled, 4 Compendious view i, the 
Hiftery of the Reformation in Denmark, publifhed at Lubec in 
8vo, in 17345 as alfo the Annales Ecclefe Danice, Pid 

ie 
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X XXIII. It is however to be obferved, that, in 
the hiftory of the reformation of Sweden and Den- 
mark, we muft carefully diftingnifh between the 
reformation of religious opinions and the reform- 
ation of the epifcopal order. For though thefe 
two things may appear to be clofely connected, 
yet, in reality, they are fo far diftinét, that either 
of the two might have been completely tranfacted 
without the other. A reformation of doétrine 
might have been effected without diminifhing the 
authority of the bifhops, or fuppreffing their 
order; and, on the other hand, the opulence and 
power of the bifhops might have been reduced 
within proper bounds, without introducing any 
change into the fyftem of doétrine that had been 
fo long eftablifhed, and that was generally re- 
ceived {w]. In the meafures taken in thefe 
northern kingdoms, for the reformation of a cor- 
rupt doétrine and a fuperftitious difcipline, there 
was nothing that deferved the fmalleft cenfure: 
neither fraud nor violence were employed for this 
purpofe; on the contrary, all things were con- 
ducted with wifdom and moderation, in a manner 
fuitable to the dictates of equity and the fpirit of 
Chriftianity. The fame judgment cannot ealily 
be pronounced with refpect to the methods of pro- 
ceeding in the reformation of the clergy, and 
more efpecially of the epifcopal order. For here, 


fame author, tom. il. p. 790. tom. ili, p.1.—Henr. MunLivus 
de Reformat. religionts in vrcints Dania regionibus et potiffimum in 
Cumbria, in ejus Differtationibus Hiflorico-Theologicts, p. 24. 
Kile, 1715, in 4to. 

«> [w] This obfervation is not worthy of Dr. Mosneim’s 
fagacity. “The ftrong connexion that there naturally is be- 
tween fuperftitious ignorance among the people, and influence 
and power in their fpiritual rulers, is tun evident to ftand in 
need of any proof, A good clergy will or ought to have an 
influence, in confequence of a refpeétable office adorned with 
learning, piety, and morals; but the power of a licentious and 
defpotic cerey can be only fapported by the blind and fuper- 
fiitious credulity of their flock. 
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c ee T. certainly, violence was ufed, and the bifhops were 
grcr.1. deprived of their honours, privileges, and pof- 





feffions, without their confent; and, indeed, not- 
withftanding the greateft ftruggles and the warmeft 
oppofition [+]. The truth is, that fo far as the 
reformation in Sweden and Denmark regarded the 
privileges and poffeffions of the bifhops, it was 
rather a matter of political expediency than of 
religious obligation; nay, a change here was be- 
come fo neceffary, that, had Luruer and his 
doétrine never appeared in the world, it mutt 
have been neverthelefs attempted by a wife le- 
giflator. For the bifhops, by a variety of perfi- 
qious ftratagems, had got into their hands fuch 


> [x] What does Dr. Mosurim mean here? did ever a 
ufurper give us his unjuf poffeiions without reluctance ? does 
yapine conftitute a right, when it is maintained by force? is it 
unlawful to ufe violence againft extortioners? The queftion 
here is, whether or no the bifhops defeivcd the fevere treat- 
ment they received from Curisriiew IJL.? and our author 
feems to anfwer this queftion in the affirmative, and to declare 
this treatment both juft and neceifary in the following part of 
this fection. Certain itis, that the bifhops were treated with 
great feverity, depofed from their fees, imprifoned on account 
of their refiflance; all the church-lands, towns, and fortrefles, 
annexed to the crown, and the temporal power of the clergy 
for ever abolifhed. It is alfo certain, that Luruer himielf 
looked upon thefe meafures as violent and exceffive, and even 
wrote a letter to CurisT1£ RN, exhorting him to ufe the clergy 
with more lenity. It is therefore proper to decide with mode- 
ration on this fubjeét, and to grant, that, if the infolence and 
Vicentioufnefs of the clergy were enormous, the refentment of 
the Danith monarch may have been exccflive. Nor indeed was 
his political prudence here fo great as Dr. Mosui1 st feems to 
reprefent it; for the equipoife of government was hurt, by a 
total fuppreflion of the power of the bifhops. The nobility 
acquired by this a prodigious degree of influence, aud the 
crown loft an order, which, under proper regulations, might 
have been rendered one of the ftrongeft fupports of its prero- 
gative. But difquifitions of this nature are foreign to our 
purpofe. Itis only proper tc obferve, that, in the room of 
the bifhops, CurisT.2RN created an order of men, with the 
denomination of /uperintendants, who performed the fpiritual 
part of the epifcopal office, without fharing the leaft thadow 
of temporal authority. 
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enormous treafures, fuch ample poffeffions, fo © ¥ NT. 


many cafties and fortified towns, and had affumed 
fuch an unlimited and defpotic authority, that 
they were in a condition to give law to the 
fovereign himielf, co rule the nation as they 
thought proper; and, in effect, already abufed 
their power fo far as to appropriate to themfelves 
a confiderable part of the royal patrimony, and of 
the public revenues of the kingdom. Such there- 
fore was the critical ftate of thefe northern king- 
doms, in the time of Luruer, that it became 
abfolutely neceffary, either to degrade the bifhops 
from that rank which they dithonoured, and to 
deprive them of the greateft part of thofe pof- 
felfions and prerogatives which they had fo un- 
juftly acquired and fo licentioufly abufed, or to 
fee, tamely, royalty rendered contemptible by its 
weaknefs, the fovereign deprived of the means of 
protecting and fuccouring his people, and the 
commonwealth expofed to rebellion, mifery, and 
ruin. 

XXXIV. The kingdom of France was not inac- 
ceffible to the light of the Reformation. Mar- 
GARET queen of Navarre, fifter to Francis I., 
the implacable enemy and perpetual rival of 
Cartes V., was extremely favourable to the 
new doctrine, which delivered pure and genuine 
Chriftianity from a great part of the fuperftitions 
under which it had fo long lain difguifed. The 
aufpicious patronage of this illuftrious princefs 
encouraged feveral pious and learned men, whofe 
religious fentiments were the fame with her’s, to 
propagate the principles of the Reformation in 
France, and even to ere@t feveral proteftant 
churches in that kingdom. It is manifeft from 
the moft authentic records, that, fo early as the 
year 1523, there were, in feveral of the provinces 
of that country, multitudes of perfons, who had 
conceived the utmoft averfion both againft the 
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a T, doctrine and tyranny of Rome, and among thefe, 
8x7. 1. Many perfons of rank and dignity, and even fome 
of the epifcopal order. As their numbers increafed 
from day to day, and troubles and commotions 
were excited in feveral places on account of reli- 
gious differences, the authority of the monarch 
and the cruelty of his officers intervened, to fup- 
port the doctrine of Rome by the edge of the fword 
and the terrors of the gibbet; and or. this occafion 
many perfons, eminent for their piety and virtue, 
were put to death with the moft unrelenting bar- 
barity [y]. This cruelty, inftead of retarding, 
accelerated rather the progrefs of tne Reforma- 
tion. It is neverthelefs true, that, under the 
reign of Francis I., the reftorers of genuine 
Chriftianity were not always equally fuccefsful and 
happy. Their fituation was extremely uncertain, 
and it was perpetually changing. Sometimes they 
feemed to enjoy the aufpicious fhade of royal pro- 
tection; at others they groaned under the weight 
of perfecution, and at certain feafons they were 
forgot, which oblivion rendered their condition 
tolerable. Francis, who had either no religion 
at all, or, at beft, no fixed and confiftent fyftem 
of religious principles, conducted himfelf towards 
the proteftants in fuch a manner as anfwered his 
private and perfonal views, or as reafons of policy 
and a public intereft feemed to require. When it 
became neceffary to engage in his caufe the 
German proteftants, in order to foment fedition 
and rebellion againft his mortal enemy Cuarues V., 
then did he treat the proteftants in France with 
the utmoft equity, humanity, and gentlenefs ; 
but fo foon as he had gained his point, and had 
no more occafion for their fervices, then he threw 





([y] See Bezu, Hifloire des Eghjes Reformées de France, tom. i. 
livr.i. p. §.— Bawor't, Heftosre del’Edit de Nantes, livr.i, p. 6. 
—Curist. Auc. Saric. Hifor. Auguft. Confeffion, vol. ii. 
p. 190. 
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off the mafk, and appeared to them in the afpeét c EN T. 


of an implacable and perfecuting tyrant [z]. 
About this time the famous Carvin, whofe 
character, talents, and religious exploits, we fhall 
have occafion to dwell upon more amply in the 
courfe of this hiftory, began to draw the attention 
of the public, but more efpecially of the queen 
of Navarre. He was born at Noyon in Picardy, 
on the roth of July 1509, and was bred up to 
the law [a], in which, as well as in all the other 
branches of literature, then known, his ftudies 
were attended with the moft rapid and amazing 
fuccefs. Having acquired the knowledge of re- 
Neion, by a diligent perufal of the holy fcriptures, 
he began early to perceive the neceffity of re- 
forming the eftablifhed fyftem of doctrine and 
worfhip. His zeal expofed him to various perils, 
and the connexions he had formed with the friends 
of the Reformation, whom Francis I. was daily 
committing to the flames, placed him more than 
once in imminent danger, from which he was de- 
livered by the good offices of the excellent queen 


« [=] The inconfiftency and contradiétion that were vifi- 
ble in the conduct of Frawcis I. may be attributed to various 
reafons. At one time, we fee him refolved to invite Me- 
LANCTHON into France, probably with a view to pleafe his 
fifter the queen of Navarre, whom he loved tenderly, and who 
had ftrongly imbibed the principles of the proteftants. At 
another time, we behold him exercifing the moft infernal 
cruelty towards the friends of the Reformation, and hear him 
making that mad declaration, that, if he thought the blood in 
bis arm was tainted with the Lutheran herefy, he would have it 
cut off; and that he would not fpare even his own children, if 
they entertained Jentiments contrary to thofe of the catholic church. 
See Fror. pe Remonp, Hif. de la Naiffance et du Progres de 
! Herefie, ivr. vii. 

(> [a] He was originally defigned for the church, and had 
a€tuaily obtained a benefice: but the light that broke in upon 
his religious fentiments, as well as the preference given by his 
father to the profeffion of the law, induced him to give up his 
ecclefiaftic vocation, which he afterwards refumed in a purer 
church. 
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ef Navarre. To efcape the impending ftorm, he 
retired to Bafil, where he published ins Chrifian 
inftitutions; and prefixed to them that famous 
dedication to Francis I. which has attracted 
univerfally the admiration of fucceeding ages, 
and which was defigned to foften the unrelenting 
fury of that prince, againft the proteftants [4]. 
XXXV. The inftances of an oppofition to the 
doétrine and difcipline of Rowe in the other Euro- 
pean ftates, were few in number, before the diet 
of Aug/burg, and were too faint, imperfect, and 
ambiguous to make much noife in the world. Ir, 
however, appears from the moft authentic tefli- 
monies, that, even before that peiiod, the 
doétrine of Luter had made a confiderable, 
though perhaps a fecret, progrefs in Spain, Hun- 
gary, Bobemia, Britain, Foland, and the Nether- 
fands, and had, in all thefe countries, many friends, 
of whom feveral repaired to Wittemberg, to im- 
prove their knowledge and enlarge their views 
under fuch an eminent mafter. Some of thefe 
countries openly broke afunder the chains of fi- 
perftition, and withdrew ‘themfelves, in a public 
and con{titutional manner, from the jurifdiction 
of the Roman pontif. In others, a prodigious 
number of families received the light of the bleffed 
Reformation, reyeGled the doétrines and authority 
of Rowe; and, notwithftanding the calamities and 
perfecutions they have fuffered, on account of 
their fentiments, under the {ceptre of bigotry and 


> [4] This paragraph, relating to Carvin, is added to 
Dr. Moswerm’s text by the tranflator, who was furprized to 
find, in a Hiftory of the Reformation, fuch late mention made 
of one of its moft difinguifhed and remarkable inftruments; a 
man whofe extenfive genius, flowing eloquence, immenfe 
learning, extraordinary penetraion, indefatigable induftry, 
and fervent piety, placed him at the head of the reformers; all 
of whom he furpaffed, at leaft, in learning and parts, as he 
alfo did the moft of them, in obflinacy, afperity, and turbu- 
lence. 


fuperftition, 
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fuperftition, continue {till in the profeffion of the c Em ft. 
pure doétrine of Chriftianity ; while in other, ftill , *¥" . 
more unhappy, lands, the moft barbarous tortures, ————=. 
the moft infernal fpirit of cruelty, together with 

penal laws adapted to ftrike terror into the firmeft 

minds, have extinguifhed, almoft totally, the 

light of religious truth. It is, indeed, certain, 

and the Roman catholics themfelves acknowledge 

it without hefitation, that the papal doctrines, 
jurifdiction, and authority, would have fallen into 

ruin in all parts of the world, had not the force 

of the fecular arm been employed to fupport this 
tottering edifice, and fire and {word been let loofe 

upon thofe who were affailing it only wich reafon 

and argument. 





CHAP. Il. 


The Hiftory of the Reformation, from the time that 
the confefion of Augfburg was prefented to the 
emperor, until the commencement of the war which 
Succeeded the league of Smalcald. 


I. Cee V. arrived at 4ugfourg the 15th Thecon- 
of June 1530, and on the 2oth day of (77) of 
the fame month, the diet was opened. As it was pretented to 
unanimoufly agreed, that the affairs of religion “bY 
fhould be brought upon the carpet before the de- 
liberations relating to the intended war with the 
Turks, the proteffant members of this great affem- 
bly received from the emperor a formal permif- 
fion to prefent ta the diet, on the 25th of June, 
an account of their religious principles and te- 
nets. In confequence of this, CurisTian Bayer, 
chancellor of Saxony, read, in the German lan- 
guage, in prefence of the emperor and the affem- 
bled princes, the famous confeffion, which has been, 
fince 
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confeffion of Aug urg. The princes heard it with 
eh Nie aecaton and recollection of mind ; 
it confirmed fome 1n the principles they had em- 
braced, furprifed others, and many, who, before 
this time, had little or no idea of the religious 
~ fentiments of Luruer, were now not only con- 
vinced of their innocence, but were, moieover, 
delighted with their purity and fmphcity. The 
copies of this confeffion, which, after being read, 
were delivered to the emperor, were figned and 
fubfcribed by Joun, elector of Saxony, by foir 
princes of the empire, GzorGE, marquis of B- an- 
denburg, Ernest, duke of Lunenburg, P. 1p, 
landgrave of Heffe, Wourcane, prince of anhalt, 
and by the imperial cities of Nuremburg and Reut- 
lingen, who all thereby folemnly declared their 
aflent to the doctrines contained 1n it [c}. 


Thenature IJ. The tenor and contents of the confeffion of 
andcontents yg (burg are well known; at leaft, by all who 


of the cons 
feflion of 


Bug fourg. 


have the fmalleft acquaintance with ecclefiaftical 
hiftory ; fince that confeffion was adopted by the 
whole body of the protefants as the rule of their 
faith. The ftyle that reigns in it is plain, elegant, 
grave, and perfpicuous, fuch as becomes the na- 
ture of the fubject, and fuch as might be expected 
from the admirable pen of Meztanctuoon. The 
matter was, undoubtedly, fupplied by Lurner, 
who, during the diet, refided at Coburg, a town 


(c]_There is a very voluminous hiftory of this diet, which 
was publithed in the year 1577, in folzo, at Francfort on Oder, 
by the laborious Gzorce CeLesrinr. The hiftory of the 
Confeffion of Augfrurg was compofed, in Latn, by Davip 
Cuytr#us, and more recently, in German, by Ean. 
Sorom, Cyprian and Curistopuer Auc.SaLic. The 
performance of the latter is rather, indeed, a hiftory of the Re. 

JSormation in general, than of the Confeffion of Aug fburg in par- 
ticular. That of Cyprian is more concife and elegant, and 
is confirmed by original pieces, which aie equally authentic and 
curious. 
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in the neighbourhood of Aug/burg ; and, even the c EN T. 
form it received from the eloquent pen of his col- 5%") 5, 
league, was authorifed in confequence of his appro- ————-« 


bation and advice. This confeffon contains twen- 
ty-eight chapters, of which the greateft part [d] 
are employed in reprefenting, with perfpicuity 
and truth, the religious opinions of the protef- 
tants, and the reft in pointing out the errors and 
abufes that’ occafioned their feparation from the 
church of Rome [e]. 
III. The creatures of the Roman pontif, who The Roman 


1 1 : Catholics ate 
were prefent at this diet. employed JoHn FaBer, (occ. 


afterwards bifhop of Vienna, together with EcKIuS futanon of 
and another deétor, named CocHiaus, to draw tees 


fon ot 


up a refutation of this famous confeffion. This uig/urg. 
pretended refutation having been read publicly in 
the affembly, the emperor demanded of the pro- 
teftant members that they would acquiefce in it, 
and put an end to their religious debates by an 
unlimited fubmiffion to the doctrines and opinions 
contained in this anfwer. But this demand was 


{@] Twenty-one chapters were fo employed; the other 
feven contained a detail of the errors and tuperftitions of the 
church of Rome. 

&> [c] It is Proper to obferve here, that, while the Lu- 
therans prefented their Confeffon to the diet, another excellent 
Remonfrance of the fame nature was addreffed to this auguft 
aflemb'y by the cities of Strafburg, Conffance, Mem:nagen, and 
Lindaw, which had rejected the errors and jurifdittion of 
Rome, but did not enter into the Lutheran league, becaufe they 
adopted the opinions of Zurnave in relation to the eucharift, 
The declaration of thefe four towns (which was called the 
Tetrapolttan Confeffon, on account of their number) was drawn 
up by the excellent Martin Bucer, aud was confidered as a 
matterpiece of reafoning and eloquence, not only by the pro- 
teftants, but even by feveral of the Roman-catholics; and 
among others by Mr. Dupin. Zurneve alfo fent to this 

et 2 private confeffion of his religious opinions. It is how- 
ever remarkable, that though Bucer compofed a feparate Re- 
monfirance, yet his name appears among the fubfcribers at 
Smalcald, in the year 1537, to the confeflion of Aug farg, 
and to MzLancton’s defence of it. P 
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fat from being complied with. The proteftants 
declared, on the contrary, that they were by no 
means fatisfied with the reply of their adverfaries, 
and earneftly defired a copy of it, that they might 
demonftrate more fully its extreme infufficiency 
and weaknefs. This reafonable requeft was re- 
fufed by the emperor, who, on this occafion, as 
well as on feveral others, fhewed more regard to 
the importunity of the pope’s legate and his party, 
than to the demands of equity, candour, and 
juftice. He even interpofed his fupreme 
authority to fufpend any further proceeding in 
this matter, and folemnly prohibited the publi- 
cation of any new writings or declarations that 
might contribute to lengthen out thefe religious 
debates. This, however, did not reduce the pro- 
tefants to filence. The divines of that commu- 
nion, who had been prefent at the diet, endea- 
voured to recollect the arguments and objections 
employed by Fazrr, and had again recourfe 
to the pen of Merztanctuon, who refuted 
them, in an ample and fatisfaétory manner, ina 
learned piece that was prefented to the emperor 
on the 22d of September, but which that prince 
refufed to receive. This an/wer was afterwards 
enlarged by Merancruon, when he had ob- 
tained a copy of Faser’s reply, and was pub- 
lished in the year 1531, with the other pieces 
that related to the dottrine and difcipline of the 
Lutheran church, under the title of 4 defence of 
the confeffion of Aug/burg. 

IV. There were only three ways left of bring- 
ing to a conclufion thefe religious differences, 
which, it was, in reality, moft difficult to recon- 
cile. The firft and the moft rational method was, 
to grant to thofe who refufed to fubmit to the 
dottrine and jurifdiétion of Rome, the liberty of 
following their private judgment in matters of 
a religious nature, the privilege of ferving God 

according 
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all this in fuch a manner that the public tranquil- 
lity fhould not be difturbed. The fecond, and, 
at the fame time, the fhorteft and moft jniqui- 
tous expedient, was to end thefe diffenfions by 
military apoftles, who, fword in hand, fhould 
force the proteftants to return to the bufom of the 
church, and to court the papal yoke, which they 
had fo magnanimoufly thrown off their necks. 
Some thought of a middle way, which lay equal- 
ly remote from the difficulties that attended the 
two methods now mentioned, and propofed that 
4 reconciliation fhould be made upon fair, candid, 
and equitable terms, by engaging each of the con- 
tending parties to temper their zeal with mode- 
ration, to abate reciprocally the rigour of their 
pretenfions, and remit fome of their refpective 
claims. This method, which feemed agieeable 
to the dictates of reafon, charity, and juftice, was 
highly approved of by feveral wife and good men, 
on both fides; but it was ill-fuited to the arro- 
gant ambition of the Roman pontif, and the fu- 
peiftitious ignorance of the times, which beheld 
with horror, whatever tended to introduce the 
{weets of religious liberty, or the exeicife of pri- 
vate judgment. The fecond method, even the 
ufe of violence, and the terrors of the fword, was 
more agreeable to the fpirit and fentiments of the 
age, and was peculiarly fuited tu the defpotic ge- 
mius and fanguine counfels of the court of Rome; 
but the emperor had prudence and equity enough 
to make him reject it, and it appeared fhocking 
to thofe who were not loft to all fentiments of juf- 
tice or moderation. The third expedient was 
therefore moft generally approved of ; it was pe- 
culiarly agreeable to all who were zealous for the 
interefts and tranquillity of the empire, nor did 
the Roman pontit feem to look upon it either 
with averfion or contempt. Hence various con- 
é ferences 
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ferences were held between perfons of eminence, 
piety, and learning, who were chofen for that 
purpofe from both fides, and nothing was omitted 
that might have the leaft tendency to calm the 
animofity, heal the divifions, and unite the hearts 
of the contending parties {/]; but all to no pur- 
pofe, fince the difference between their opinions 
was too confiderable, and of too much impor- 
tance, to admit of a reconciliation. It was in 
thefe conferences that the fpirit and character of 
MELANCTHON appeared in their true and genuine 
colours; and it was here that the votaries of 
Rome exhaufted their efforts to gain over to their 
party this pillar of the Reformation, whofe abi- 
lities and virtues added fuch a luftre to the pro- 
teftant caufe. This humane and gentle fpirit 
was apt to fink into a kind of yielding foftnefs 
under the influence of mild and generous treat- 
ment. And, accordingly, while his adverfaries 
foothed him with fair words and flattering pro- 
mifes, he feemed to melt as they fpoke, and, in 
fome meafure, to comply with their demands: 
but when they fo far forgot themfelves as to make 
ufe of imperious language and menacing terms, 
then did MerancTuon appear in a very different 


t> [/] As in the confeffion of Aug /urg there were three 
forts of articles, one fort orthodox, and adopted by both 
fides; another that confifted of certain propofitions, which 
the papal party confidered as ambiguous and obf{cure ; and a 
third, in which the doctrine of Lutuer was entirely oppofite 
to that of Rome; this gave fome reafon to hope that, by the 
means of certain conceffions ,and modifications, conduéted 
mutually by a fpirit of candour and charity, matters might be 
accommodated at laft. For this purpofe, fele& perfons were 
appointed to carry on this falutary work, at firft feven from - 
each party, confifting of princes, lawyers, and divines, which 
number was afterwards reduced to three. Lut uzr’s obftinate, 
ftubborn, and violent temper, rendering him unfit for healing 
divifions, he was not employed in thefe conferences, but he 
was conftantly confulted by the proteftant party; and it was 
with a view to this that he refided at Coburg. 


point 
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point of lights then a fpirit of intrepidity, ardor, c & NT, 
and independence animated all his words and ac- ,.*¥" , 
tions, and he looked down with contempt on the 

threats of power, the frowns of fortune, and the 

fear of death. The truth is, that, in this great 

and good man, a foft and yielding temper was 

joined with che moft inviolable fidelity, and the 

moft invincible attachment to the truth. 

V. This reconciling method of terminating the The refute 
religious debates, between the friends of liberty Bee. 
and the votaries of Rome, proving ineffectual, the 
latter had recourfe to other meafures, which were 
fuited to the iniquity of the times, though they 
were equally difavowed by the dictates of reafon 
and the precepts of the gofpel. Thefe meafures 
were, the force of the fecular arm, and the autho- 
rity of imperial edicts. On the 1gth day of No- 
vember, a fevere decree was iffued out, by the 
exprefs order of the emperor, during the abfence 
of the Heffian and Saxon princes, who were the 
chief fupporters of the proteftant caufe; and, in 
this decree, every thing was manifeflly adapted to 
deject the fitends of religious libe.ty, if we except 
a faint and dubious promife of enzaging the pope 
to aflemble (in about fix months after the fepara- 
tion of the diet) a general council. The dignity 
and excellence of the papal religion are extolled, be- 
yond meafure, in this partial decree, a new decree 
of feverity and force added to that which had been 
publifhed at Worms againft Lutuer and his adhe- 
rents; the changes that had been introduced into 
the doctrine and difciBline of the proteftanr 
churches, feverely ceafured; and a folemn order 
addreffed to the princes, itates, and cities, that 
had thrown off the papal yoke, to return to their 
duty and their allegiance to Rome, on pain of in- 
curring the indignation and vengeance of the em- 

ou. IV, H peror, 
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CENT. peror,; as the patron and protector of the 
oX”* , chureh [g]. 

VI. No fooner were the elector of Saxony and 

The leseue the confederate princes informed of this deplora- 

* ble iffue of the diet of 4ug/burg, than they aflem- 

bled in order to deliberate upon the meafures that 

were proper to be taken on this critical occafion. 

In the year 1530, and the year following, they 

met, firft at Smaleald, afterwards at Francfort, and 

formed a folemn alliance and confederacy, with 

the intention of defending vigoroufly their reli- 

gion and liberties againft the dangers and en- 

croachments with which they were menaced by 

the edict of Aug /burg, without attempting, how- 

ever, any thing, properly fpeaking, offenfive 

againft the votaries of Rome. Into this confede- 

racy they invited the kings of England, France, 

and Denmark, with feveral other repubsics and 

ftates, and left no means unemployed that might 

tend to corroborate and cement this important 

alliance [4]. Amidft thefe emotions and prepa- 

rations, 





t& [g]'To give the greater degree of weight to this edit it 
was refolved, tht no judge, who refufed to approve and fub- 
feribe its contents, thould be admitted into the imperial chain- 
ber of Spere, which is the fupreme court in Germany. The 
emperor alfo and the popifh princes“engaged themfelvcs to em- 
ploy their united forces in oider to maintain its authority, and 
to promote its execution. 

[4] Luruer, who at firft feemed averfe to this confe- 
deracy, from an appiehenfion of the calamities and troubles it 
might produce, perceiving at length its neceflity, confented 
toit; but, uncharitably, as well as imprudently, refufed com- 
prehending in it the followers of Zuinc iy ameng the Swifs, 
together with the German flates or cities, which had adopted 
‘the fentiments and confeffion of Bucer. And yet we find 
that the citics of Ui and dug fburg had embraced the Refor- 
mation on the principles of Zvine61 £.—In the invitation ad- 
dreffed to Henry VIN. kirg of England, whom the confede- 
rate princes were willing to declare the head and proteétor of 
their league, the following things were exprefsly fipulated 
among feveral others: «x. That the king fhould encourage, 
promote, and maintain the true dotrine of Curis, as it was 

contained: 
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rations, which portended an approaching rupture, ¢ ENT. 
the elector Palatine, and the elector of Mentz, 5,%'; 


9 


« he 


offered their mediation, and endeavoured to re. — a0 


concile the contending princes. With refpec to 
the emperor, various reafons united to turn his 
views towards peace. For, on the one hand, he 
ftood in need of fuccours againft the Turk, which 
the proteftant princes refufed to grant as long as the 
ediéts of Worms and Aug flurg remained in force ; 
and, on the other, the election of his brother Frr- 
DINAND to the dignity of king of the Romans, 
which had been concluded by a majority of votes, 


contained in the confeffion of Aug furg, and defend the 
fame at the next general council ;—that he fhould not agiee to 
any council! fummoned by the bifhop of Rome, but protet 
againit it, and neither fcbmit to its decrees, nor faffer them 
to be refpected in his dontinions ;—that he fhould never allow 
the Roman pontif to have any pre-eminence or jurifdifion in 
his dominions ;—that he fhould advance 100,000 crowns for 
the ufe of the confederacy, and double that fum if it became 
neceffary ; all which articles the confederate princes were ob. 
liced equally to obferve-on their part. To thefe demands the 
king anfvered, immediately, in a manner that was not fatisfac- 
tory. He declared, that he would maintain and promote the 
tue doctrine of Curist; but, at the fame time, as the 
true ground of that doétrine lay onlv in the Holy Scripture, he 
would not acecpt, at any one’s hand, what fhould be his faith, 
or that of his kingdoms, and therefore defired they would fend 
over leaned men to cunfer with him, in order to promote a 
religious union between him and the confederates. He more. 
over declared himfelf of their opinion with refpect to the 
meeting of a free general council, promifed to join with them, 
in all fuch councils, for the defence of the true doétrine ; but 
thought the regulation of the ceremapial part of religion, 
being a matter of indifference, ought to be left to the choice 
oy each fovereign for his owndominions. After this, the king 
gave them a fecond anfwer more full and fatisfaGtory ; but 
upon the fall of queen ANNE, this neguciation came to no- 
thing. On the one hand, the king grew cold, when he per- 
ceived that the confederates could, be‘of no longer fervice jo 
him in fupporting the validity of his marriage; and, on the 
other, the German princes were fenfible that they could never 
fucceed with Hzway, unlefs they would allow him an abfolute 
diGatorhhip in matters of religion. 

Hie at 
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cE NT. at the diet of Cologw, in the year 1531, was con- 
sre 1, tefted by the fame princes as contrary to the fun- 
damental laws of the empire. 
The peace VII. In this troubled ftate of affairs many pro- 
oe jets of reconciliation were propofed; and, after 
; various negociations, a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded at Nuremberg, in the year 1532, between 
the emperor and the proteftant princes, on the 
following conditions ; that the latter fhould fur- 
nifh a fubfidy for carrying on the war againft the 
Turk, and acknowledge Ferpinanp lawful king 
of the Romans ; and that the emperor, on his part, 
fhould abrogate and annul the edidls of Worms 
and Aug/burg, and allow the Lutherans the free 
and unmolefted exercife of their religious doétrine 
and difcipline, until a rule of faith was fixed 
either in the free general council that was to be 
affembled in the fpace of fix months, or in a diet 
of the empire. The apprehenfion of an approach- 
ing rupture was fcarcely removed by this agree- 
ment, when Joun, elector of Saxovy, died, and 
was fucceeded by his fon Joun FREDERICK, a 
prince of invincible fortitude and magnanimity, 
whofe reign was little better than a continued 
{cene of difappointments and calamities. 





A council VIII. Lhe religious truce, concluded at Nu- 
rat  remberg, in{pired with new vigour and refolution 


all the friends of the reformation, It gave ftrength 
to the feeble, and perfeverance to the bold. En- 
couraged by it, thofe who had been hitherto only 
fecret enemies to the Roman pontif, fpurned now 
his yoke publicly, and refufed to iubmit to his 
imperious jurifdiction. This app-ars from the va- 
rious cities and provinces in Germany, which, 
about this time, boldly enlifted themfelves under 
the religious ftandards of Luruer. On the other 
hand, as all hope of terminating the religious de- 
bates that divided £urope was founded in the 
meeting of the general council, which had been 

fo 
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FOR; 


fo folemnly promifed, the emperor renewed his c EN T. 


earneft requefts to Crement VII., that he would 
haften an event that was expected and defired with 
fo much impatience. The pontif, whom the 
hiftory of paft councils filled with the moft uneafy 
and difcouraging apprehenfions, endeavoured to 
retard what he could not, with any decency, ab- 
folutely refufe [7]. He formed innumerable pre- 
texts to put off che evil day; and his whole con- 
dué& evidently fhewed, that he was more defirous 
of having thefe religious differences decided by 
the force of arms, than by the power of argument. 
He indeed, in the year 1§33, made a propofal, 
by his legate, to affemble a council at Afentua, 
Piacentia, or Bologna ; but the proteftants refuled 
their confent to the nomination of an Italian coun- 
cil, and infifted, that a controverfy, which shad 
its rife in the heart of Germany, thould be decided 
within the limits of the empire. The pope, by 
his ufual artifices, eluded his own promife, dif- 
appointed their expectations, and was cut off by 
death, in the year 1534, in the midft of his ftra- 
tagems [4]. 

IX. His tucceffor Paut IT]. feemed to thew 
lefs relu€tance to the affembling a general coun- 
cil, and appeared even difpofed to comply with 
the defires of the emperor in that refpect. Ac- 
cordingly, in the year 1535, he exprefied his in- 
clination to convoke one at Mantua; and, the 


& [/] Befides the fear of feeing his authority diminifhed 
by a general council, another reafon engaged Cuemenr VII. 
to avoid an affembly of that nature ; for being confcious of 
the illegitimacy of his birth, as Fr ao Pauto obferves, he had 
ground to fear that the Cotonnas, or his other enemies, 
might plead this circumftance before the council, as a reafon 
for his exclufion from the pontificate ; fince it might be well 
queRioned, whether a éaffard could be a pope, though it is 
known, from many irftances, that a profligate may. 

[4] See an ample accouat of every thing relative to this 
ei in Fra. Pauxo’s Hifory of the Council of Trent, 
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year following, atnally fent circular letters for 
that purpofe through all the kingdoms and ftates 
under his jurifdiction [7]. The proteftants, on 
the other hand, fully perfuaded, that, in fuch a 
council [m], all things would be carried by the 
votaries of Rome, and nothing concluded but what 
fhould be agieeable to the fentiments and ambi- 
tion of the pontif, affembled at Smalca/d in the 
year 1537. And there they protefted folemnly 
againft fuch a partial and corrupt council as that 
which was convoked by Pau III.; but, at the 
fame time, had a new /ummary of their doctrine 
‘drawn up by Lutuer, in order to prefent it to 
the afflembled bifhops, if it was required of them. 
This fummary, which was diftinguifhed by the 
title of the Jérticles of Smalcald, is generally joined 
with the creeds and confeffions of the Lutheran 
church. 

X. During thefe tranfaGtions, two remarkable 
events happened, of which the one was moft de- 
trimental to the caufe of religion in general, to 
that of the Reformation in particular, and pro- 
duced, in Germary, civil tumults and commo- 
tions of the moft horrid kind; while the other 
was mote falutary in its confequences and effects, 
and ftruck at the very root of the papal authority 
and dominion. ‘lhe former of thefe events was 


> [7] This council was fummoned, by Paut III., to af- 
femble at Murra, on the 23d of May, 1537, by a bull iffued 
out the 2d ot June of the preceding year, Several obftacles 
prevented its mecting. Fredeick, duke of Mantua, was not 
much inchned to receive at once fo many guefts, and fome of 
them turbulent ones, into the place of his refidence. 

oo {w) That is, in a council afiembled by the authority of 
the pope alone, and thar alfo in /ta/y; two ciycumftances that 
muft haye greatly contributed to give Pay. IJ. an undue in- 
fluence in that affembly. The proteftants maintained, that 
the emperor aud the other Chriftian princes of Europe had a 
right to be authoritatrvely concerned in calling a general coun- 
cil; and that fo much the more, as the Roman pontif was 
evidently one of the parties in the prefent debate. 


a new 
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a new fedition, kindled by a fanatical and out- cF NT. 


rageous mob of the anabaptifts; and the latter, ., 


the rupture between Henry VIII. king of Exg- 
land, and the Roman pontif, whofe junfdiction 
and fpiricual fupremacy were publicly renounced 
by that rough and refolute monarch. 

In the year 1533, there came to A¢unffer, a 
city in Weffpbhalia, a certain number of anabaprifts, 
who furpaffed the reft of that fanatical tribe in the 
extravagance of their proceedings, the frenzy of 
their difordered brains, and the madnefs of their 
pretenfions and projects. They gave themfelves 
out for the meffengers of heaven, invefted with a 
divine commiffion to lay the foundations of a new 
ecvernment, a holy and fpiritual empre, and to 
deftroy and overturn all temporal rule and autho- 
rity, all human and political inflitutions. Having 
turned all things into confufion and uproar in the 
city of Munfter by this feditious and extravagant 
declaration, they began to erect a new republic [7], 
conformable to their abfurd and chimerical notions 
of religion, and committed the adminiftration of 
it to Jom Bockuour, ataylor by profeffion, and 
a native of Leyden. Their reign, however, was 
of a fhort duration; for, in the year 1525, the 
city was befieged and taken by the bifhop of 
Munjter, affitted by other German princes; this 
fanatical king and his wrong-headed affociates 
put to death in the moft terrible and ignominious 
manner, and the new hierarchy deftroyed with its 
furious and extravagant founders. This diforderly 
and outrageous conduct of an handful of anabap- 
tifis, drew upon the whole body heavy marks of 
cifpleafure from the greateft part of the European 
princes, The fevereit laws were enacted againft 
them for the fecond time, in confequence of which 
the innocent and the guilty were involved in the 


_{#] This fanatical eftablitiment they difftinguifhed by the 
title of the New Jerufalem. 
H 4 fame 


XVI 
cy. IT. 





¥O4 


CENT. 
xvr. 
Stier. I 





Great Brie 
tain re- 
nounces the 
fpiritua) ju- 
rifdiétion 
and fupre- 
macy of the 
Roman pon- 
e 


Tbe History of the Rerormation. 


fame terrible fate, and prodigious numbers de- 
voted to death in the moft dreadful forms [0]. 

XI. The pillars of papal defpotifm were at this 
time '‘fhaken in England by an event, which, at 
firft, did not feem to promife fuch important 
confequences. Henry VIII., a prince who in 
vices and in abilities was furpafied by none who 
fwayed the fceptre in this age, and who, in the 
beginning of thefe religious troubles, had oppofed 
the doétrine and views of LLuTHer with the utmoft 
vehemence, was the principal agent in this great 
revolution [p]. Bound in the chains of matrimony 
to Catuarine of Avragon, aunt to Cuarves V., 
but, at the fame time, captivated by the charms 
of an illuftrious virgin, whofe name was ANNA 
Boteyn, he ardently defired to be divorced from 
the former, that he might render lawful his paffion 
for the latter [7]. For this purpofe, he addreffed 

himfelf 


[co] Hermann: HamMetmannr Hiforia Ecclef. renats 
Evangel: per infercoren Saxonam et 1 fiphal. part IL. p. 1196. 
opp.—Di Printz Specimen Hiftorie Analapt. c. 4, 1, Mu. 


i a This £& was, in procefs of time, confiderably reformed 
by the minitry of two Frieflanders, Un no and Mrnnon, who 
purificd it from the enthofiaftic, fiditicus, and atrocious prur- 
ciples of its firft founders, as will be feen in the progrefs of 
this hiftory. 

«¥ (p] Among the various portraits that have been given 
by hiftorians of Henry VIII., there is none that equals the 
mafterly one drawn by Mr. Hume, in his Hifory of Englands 
under the houfe of T'ypor. This great painter, whofe 
colouring, in other fubjects, is fometimes more artful 
than accurate, has catched from nature the ftriking lines 
of Henry’s motley character, and thrown them into a compo- 
fition, in which they appear with the preateit truth, fet out 
with all the powers of expreffion. 

«> [g] From Dr. Mosweim’s manner of exprefling himfelf, 
an uninformed reader might be led to conclude, that the charms 
of Axnwa Bozrgeyn were the only motive that engaged Hanry 
to diffolve his marriage with CaruHarine. But this reptefen- 
tation of the matter is not accurate. The king had entertained 
fcruples concerning the legitimacy of his marriage, before his 
acquaintance with the beautiful and unfortunate Anna. sae 

veriant 
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himfelf to the Roman pontif Ciremznr VIL, in CENT. 
order to obtain a diffolution of his marriage with sre. 1, 
Caruarine, alleging, that a principle of reli. ————— 


gion reftrained him from enjoying any longer the 
{weets of connubial love with that princefs, as fhe 
had been previoufly married to his elder brother, 
ARTHUR, and as it was repugnant to the divine 
law to contract wedlock with a brother’s widow, 
CLEMENT was greatly perplexed upon this occafion, 
by the apprehenfion of incurring the indignation 
of the emperor in cafe his decifion was favourable 
to Henry; and therefore he contrived various 
pretexts to evade a pofitive anfwer, and exhaufted 
all his policy and artifice to cajole and deceive the 
Englifh monarch. Tired with the pretexts, apo- 
logies, vain promifes, and tardy proceedings of 
the Roman pontif, Henry had recourle, for the 
accomplifhment of his purpofes, to an expedient 
which was fuggefted by the famous THomas 
Cranmrr, who was a fecret friend to LurHer 
and his caufe, and who was afterwards raifed to 
the fee of Canterbury. This expedient was, to de- 
mand the oninions of the moft learned European 
univerfities concerning the fubjet of his feruples. 
The refult of this meafure was favourable to his 
views. The greateft part of the univerfities de- 


verfant in the writings of Tuomas Aquinas and other fchool- 
men, who looked upon the Levitical law as of moral and per- 
manent obligation, and attentive to the remonitrances of the 
bifhops, who declared his marriag> unlawful, the king was 
filled with anvious doubts, that had made him break off all 
conjugal commerce with the queen, betore his affections had 
been engaged by any other. This appears by Cardinal 
Wotssy’s propofing a marriag~ between his majeity and the 
fifter of Francis 1., which that pliant courtier would never 
have done, had he known that the king’s aff-ctions were other- 
wife engaged. After all, it is very poffivie, that the age and 
infirmities of Car HaaINE, together with the blooming charms 
of Anna Botayn, tended mach to animate Hgwry’s remorfe, 
and to render his confcience more fcrupulous. See Bunner’s 
Eiftory of the Reformation. Hums’s Hifoty of the Houfe of 
Tupor, p. 150. 
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clared the marriage with a brother’s widow un- 
lawful. CatrHanine was confequently divorced; 
Anna conducted by a formal marriage into the 
royal bed, notwithftanding the remonftances of 
Crement; and the Engiifh nation delivered from 
the tyranny of Rome, by Henry’s renouncing the 
yurifdidtion and fupreinacy of its imperious pontif. 
Soon after this, Hlenry was declared by the par- 
liament and people /upreme head, un earth, of the 
church of England, the monafteries were fuppreffed, 
and their revenues applied to other purpofes; and 
the power and authority of the pope were abro- 
gated and entuely overturned [7]. 

XII. It is however carefully to be obferved here, 
that this downfal of the papal authority in England 
was not produétive of much benefit either to the 
friends or to the caufe of the Reformation. For 
the Jame monarch, who had fo refolutely with- 
drawn himfelf from the dominion of Rome, yet 
fuperititioufly retained the greatcft part of its 
errors, along with its imperious and perfecuting 
fpirit. Tie fill adhered to feveral of the imoft 
nionftrous doctiines of popery, and frequertly 
prefented the terrors of death to thofe who differed 
from hun in their ichgious fentiments. Befides, 
he confidered the title of Head of the Englifh 
church, as if it transferred to him the enormous 
power which had been claimed, and indeed 
ufurped, by the Roman pontifs; and, in confe- 
quence of this interpretation of his title, he looked 
upon himfelf as mafler of the religious fentiments 
of his fubjects, and as authorifed to prefcribe 


fr] Befides the full and accurate account of this and other 
impoitaut events that is to be found in Bifhop Burst T’s ex- 
cellent Hi/ory of the Reformation of the Church of England, the 
curious readcr will do well to couiult the records of thts memo- 
rable revolution in Wiuxiws’s Concel. Magne Britannie et 
Eibernie, tom, iti. p. 424.—Raynar, Anecdotes Hifforiques, 
Polttiques, Melitaves, tom. i. part I. p. go.—Gen. DiGionary, 
at the article Boteyn, ‘ 


modes 
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modes of faith according to his fancy. Hence it 
came to pafs, that, during the life and reign of 
this prince, the face of religion was conftantly 
changing, and thus refembled the capricious and 
unfteady character of its new chief. The pru- 
dence, learning, and activity of Cranmer, arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, who was the favourite of the 
king, and the friend of the Reformation, coun- 
teracted, however, in many inftances, the humour 
and vehemerce of this inconflant and turbulent 
monarch. ‘he pious productions and wile counfels 
of that venerable pielate ciminifhed daily the in- 
fluence of the ancient fupeiititions, difpelled by 
degrees the mifts of ignorance that blinded the 
people in favour of popery, and increafed confi- 
derably the number of thofe who witfhcd well to 
the Retormation [5]. 

XIII. After the meeting of the council of 
Mantua was prevented, various mealures were 
taken, and many fchemes propofed, by the em- 
peror on the one hand, and the proteftant princes 
on the other, for the reftoration of concord and 
union, both civil and religious. But thefe mea- 
fures and projecls were unattended with any folid 
or falutary fruit, and were generally difconcerted 
by the intrigues and artifice of Rome, whofe legates 
and cieatuies were always lying in wait to blow 
the fame of difcord in all thofe councils that 
feemed unfavourable to the ambition of its pontifs. 
In the year 1541, the emperor, regardlels of the 
bifhop of Rome, appointed a conference at Horms, 
on the fubject of Religion, between perfons of 
piety and learning chofen out of each of the con- 
tending parties. It was here that MeLancTHoNn 
and Ecxtus difputed during the fpace of three 


[s] Befides Burwe’s Hiftery of the Reformation, fee NEAL’s 
iftory of the Puritans, vol. i. chap. i. p. 41. ; 
days. 
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days{#]. This conference was, for certain reafons, 
removed to the diet which was held at Rati/ton 
that fame year, and in which the principal fubject 
of deliberation was a memorial, prefented by a 
perfon unknown, containing a project of peace, 
with the terms of accommodation that were proper 
to terminate thefe religious differences[v]. This 
conference, however, produced no other effect, 
than a mutual agreement of the contending par- 
ties to refer the decifion of their pretenfions and 
debates to a general council; or, if the meeting 
of fuch a council fhould be prevented by any un- 
forefeen obftacles, to the next German diet. 

XIV. This refolution was rendered ineffectual 
by the period of perplexity and trouble that fuc- 
ceeded the diet of Katifbon; and by various inci- 
dents that widened the’ breach, and put off to a 
farther day the deliberations that were defizned to 
heal it. [tis true, the Roman pontif ordered his 
legate to declare in the diet, which was affumbled 
at Spire in the year 1542, that he would, accurding 
to the promife he had already made, affemble a 
general council, and that Trent fhould be the 
place of its meeting, if the diet had no objection 
to that city. Frrpinanp, king of the Romans, 
and the princes who adhered to the papal caute, 
gave their confent to this propofal; while the 
proteftant members of the diet objected both 
againft a council fummoned by the papal authority 
alone, and alfo againft the place appointed for its 
meeting, and demanded a free and lawful council, 
which fhould not be biaffed by the dictates, nor 
awed by the proximity of the Roman pontif. This 
proteftation produced no effect; Paur III. per- 
fitted in his purpofe, and iffued out his circular 


[t] See Jo. Anpr. Rogperr Libellus de Colloquia Worma- 
tienfi Norimb. 1744, im 4to. 
[4] See Jo. Expmawn Breck11 Triplex Interim, cap.i. p.t. 


letters 
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letters for the convocation of the council [w], c BN 1. 
with the approbation of the emperor; while this PE ides L 
prince endeavoured, at the diet of Worms, in the 
year 1545, to perfuade the proteftants to confent 





t [w] It is proper to obferve here, that, having fummoned 
fucceflively a council at Mantua, Picenza, and Venice, without 
any effect *, this pontif thought it neceffary to fhew the pro- 
teftants that he was not averfe ‘to every kind of reformation ; 
and therefore appointed four cardinals, and five other perfons 
eminent for their learning, to draw up a plan for the reformas 
tion of the church in general, and of the church of Rome in 
particular, knowing full well, by the fpirit which reigned in 
the conclave, that this project would come to nothing. A 
plan, however, was drawn up by the perfons appointed for 
that puipofe. The reformation propofed in this plan was 
indeed extremely fuperficial and partial; yet it contains fome 
particulars, which {carcely could have been expetied fiom the 
pens of thofe that compoted it. They complained, for inftance, 
of the pride and ignorance of the bifheps, and propofid that 
none fhould receive orders but learned and pious inen; and 
tha , therefore, care fhould be taken to have proper mutters to 
inftruG the youth. Thev condemned tranflations trom one 
benefice to another, grants of refervation, non-refidence, and 
pluralities. They propofed, that fome convents fhould be 
abolifhed ; that the liberty of the prefs fhould be reftrained and 
Nmired ; that the colloquies of Ex asmus fhould be fupprefled ; 
that no ecclefiaftic fhould enjoy a benefice out of his own 
country; that no cardinal fhould have a bifhopric; that the 
queftors of St. Anruony, and feveral other faints. fhould be 
abolifhed ; and, which wa, the beft of all their propolals, thar 
the effects and perfonal eftate of ecclefiaflics fhould be given to 
the poor. They concluded with complaining of the prodigious 
number of indigent and ragged priefts that ficquented 
St. Perer’s church; and declared, that it was a great fcandal 
to fez the whores lodged fo magnificently at Rowe, and riding 
through the ftreets on fine mules, while the cardinals and other 
ecclefiaftics accompanied them in a moft courteous and familiar 
manner, The feverat articles of this plan of reformation 
(which Luruer and Srurmius of Strafburg turned into ridi- 
cule, and which indeed left unredreffed the mofl intolcrable 
grievances of which the proteftants complained) were publithed 
at Antwerp in or about the year 1534 with the anfwer of 
Cocut us to the objections of Srurmius. They are like- 
wife prefixed to the Hilary of the Councel of Trent, by Crasre, 
and were afterwards publifhed at Parts in 1612 +. 
* This council wa3 never aff-m' ted, 
; J See Pautiny ia Paul Ul. Sid. 1. xii, Univers. Mod, U ft. volexxsis 
to 
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to the meeting of this council at Trent. But the 
proteftants were fixed in their refolution, and the 
efforts of CHarzes were vain. Upon which the 
emperor, who had hitherto difapproved of the 
violent meafures which were inceffantly fug- 
gefted by the court of Rote, departed from his 
ufual prudence and modetation, and, liftening to 
the fanguine counfels of Pau, formed, in con- 
jundtion with that fubtle pontif, the defign of ter- 
minating the debates about religion by the force 
of arms. ‘The landgrave of Hefe, and the ele€tor 
of Sevony, who were the chief protectors of the 
proteftant caufe, were no fuoner informed of this, 
than they took the proper meafuies co prevent 
ther being furpiiled and overwhelmed unawares 
by a fuperior force, and, accordingly, raifed an 
army tor their defence. Vohile this terribie ftorm 
was rifing, Lurure, whole averfion to all methods 
of vioknce and force in matters of religicn was 
well known, and who recommended prayer and 
patience as the only arms w thy of thofe who had 
the caufe of genuine Chiiflianity at heart, was re- 
moved by Providence from this fcene of tumult, 
and the approaching calamities that threatened 
his country. Ile did in peace, on the 18th of 
February, in the year 1545, at ayfleben, the place 
of his buth. 








CIA P.. 1V, 


The Hiftory of the Refermaticn, frem the commence- 
ment of the war of Smalcald to the famous Pacifi- 
cation, commonly called the Pzacz or Rexicion, 
concluded at Augfburg. 


I, TIE emperor and the pope had mutually 
rcfolved the deflrudclion of all who fhould 

dare to oppofe the council of Trent. The meeting 
of that aflembly was to ferve as a figna] for their 
taking 


Cuap.1V. The History of the Rerormation, 


taking arms; and, accordingly, its deliberations 
were fcarcely begun, in the year 1646, when the 
proteftants perceived undoubted marks of the ap- 
proaching ftorm, and of a formidable union be. 
tween the emperor and the pontif to overwhelm 
and crufh them by a fudden bluw. There had 
been, it is true, a new conference this very year, 
at the diet of Rati/bon, between fome eminent 
doétors of both parties, with a view to the accom- 
modation of their religious differences; but it ap- 
peared {ufficiently, both from the nature of this 
difpute, the manner it was carried on, and its 
“Tue and refult, that the matters in debate would, 
fooner or later, be decided in the field of batrle, 
In the mean time, the fatheis, affembled in the 
council of Trent, promulgated their decrees: 
while the proteft nt princes in the diet of Retox 
protefied again{t their authority, and were, jn 
contequence of this, profcribed by the emperor, 
who iaifed an army to reduce them to obedience, 
Ul. The elector of Saxony and the landgrave of 
Heffe led their forces into Bavaria againft the em- 
peror, and cinnonaded his camp at Inyolfad with 
great fpirit. It was fuppoied that this would 
bring the two armies to a general action, bny fe. 
veral circumitances prevented a battle, which was 
expected by the moft of the confederates, and, 
probably, would have been advantageous to their 
caufe Among thefe we may reckon, princi- 
pally, the perfidy of Mavrice, duke of Saxony, 
who, feduced by the promifes of the emperor on 
the one hand, and by his own ambition and avarice 
on the other, invaded the electoral dominions of 
ius uncle Jonun Freperick, while that worthy 
prince was maintaining againft the emperor the 
facred caufe of religion and liberty. Add to this 
the divifions that were fomented by the diffimnuia- 
tion of the emperor among the confederate princes; 
the failure of France in furnifhing the fubSdy that 
had 
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had been promifed by its monarch; and other in- 
Cidents of lefs moment. Al} thefe things dif- 
couraged fo the heads of the proteftant party, that 
their army was foon difperfed, and the elector of 
Saxony directed his march homewards. But he 
was purfued by the emperor, who made feveral 
forced marches, with a view to deftroy his enemy, 
before he fhould have time to recover his vigour ; 
in which defign he was affifted by the ill- grounded 
fecurity of the elector, and, as there is too much 
reafon to think, by the treachery of his officers. 
The two armies drew up in order of battle near 
Mublberg on the Elbe, on the 24th of April, 1547; 
and, after a bloody action, that of the elector, 
being inferior in numbers, was entirely defeated, 
and himfelf taken prifoner. Purzip, landgrave of 
Heffe, the other chief of the proteftants, was per- 
fuaded by the entreaties of his fon-in-law, 
Mavrice, now declared elector of Saxony [x], to 
throw himfelf upon the mercy of the emperoi, and 
to implore his pardon. To this he confented, 
relying on the promife of Cuarzezs for obtaining 
forgivenefs, and being reftored to liberty; but, 
notwithftanding thefe expectations, he was unjuftly 
detained prifoner by a {candalous violation of the 
moft folemn convention. It is faid, that the em- 
eror retracted his promife, and deluded this un- 
hase prince by the ambiguity of two German 
weids, which refemble each other [y]; but this 
point 


t> [x] Inthe room of Joun Frepzericx, whom he had fo 

bafely betrayed. 
t> [y] There is fcarcely in hiftory any inance of fuch a 
mean, perfidious, and defpotic behaviour as that of the eme 
peror to the landgrave iu the cafe now before us. After having 
received in public the humble fubmiffions of that unhappy 
prince, made upon his knees, and that in the moft refpectful 
and affecting terms, and after having fet him at liberty by a 
folemn treatv, he had him arrefted anew, without alleging 
any reafon, nay any pretext, and kept him for feveral years 
in a clofe and fevere confinement. When Maurice remon- 
ftrated 
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point of hiftory has not been hitherto fo far cleared ¢ & © 7, 
up, as to enable us to judge with certainty con- , ,*¥" 1, 
cerning the confinement of this prince, and the ———~ 
real caufes to which it was owing [2]. 

III. This revolytion feemed ¢. ery way adapted The famous 
to complete the ruin of the proteftant caufc, and tne, calea 
to crown the efforts of the Roman pontif with the ‘he Jaerm. 
moft triumphant fuccefs. In the diet of Aug/burg, 
which was affembled foon after, with an imperial 
army at hand to promote union and difpatch, the 
emperor required of the proteftants, that they 
would leave the decifion of thefe religious contets 
to the wifdom of the council that was to meet at 
Trent. The greateft part of the members con- 
f-nted to this propofal; and, among others, 
Maurice, the new elector of Saxony, who owed 
both his electorate and his dominions to the em- 
peror, and who was ardently defirous of obtaining 
the liberty ‘of his father-in law the landerave of 
Tefe. This genera] fubmiffion to the will of the 
emperor did not, however, produce the fiuits 
that were expected fiom fuch a folemn and almoft 
univerfal approbation of the council of Treat, A 
plague, which manifefted itfclf, or was faid to do 
fo, in that city, engaged the greateft part of the 
affembled fathers to retire to Belogna, and thereby 
the council was, in effect, diffolved; nor could 
all the entreaties and remonitrances of the empeior 
prevail upon the pope to re affemble it again 


ftrated to the emperor againft this new imprifonment, the em- 
peror anfwered, that he nad never promied that the landgrave 
fhould not be smpisfone? anew, but only that he fhould be 
exempted from perpetual zmprifonment ; ani, to fuppert this 
affertion, he produced the treaty, in which his muinifters, in 
order to eludv the true meaning of the accommodation, had 
perfidioufly foifted in ewwrzer gefangnts, \ hich fignifics a gerpe- 
tual prifon, inftead of .miger gefangnis, which means any guia. 
This matter is, however, conteited by fome hiftorians. 

{x} See a German work, entitled, Bent Gaoscss Mertheidi- 
guag der Evangels/shen Kirken gegen Cutfr. Arnld. p 29. 

Vor. IV, i without 
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without delay. While things were in this fitua- 
tion, and the profpect of feeing a council affembled 
was caft at a diftance, the emperor judged it ne- 
ceffary, during this interval, to fall upon fome 
method of maintaining peace in religious matters, 
until the decifion, fo long expected, fhould be 
finally obtained. It was with this view that he 
ordered Juttus Priucius, bifhop of Naumburg, 
Micuaet Siponius, a creature of the pontif, and 
Joun Acricota, a native of Ayfeben, to draw up 
a Formulary, which might ferve as a rule of faith 
and worfhip to both of the contending parties, 
until a council fhould be fummoned. As this was 
only a temporary appointment, and had not the 
force of a permanent or perpetual inflitution, the 
rule in queftion was called the Interim [a]. 

IV. This 


«> [a] This projc& of Cuarues was formed, partly to vent 
his iefentment againft the pope, and partly to arfver other 
purpofes of a more political kind. Be that as it may, the 
Formula ad Intersm, or ‘Lemporary Rule of Faith and Worthip, 
here mentioned, contamed all the effential de€trines of the 
church of Rome, though confiderably foftened and mitigated 
by the moderate, prudcnt, and artful terms in which they 
were expreffed ; terms quite different from thofe that were 
employed, before and atter this period, by the courcil of 
Trent. ‘There was even an affected ambiguity in many ex- 
preflions, which rendered them fufceptible of different fenfes, 
applicable to the fentimerts of both communtons, and therefore 
difagreeable to both. The Inter was compofed with that 
fraudulent, f{pecious, and feducing dexterny, that in after- 
times appeared in the deccitful Expofiteon of the Catholic Fait), 
by M. Bossuer, bifhop of Meaux, and it was almoft equally 
reje€ted by the proteftants and Roman catholics. ‘The cup was 
allowed, by this Imperial Creed, to the proteflants in the ad- 
myniftration of the Lord’s upper, and priefis and clerks were 
permitted by it to enter into the married flate. Thefe grants 
were, however, accompanied with the two following condi- 
tions: 1. Phar ever; oue fhould be at liberty to ufe the cup, or to 
abjtain fiom it, and to shoe a flute of marriage, or a fate of 
celbacy, as be foould judg moft fitting, 2. That thefe grants 
frould remain im force no longer than the happy period when a 
general council. foould terminate all religious differences. This 
second condition was adapted to produce the greateft ilo 

an 
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IV. This temporary rule of faith and difcipline, 
though it was extremely faveurable to the interetts 
and pretenfions of the court of Rome, had yet the 
fate to which fchemes of reconciliation are often 
expofed; it pleafed neither of the contending pat- 
ties, but was equally offenfive to the followers of 
Luruer, and to the Roman pontif. It was, 
however, promulgated with folumnity by the em- 
peror, at the diet of dug/burg ; and the elector of 
Mentz, without even deigning to afk the opinions 
of the affembled princes and ftates, rofe with an 
air of authority, and, as if he had been commif- 
fioned to reprefent the whole diet, gave a formal 
and public approbation to this famous Interim. 
‘Thus were many princes of the empire, whofe 
filence, thouzh it proceeded from want of couiage, 
was interpreted as the mark of a tacit confent, 
engaged againft their will to receive this 00k as 
a body of ecclefiaftical law. The greateft part 
of thofe, who had the refolution to difpute the 
authority of this Imperial Creed, were obliged to 
fubmit to it by the force of arms, and hence arofe 
deplorable fcenes of violence and  bloodfhed, 
which involved the einpire in the greateft calami- 
ties. Maurice, elector of Saxony, who, for fome 
time, had held a neutral conduct, and neither de- 
clared himtelf for thofe who rejeéted, nor for thofe 
who had adopted the ru/e in queftion, affembled, 
in the year 1548, the Saxon nobility and clergy, 
with MeLtancruon at the head of the latter, and, 
in feveral conferences held at Leipfc and other 
places, took counfel concerning what was to be 


and confufion, in cafe the future council fhould think proper 
to enjoin celibacy on the cletgy, and declare, as it did in cffedt, 
their marriage unchriftian and unlawful. 

{2} See Jo, Erom. Brecksi Triplex Incriny publifhed in 
Bvo. at Leipfic, in the year 1721.—Luc. Osranper Cimturia 
XVI. Hiflor. Ecclef. Vib. ii. cap. Ixviii. p.425-—For an ac- 
count of the authors and editions of the book called Jzterim, 
fee Die Dam/cke Biblieh. part V. p. 1, Se part VI. p. 185. 
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done in this critical affair. The deliberations, on 
this occafion, were long and tedious, and their 
refult was ambiguous; for MzvancTHon, whofe 
opinion was refpeéted as a law by the reformed 
eB€tors, fearing the emperor on the one hand, and 
attentive to the fentiments of his fovereign on the 
other, pronounced a fort of a reconciling fentence, 
which, he hoped, would be offenfive to no party. 
He gave it as his ee: that the whole of the 
book called Jnterim could not, by any means, 
be adopted by the friends of the Reformation; 
but he declared, at the fame time, that he faw no 
reafon, why this book might not be approved, 
adopted, and received, as an authoritative rule, 
in things that did not relate to the effential points 
of religion, in things that might be confidered as 
acceflory or indifferent [6]. This decifion, inftead 
of pacifying matters, produced, on the contrary, 
new divificns, and formed a ichifm ameng the 
followers of Lutuir, of which farther mention 
fhall be made hereafter, in the Hiffory of the Church 
eftablifhed by that reformer. I fhall only ob. 
ferve, that this {chifm placed the caufe of tne Re- 
formation in the moft perilous and critical circum- 
ftances, and might have contributed either to 
ruin it entirely, or to retard confiderably its 
progrefs, had the pope and the emperor been 
dexterous enough to make the proper ute of thefe 
divifions, and to feize the favourable occaficn 
that was prefented to them, of turning the force of 
the proteftants againft themfelves. 

V. Amidft thefe contefts Paut III. departed 
this life in the year 1549, and was fucceeded, the 
year following, by Juxius IJI., who, yielding to 


&> [4] By things ‘ad:ferent, MEL ancrHon underftood par- 
ticularly the rites and ceromonies of the popith worfhip, which, 
fuperititious as they were, that reformer, yielding to the foft- 
nefs and exibility of his natural temper, treated with a fin- 
gular and eaceffive indulgence upon this occafion, 
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at Trent. Accordingly, in the diet of Aug/burg, ———- 


which was again held under the canon of an Im- 
perial army, Cuarces laid this matter before tite 
{tates and princes of the empire. The greateft 
part of the princes gave their confent to the con- 
vocation of this council, to which alfo Mauricz, 
elector of Saxony, fubmuitted upon certain condi- 
tions [¢]. {he emperor then concluded the diet 
in the year 1951, defiring the affembled princes 
and ftates to prepare al) things for the approach- 
ing council, and oe thar he would ule his 
muft zealous endeavours towards the promoting 
moderation and harmony, impartiality aud chari- 
ty, in the deliberations and tranfactions of that 
afferably. Upon the breaking up of the diet, the 
proteitants took the fteps they judged moft pru- 
dent to prepare themfelves for what was to hap~ 
pen. The Saxons employed the pen of Mze- 
LANCTHON, and the Wurtemberghers that of 
Breptivs, to draw up confefions of their faith, 
that were to be laid before the new council. Be- 
fides the ambaffadors of the duke of Wurtemberg, 
feveral doctors of that city repaired to Trent. The 
Saxon divines, with MeLvancruown at their head, 


> [c] Mavaice (who was defirous of regaining the ef. 
teem of the proteitants of Saxoay, which he had loft by his 
perfidious behaviour to the late elector Joun Frepbrick, his 
benefaftor aud friend} gave his confint to the re-eltabhfung 
the council of 7rent, upon the following conditions: 1/f, 
That the points of doctrine, which had been already decided 
there, thould be re-exammed, and difcufled anew: zd/y, That 
this examination fhould be made in prefence of the proteitant 
civines, or their deputies. 3¢/y, That the Saxon proteftants 
fhould have a liberty of woteng, as wel! as of deitberating, in 
the council: and ars/y, That the pope fhu.ld not pretend to 
refide in that a embly, either in perfon or by his legates, 
his declarauon of Maurice was read in the diet, and his 
deputies infifted upon its being entered into the regifters, which 

the archbithop of Menta, however, ob{tinatély refuted. 
I 3 fet 
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fet out alfo for that place, but proceeded in their 
journey no tuither than Nuremberg. They had 
received fecret orders to ftop there; for Mav- 
Rice had no intention of fubmitting to the empe- 
ror’s views; on the contrary, he hoped to 1educe 
that prince to a compliance with his own projects. 
He therefore yielded in appearance, that he might 
carry his point, and thus command in reality. 

VI. The real views of Cuartes V., amidft the 
divifions and troubi-s of Germary (which he fo- 
mented by negociations that car ied the outward 
afpect of a reconciling fpirit), will appear evident- 
ly to fuch as confider attentively the nature of the 
times, and compare the tranfactions of this prince, 
the one with the other. Relying on the extent of 
his power, and the fuceefs that frequently accom- 
pind his enterpiizes, with a degree of confidence 
that was highly imprudent, Cuartes propofed to 
turn thefe religious commotions and diff_nfions to 
the confiimation and increafe of his dorainion ia 
Germany, and by fowing the feeds of difcord 
among the princes of the empire, to weaken their 
power, and thereby the more eafily to en.ioach 
upon their rights and privileges. On the other 
hand, ardently defirous of reducing within nar- 
rower limits the jurifdiction and dominion of the 
Roman pontifs, that they might not fet bounds 
to his ambition, nor prevent the execution of his 
afpiring views, he flactered himfelf that this wouid 
be the natural effect of the approaching council. 
He was confirmed in this pleafing hope, by re- 
fleéting on what had happened in the councils of 
Conftance and of Bafil, in which the Juft of papal 
ambition had been oppofed with fpirit, and re- 
ftrained within certain limits. He alfo perfuaded 
himfelf, that, by the dexterity of his agents, and 
the number of the Spanifh and German bifhops 
that were devoted to his interefts, he fhould be 
able to influence and direct the deliberations of 

the 
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the approaching council in fuch a manner, as to 
make its decifions anfwer his expectations, and 
contribute effectually to the accomplifhment of 
his views. Such were the fpecious dreams of 
ambition that filled the imagination of this reftlefs 
prince ; but his views and projects were difcon- 
certed by that fame Maurice of Saxony, who 
had been one of the principal inftruments of that 
violence and oppreffion which he had exercifed 
againft the proteftant princes, and of the injury 
he had done to the proteftant caufe. 

Vil. The moft confiderable princes, not only 
of Germany, but even of all Europe, had, for a 
long time, addreffed to the emperor their united 
entieaties for the deliverance of Paitir, landgrave 
of Eleffe, and Joun Freperick, elector of Saxeny, 
from their confinement; and Mavrice had fo- 
licited, with peculiar warmth and affiduity, the 
liberty of the former, who was his father-in-law. 
But all thefe folicitations produced no effeét. 
Mavrictr, perceiving at length that he was duped 
by the empcror, and alfo convinced that this am- 
bitious menarch was forming infidious defigns upon 
the liberties of Germany, and the jurifdidlion of its 
princes, entered, with the utmoft fecrecy and expe- 
dition, into an alliance with the king of Frame and 
feveral of the German princes, for the maintenance 
of the rights and liberties of the empire. Encou- 
raged by this refpectable confederacy, the active 
Saxon marched a powerful army againft the em- 
peror, in the year 1552; and that with fuch afto- 
nifhing valour and rapidity, that he furprifed 
Cuarzes at Jn/pruk, where he lay with a handful of 
troops in the utmoft fecurity, and without the leaft 
apprehenfion of danger. This fudden and unforefeen 
event alarmed and dejected the emperor to fuch a 
degree, that he was willing to make peace on 
almoft any conditions; and confequently, in a 
little time after this, he not only conchided at 
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Paffau the famous treaty of Pacification with the 
protcftants [2], but alfo promifed to affemble, 
in the fpace of fix months, a diet, in which all 
the tumults and diffenfions that had been occa- 
fioned by a variety of fentiments in religious mat- 
ters fhould be entirely removed. Thus did the 
fame prince, who ftands foremoft in the lift of 
thofe that oppreffed the proteftants, and reduced 
their affaiis to the greateft extremities, reftore 
their expiling hopes, fupport and render triumph- 
ant their defperate caufe, and procure them a bul- 
wark of peace and liberty, which ftill 1emains. 
Mavricr, however, did not live to fee this happy 
iffue of his glorious expedition; for he loft his 
hife the year following, by a wound received at 
the battle of Siverbaujen, while he wes fighting 
againft Aubert of Brandenburg (e], 


&> [d] As this treaty is cenfidered by the German pro- 
telinis as the bafis of tueir rehgious liberty, it will not be 
amifs to infert here fame of «ts principal articles. By the three 
firft articles it was fipulatca, that Maurice and tae con- 
federates fhould lay down their arms, and fhocld lend their 
tronps to FERDINAND to defend him againf the Turks, and 
that the landy: ave of Aefe thould be fet at liberty. By the fourth 
it was agreed, that the rule of faith called darerem, fhouid be 
confidered as null and void; that the contending parties fhould 
enjoy the free and unditurocd exercife of their religion, uatil 
a dict fhoold be affembled to determine amicably the prefent 
difputes (which dict was to meet im the fpice of fix months) ; 
and that this religious libertv thould continue always, in cave 
that it hould be found impoffible to come to an uniformity in 
dottrine and worfhip. It was alfo refolved, that all thofe vio 
had foffered banithment, or any other calamity, on account of 
their having been concerned wm the league or war of Smalcald, 
fhould be re-inftated in their privileges, their poffcilions, ard 
enployments ; that the Imperial chamber at Sere fhould be 
open to the proteftants as well as to the catholics 3; and that 
there fhould be always a certam umber of the Lutheran per- 
faafion in that ‘high court. 

> [¢] Atsgsrt, marquis of Brandenburg, after the pacifi- 
cation of Pafax, to which he refufed to fubfcribe, continued 
the war againft the Roman catholics; and afterwards com- 
mitted fuch ravages in the empire, that a confederacy was 
formed againft him, at the head of which Maurice was 
placed, 
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VIII. The .troubles of Germany, with feveral 
other incidents, rendered it impoffible to affem- 
bie the Diet, which the emperor had promifed at 
the pacification of Pafau, to foon as the period 
mentioned in the articles of that treaty. This 
famous Diet met, however, at 4ug/burg, in the 
year 1555, was opened by Ferpinanp in the 
name of the emperor, and terminated thofe de- 
plorable fcenes of bloodfhed, defolation, and dif- 
cord, that had fo long affli€ted both church and 
{tate, by that religious peace, as it is commonly 
called, which fecured to the proteftants the free 
exercife of their religion, and «ftablithed this in- 
eftimable liberty upon the firmeft foundations. 
-For, after various debates, the followinz memo- 
rable aéts were pafled on the 25th of September : 
that the pioteftants who followed the confeffion 
of ug /burg, fhould be for the future confidered 
as entirely exempt from the jurifdiction of the 
Roman pontif, and from the authority and fuper- 
intendance of the bifhops; that they were left at 
perfect liberty to enact laws for themfelves, relat- 
ing to their religious fentiments, difcipline, and 
worfhip; that all the inhabitants of the German 
empire fhould be allowed to judge for themfelves 
in religious matters, and to join themfelves to that 
church whofe doétrine and worfhip they thought 
the pureft and the moft confonant to the fpirit of 
true Chriftianity ; and that all thofe who fhould 
injure or perfecute any perfon under religious pre- 
texts, and on account of their opinions, fhould 
be declared, and proceeded againit, as public 
enemies of the empire, invaders of its liberty, and 
difturbers of its peace [f]. The difficulties that 
were to be furmounted before this equitable deci- 
ficn could be procured, the tedions deliberations, 


_ Lf] See Jo. Scutureri Lider de Pace Religiofa, publithed 
in 4to. in the year 1700.—CurisT. LEHMANN A&a publica 
et originalia de Pace Religiya. Francf. 1707. 
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the warm debates, the violent animofities and 
bloody wars, that were neceffary to engage the 
greateft part of the German ftates to confent to 
conditions fo agreeable to the dictates of right 
reafon, as well as to the facred injunctions of the 
gofpel, thew us, in a fhocking and glaring point 
of light, the ignorance and fuperftition of thefe 
miferable times, and fland upon record as one of 
the moft evident proofs of the neceffity of the Re- 
formation. 

IX. While thefe things were tranfacting in Ger- 
many, the friends of genuine Chriftianity in Exg- 
land deplored the gloomy reign of fuperftition, 
and the almoft total extinction of true religion ; 
and, feeing before their eyes the caule of popery 
maintained by the terrors of bloody peifecution, 
and daily victims broucht to the ftake, to expiate 
the pretended ciime of prefer:ing the didtates of 
the Gofpel to the defpotic laws of Rome, they ef- 
teemed the Germans happy, in having threwn off 
the yoke of an imperious and fuperftitious church. 
Henry VIII., whofe perfonal vices, as well as his 
arbitrary and capricious conduct, had greatly re- 
tarded the progreis of the Reformation, was now 
no more. He departed this life in the year 1547, 
and was fucceeded by his only fon Epwarp VI, 
(This amiable prince, whofe early youth was 
crowned with that wifdom, fagacity, and virtue, 
that would have done honour to advanced years, 
gave new fpirit and vigour to the proteftant caule, 
and was its brighteft ornament, as well as its moft 
effeGtual fupport. He encouraged learned and 
pious men of foreign countries to fettle in Eng- 
land, and addreffed a particular invitation to 
Martin Bucer and Paut Facius, whofe mode- 
ration added a luftre to their other virtues, that, 
by the miniftry and labours of thefe eminent men, 
in concert with thofe of the friends of the Re- 
formation in England, he might purge his domi- 

nions 
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nions from the fordid fictions of popery, and ef- ce wr.' 
tablifh the pure doétrines of Chriftianty in their , *”! y 
place. For this purpofe he iffued out the wifet ——— 
orders for the reftoration of true religion; but his 
reign was too fhort to accomplifh fully fuch a 
glorious purpofe. In the year 1553, he was taken 
from his loving and afflicted fubjects, whofe for- 
row was inexpreffible, and fuited to their lofs. 
His fitter Mary (the daughter of Carwarine of 
4rragon, from whom Henry had been feparated 
by the famous divorce), a furious bigot to the 
church of Rome, and a princefs whofe natural cha- 
racter, like the fpirit of her religion, was defpotic 
and cruel, fucceeded him on the Britifh throne, 
and impofed anew the arbitrary Jaws and the ty- 
rannical yoke of Rome upon the people of Engéand. 
Nor were the methods fhe employed, in the caufe 
of fuperftition, better than the caufe itfelf, or 
tempered by any fentiments of equity or compaf- 
fion. Barbarous torrures, and death in the moft 
fhocking forms, awaited thofe who oppofed her 
will, or made the leaft Rand againft the reftora- 
tion of popery. And among many other vidims, 
the learned and pious Cxanmer, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, who had been one of the moft illuftri- 
ous inftruments of the Reformation in England, 
fell a facrifice to her fury. This odious fcene of 
perfecution was happily concluded, in the year 
1558, by the death of the queen, who left no 
iffue; and, as foon as her fucceffor the lady 
ExizaBetu afcended the throne, all things af- 
fumed a new and a pleafing afpeét. This illuftri- 
ous princefs, whofe fentiments, councils, and 
projects breathed a fpirit fuperior to the natural 
foftnefs and delicacy of her fex, exerted this vigo- 
rous and manly fpirit in the defence of opprefied 
confcience and expiring liberty, broke anew the 
defpotic yoke of papai authority and fuperftition, 
and, delivering her people from the bondage of 
Rome, 
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cE NT. Rome, eftablithed that form of religious doctrine 


Szcv. lf 


and ecclefiaftical government which ftill fubiifts 


-———— in England. This religious eftablifhment differs, 


In Scoslond, 


in fome refpecéts, from the plan that had been 
formed by thofe whom Epwarp VI. had em- 
ployed for promoting the caufe of the Reforma- 
tion, and approaches nearer to the rites and dif- 
cipline of former times; though it is widely dif- 
ferent, and in the moft important points entirely 
oppofite, to the principles of the Ronian hierarchy. 
X. The feeds of the Reformation were very 
early fown in Scotland, by feveral noblemen of that 
nation, who had refided in Germany duiing the 
religious difputes that divided the cmpire. But 
the power of the Roman pontif, fupported and 
feconded by inhuman laws and barbirous execu» 
tions, choked, for many years, thefe tender feeds, 
and prevented their taking uot. The firft and 
moft eminent oppofer of the papal junidiction 
was Joun Knox |g], a dilcipie of Carvin, whofe 
eloquence 


¢ [g] It will rot be improper to infert here the character of 
this famcus Scottifh reformer, as it is drawn by the elegant, 
fpirited, accurate, and impertial pen of Dr. Ropertson, in 
his Hiffory of Scotland, book V1. ‘ Zeal, intrepiduy, dif- 
“« intereftednefs (fays that incomparable writer) wer. virtues 
«« which he poffeffed in an emment degree. He was ac- 
*€ guainted, too, with the learmng cultivated ir that age ; 
* and excelled in that fpecies of eloquence which is calculated 
«© to roufe andtoivtiame. His maxims, however, were often 
*€ too fevere, and the impetuofity of his t riper exceflive, 
« Rigid and uncomplying himfelf, he fhewcd no indulgence 
« tothe infirmities of others. Regardlefs of the diftindions 
«© of rank and character, he uttered his admonitions with an 
** acrimo: y and vehemence morc apt to irritate than to re- 
claim. This often betrayed him into indecent and undu- 
« tiful expreffions with refpe&t to the queen’s perfon and con- 
«© du&. Thofe very qualities, howcver, which now ren- 
dered his charaéter lefs amuable, fitted him to be the in- 
flrament of Providence for advancing the Reformation 
** among a fierce people, and enabled him to face dangers, 
«© and to furmount oppofition, from which a perfon of a more 
*« gentle fpirit would have been apt to fhrink back. By an 
“© unwearied 
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eloquence was perfuafive, and whofe fortitude ¢ #6 7, 
was invincible[/]. This refolute reformer fer 5%”, 
out from Geneva for Scotland in the year 1559, and, 
in a very fhort fpace of time, i ae the people, 
by his private exhortations and his public dif- 
courfes, with fuch a violent averfion to the fuper- 
ftitions of Rome, that the greateft part of the 
Scotch nation abandoned them entirely, and 
aimed at nothing lefs than the total extirpation 
of popery [2]. From this period to the prefent 
times, the form of doétrine, worfhip, and difci- 
pline, that had been eflablifhed at Geneva by the 
miniftry of Carvin, has been maintained in Scot- 
land with invincible obftinacy and zeal, and every 
attempt to introduce into that kingdom the rites 
and government of the church of England has 
proved impotent and unfuccefsful [4]. 





XI. The 


“© wnwearied application to ftudy and to bufinefs, as well as 
“« by the frequency and fervour of his public difcourfes, he 
«« had worn out a conftitution naturally flrong. During a 
«© lingering illnefs, he difcovered the utmoft fortitude, and 
“ict the approaches of death with a magnanimity infepara- 
« ble from his chara&ter Hé was conilantly employed in 
«ats of devotion, and comforted himfelf with thole pro- 
« foes of immortality, which not only preferve good men 
“ from defponding, but fill them with exultation in their iait 
«* moments. 

&P [4] The earl of Morton, who was prefent at his fune- 
ral, pronounced his eulogium in a few words, the more ho- 
nourable for Knox, as they came from one whom he had often 
cenfured with peculiar feverity : There les He who never feared 
the face of nian. 

[7] See Neax’s H.ffory of the Puritans, vol. i. p. 165, 2325 
234, 569.—CaLperwoon’s Hftory of Scotlund’s Reformation, 
publithed in folio at Lowdon, in the year 1680.—Grora. 
Bucnanana Rerum Scoticar. lyf, lib. xvi. p. 313. edit. Ruds- 
mann, folio—Mevvit’s Memoirs, vol. i. p. 73. 

©> [4] The indignation of the pes;le, which had been 
excited by the wicee of the clergy, was foon transferred to their 
perfons, and fettled at aft, by a tranfition not unufual, upon 
the offices they enjoyed; and thus the effeéts of the Reforma- 
tion extended not only to the doétrine, but alfo to the govern- 
ment of the popifh church. But in Germasy, England, _ 
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XI. The caufe of the Reformation underwent, 
in Ireland, the fame viciffitudes and revolutions 
that 


the no:th-rn kingdoms, its operations were checked by the 
power and policy of their princes, and epifcopal hierarchy 
(which appears to be the moft conformable to the practice of 
the church, fince Chriftianity became the eftablifhed religion 
of the Roman empire), was itill continuec, in thefe countries, 
under certain limitations. The ecclefiattical government was 
copied after the civil; and the divcefes and jurifdiaion of 
patriarchs, archbithops, and bifhops, coriefponded with the 
divifion and confhtution of the empire. in Savitzerland and 
the Low Countrus, the nature and fpirit of a republican policy 
gave fuller {cope to the reformers; and thus all pre-eminence 
of order in the church was deftroyed, and that form of eccle- 
fiattical government eftablifhed, which has been fince called 
Proflyteriat. The fituation of the piimitive charch (opprefied 
by continual perfecutions, and obliged by their fufferings to 
be contented with a foria of government extremely fimple, 
and with a parity of rank for want of ambition to propofc, or 
power to fupport, a fubordination) fuggeited, without doubt, 
the idea of this latter fyftem; though it would be unfair to 
allege this confideration, as a victorious argument in favour of 
profoyterranijin; becaufe a change of circumftances will fome- 
times juitify a change in the methods and plans of government. 
Be that as it may, the church of Gexeva, which received the 
decifions of Cavin with an amazing doclity, reftored this 
Prefoytercan, or republican form of ecclefiaftical policy; Knox 
ftudied, admired, and recommended it to his countrymen, 
and he was feconded by many of the Scotch nobles, of whom 
fome hated the pcrfons, while others coveted the wealth of 
the dignified clergy. But, in introducing this fyftem, the 
Scottith reformer did not deem it expedient to depart altoge- 
ther from the ancient form; but initcad of Afups, propofed 
the eflablithment of ten /uperintendunts, to infpe& the life and 
doétrine of the other clergy, to prefide in the inferior judica- 
tories of the church, without pretending to claim either a feat 
in parliament, or the revenues and dignity of the former 
bifhops. This propofal was drawn up and prefented to a con- 
vention of eftates, which was held in the year 15613 and 
what it contained, in relation to ecclefiaftical jurifdi@ion and 
difcipline, would have eafily obtained the fan@ion of that af- 
fembly, had not a defign to recover the patrimony of the 
eburch, in order to apply it to the advancement of religion 
ard learning, been infinuated in it, After this, at certain 
periods, the name of bifhops was revived, but without the 
prerogatives, jurifdi€tion, or revenues, that were formerly 
appropriated to that order. They were made fubje& to the 
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VIII., after the abolition of the papal authority, ,, 
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was declared /upreme bead, upon earth, of the ———— 


church of England, Grorce Brown, a native of 
England, and a mouk of the Auguftine order, 
whom that monarch had created, in the year 1535, 
archbifhop of Dud/in, began to act with the utrmoft 
vigour in confequence of this change in the 
hierarchy. He purged the churches of his diocefe 
from fuperftition in all its various forms, pulled 
down images, deftroyed relicks, abolifhed abfurd 
and idolatrous rites, and, by the influcnce, as 
well as authority, he had in Jreland, caufed the 
king’s /upremacy to be acknowledged in that na~ 
tion [/]. Henry fhewed foon after, that this 
fupremacy was not a vain title; for he banifhed 
the monks out of that kingdom, confifcated their 
revenues, and deftroyed their convents, In the 


general affemblies of the clergy, and their power was dimi- 
nuhed from day to day, unl their name, as well as their 
order, was abolifhed, at the Revolution in 1688, and pre/by~ 
terrain eftablifhed in Scotland by the laws of the ftate. See 
Ronen rson’s Hiffory of Scotland, pafim. 
cP [4 The learned and pious prmate Usner, in his Me- 
moirs of the ecclefiaitical aflairs of Jcland, {peaks of bithop 
Brown in the following manner: *¢ GrorGc Brown wasa 
<< man of a chearful countenance, in his ads aad deeds plain 
“« downright, to the poor merciful and compafionate, pitying 
*¢ tke flate and condition of the fouls of the people, and ad- 
*¢ vifing them, when he was provincial of the Auguftine order 
“in England, to make their application folely to Curist ; 
“ which advice coming to the ears of [Iznry VIII., he be- 
** came a favourite, and was made archbilhop of Duéhs. 
*« Within five years after he enjoyed that fee, he caufed all 
‘© fuperititious relicks and images to be 1emowcd out of the 
*© two cathedrals in Duéix, and out of all the churches in his 
** diacefe; and caulcd the Yex Commandments, the Lord's 
*€ Prayer, and the Creed, to be placed in gilded frames about 
“ the altars. He was the firft that turced from the Romi 
** seligion of the clergy here in dreland, to embrace the Re-~ 
* formation of the church of Fagland.”’ Sec a very curious 
pamphlet in the Afth volume of the Harlan Mifcllany, p. 558+ 
innded, Hiforical Culletans of the Church of Iretane, &C+ 
reign 
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ae aL reiga of Epwaro VI., ftill farther progrefs was 
Seer. 3, Made in the removal of popifh fuperttitions, by 





the zealous labours of bifhop Brown, and the 
aufpicious encouragement he granted to all who 
exerted themfelves in the caufe cf the reformation. 
But the death of this excellent prince, and the 
acceffion of his fitter to the throne, changed the 
face of things in Jrcdand, as it had done in Eng- 
Jand[m]. Mary puifued with fire and {word, 

and 


et} [m] Here Dr. Mosuerm has fallen into a miflake, by 
not diftinguifhing between the de/gus of the queen, which 
were indced cruel, and their eaecutecns which was happily and 
providentially prevented. This appears from a very fingular 
and comical adventure, of which the acceunt, as it has been 
copied from the papers of Ricuaro, carl of Cork, and is to 
be found among the marulcpts of Sir James Warg, is as 

follows : 
“© Queen Mary, having dealt {everely with tle proteftants 
in Lugland, about the lattcr end of her reign fipned a com- 
miition for to take the fume courfe with them in Ireland; 
“ and, to execute the fame with greater force, fhe nominates 
“ Di. Coxe one of the comnaufhoners, ‘This docter ecming 
«© with the cammiffion to ChAcf.r 01 his journcy, the mayor of 
that city, heating that her mejefly was fending ain Jenger 
into Jscland, and he being a churchman, waited on the 
*¢ door, who, in ditiourfe wich.the mayor, taketh out 
** of a clokebag a leather box, faying unto him, Hee is a com- 
** auflion that frail tafe the hervetses of teicnd (calling the pro- 
** tetlants by that tiie). The good woman of the houfe, being 
well affected to the proteftant religioa, and alto having @ 
*« brothcr named Journ Ep mowons ct the fame, then a citizen 
“ in Dublin, was much troubled at the dodtor’s words; but 
*< watching her convenient tur +, while the inayor took his 
* leave, and the dogtor compiimcrted him down the fairs, 
*¢ fhe opens the box, takes the commiffion out, and places m 
“* lieu thercof a theet of paper, with a pack of cards wrapt 
** up therein, the knave of clubs being faced uppermoft. 
«* 4 4e doétor coming up to his chamber, fufpeéting nothing 
“© of what had been‘done, put up the box as formerly. The 
** next day going to the water-fide, wind and weather ferving 
“him, he fails towards fre/und, and landed on the 7th of 
“ OGober, 1558, at Dubin. ‘Then coming to the calile, the 
lord Firz-Wa ters, being lord-deputy, fent for him to 
“ come before him and the privy-council: who, coming in, 
** afte: he had made a fpeech relating upon what account he 
“* came over, he prefents the box unto the Jord deputy, who, 
“« caufing it to be opened, that the fecretary might read the 
* com- 
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and all the marks of unrelenting vengeance, the ¢ ENA 


promoters of a pure and rational refigion, and 
deprived Brown and other proteftant bifheps of 
their dignities in the church. Bayt the reign of 
E.izaBETH gave a new and a deadly blew to 
popery, which was again recovering its force, 
and arming itfelf anew with the authority of the 
throne; and the Irith were obliged again to fub- 
mit to the form of worthip and difcipline eftablifhed 
in England [n}. 

XII. The Reformation had not been long 
eftablifhed in Britain, whcn the Belgic provinces, 
united by a refpectable confederacy, which till 
fubfifts, withdrew from their fpiritual allegiance 
to the Roman pontif. Purip II., king of Spain, 
apprehending the danger to which the religien of 
Rome was expofed from that fpirit of liberty and 
independence which reigned in the inhabitants of 
the Low-Countries, took the moft violent meafures 
to difpel it. For this purpofe he augmented the 
number of the bifhops, enaéted the moft fevere 


“© commiffion, there was nothing fave a pack of cards with the 
«© knave of clubs uppermoft; which not only ftartled the lord 
+ deputy and council, but the doétor, who affured them he ha 
“« a commiffion, but knew not how it was gone, then th¢ lord- 
« deputy made anfwer, Let us have another commiffion, ata Wet 
“© will fhuffle the cards 1n the mean while. The doétor, being 
** troubled in his mind, went away, and returned into England 
** and, coming to the court, obtained another commiftion 5 
“« but, ftaying for a wind on the water fide, news came £0 him 
that the queen was dead; and thus God preferved th pro- 
teftants of Jreland.’’. . 
Queen Evizapetu was {o delighted with this ftory, which 
was related to her by Lord Fitz WatrTer on his retin to 
England, that fhe fent for ELizanetTH Epmonps, whofé huf- 
band’s name was MaTTERSHAD, and gave her a penfion of 
forty pounds during her hfe. See Cov, Arberaia Anghcat@, OF 
ahreg of Ireland, &c. vol. it. p. 308.~ Harlesan Mictllany, 
vol. v. p. 568 i 

[2] See The Life of Dr. Gzonce Brown, Archhiprop of 
Dublin, publithed “at London in 4to, in the year 1681, and 
which has been reprinted in the fifth volume of the Harleans 
Mrfcellany. No. uxxrx. 
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ceNT. and . bacbarous laws againft all innovators ia 


Secoms I 


matters of religion, and erected that unjuft and 


—+— inhuman tribunal of the inguifition, which would 


intimidate and tame, as he thought, the manly 
{pirit of an oppreffed and perfecuted people. But 
his meafures, in this refpect, were as unfuccefsful 
as they were abfurd; his furious and intemperate 
zeal for the fuperftitions of Rome accelerated their 
deftruction, and the papal authority, which had 
only been in a critical ftate, was reduced to a 
defperate one, by the very fteps that were defigned 
to fupport it. The nobility formed themfelves 
into an affociation, in the year 1566, with a view 
to procure the repeal of thefe tyrannical and bar- 
barous edicts ; but, their folicitations and requefts 
being treated with contempt, they refolved to ob- 
tain by force, what they hoped to have gained 
from clemency and juftice. They addreffed 
themfelves to a free and an abufed people, fpurned 
the authority of a cruel yoke, and with an impe- 
tuofity and vehemence that were perhaps exceffive, 
trampled upon whatever was held facred or re- 
{peétable by the church of Rome [0]. ‘Lo quell 

thefe 


or [c] Dr. Mosuerm feems here to diftinguifh too little 
between the fpirit of the nobility and that of the mulutude. 
Nothing was more temperate and decent than the conduct of the 
former ; and nothing could be more tumultuous and irregular 
than the behaviour of the latter. While the multitude de- 
ftroyed churches, pulled down monafteries, broke the images 
ufed in public worthip, abufed the officers of the inquifition, 
and committed a thoufand. enormities, the effeéts of furiou: 
refentment and brutifh rage ; the nobility and more opulent 
citizens kept within the bounds of moderation and prudence. 
Though juitly exafperated againft a defpotic and cruel govern- 
ment, they dreaded the confequences of popular tumults as the 
greateft of misfortunes. Nay, many of them united their 
council, and forces with thofe of the governefs (the duchefs of 
Parma) to reftrain the feditious and turbulent fpirit of the 
people. The prince of Orange and count Egmont (whofe me- 
morics will live for ever in the grateful remembrance of the 
Datch nution, and be dear to all the lovers of heroic patriotifm 
and 
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thefe tumults, a powerful army was fent from Spain, ¢ ENT, 


under the command of the duke of Ava, whofe ,,%¥) 


horrid barbarity and fanguinary proceedings kindled —-—_. 
that long and bloody war from which the power- 
ful republic of the United Provinces derive its 
origin, confiftence, and grandeur. It was the heroic 
conduét of Wituram of Naffau, prince of Orange, 
feconded by the fuccours of England and France, 
that deliveréd this ftate from the Spanifh yoke. 
And no fooner was this deliverance obtained, than 
the reformed religion, as it was profeffed in Switzer- 
land, was eftablifhed in the United Provinces [p]; 
and, at the fame time, an univerfal toleration 
granted to thofe whofe religious fentiments were 
of a different nature, whether they retained the 
faith of Rome, or embraced the Reformation in 
another form |g], provided ftill that they made no 
attempts againit the authority of the government, 
or the tranquillity of the public [7]. 

XIII. The 


and facred liberty throughout the world) fignalized thcir mo- 
deration upon this occafion, and were the chief inftruments of 
the repofe unat enfued. Their oppofition to the government 
pioceeded from the dictates of humanity and yuftice, and not 
trom a fpint of licentioufnefs and rebellion ; and fuch was their 
influence and authority among the pcople, that, had the impe- 
rious couit of Spazz condeicended to make any reafonable con- 
ceffions, the public tranquillity might have been again reftored, 
and the affections of the people entirely regaincd. Sce Lu 
Crerc, Aifosre des Prov. Un. live. i. p. 18. 

(p] In the year 1573. 

&F [¢] Itis neceflary to diftinguith between the toleration 
that was granted to the Roman catholics, and that which the 
Anabaptifis, Lutherans, and other proteftant fects, enjoyed. 
They were all indifcriminately excluded from the civil employ- 
ments of the ftate ; but though they were equally allowed the 
eyvercife of their religion, the latter were permitted to enjoy 
their religious worthip in a more open and public manner than 
the former, from whom the churches were .eken, and whofe 
religious affemblies were confined to private convenucles, 
which had no external refemblance of the edifices ufually fet 
apart for divine worthip. 

{r] See a farther account of this matter in Grrarp 
Branpr’s Eiftory of the Reformation in the Netherlands, of 
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The Hisrory of the REFORMATION. 


XIII. The Reformation made a confiderable 
progrefs in Spain and Italy foon after the rupture 
between Luraer and the Roman pontif. In all 
the provinces of Italy, but more efpecially in the 
territories of Venice, Iufcany, ard Naples, the re- 
ligion of Rome loft ground, and great numbers 
of perfons, of all ranks and orders, expreffed 
an averfion to the papal yoke. This gave rife 
to violent and dangerous commotions in the 
kingdom of Naples in the year 1546, of which the 
principal authors were BERNarD Ocuino and 
Peter Martyr, who, in their public difcourfes 
from the pulpit, exhaufted all the force of their 
irrefiftible eloquence in expofing the enormity of 
the reigning fuperftition. Thefe tumults were 
appeafed with much difficulty by the united efforts 
of Cuarues V., and his viceroy Don Pepro pr 
Torepo [s]. In feveral places the popes put a 
ftop to the progrefs of the Reformation, by letting 
loofe, upon the pretended heretics, their bloody 
inquifitors, who f{pread the marks of their ufual 
barbarity through the greateft part of Italy. 
Thefe formidable minifters of fuperftition put fo 
many to death, and perpetrated, on the friends of 
religious liberty, fuch horrid aéts of cruelty and 
oppreffion, that moft of the reformifts confulted 
their fafety by a voluntary exile, while others re- 
turned to the religion of Rome, at leaft in external 
appearance. But the terrors of the inguifition, 
which frightened back into the profeffion of 
popery feveral proteftants in other parts of Italy, 
could not penetrate into the kingdom of Naples, 
nor could either the authority or entreaties of the 


which there was a French abridgment publifhed at Amferdam, 
in three volumes 1zmo, in the year 1730. The original work 
was publifhed in Dutch, in four volumes 4to. 

[s] See Grannone, Hifoire Civile du Royaume de Naples, 
tom. iv. p. 108.—Vita Gatgacit in Mufeo Helvetico, tom. ii. 
Pp. 524. 
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within their territories either a court of inquifi- 5,%"", | 


tion, or even vifiting inquifitors [7]. 

The eyes of f{everal perfons in Spain were opened 
upon the truth, not only by the fpirit of inquiry, 
which the controverfies betweea Lurxer and 


ce [¢] It was an attempt to introduce a Roman inquifitor 
into the city of Naples, that, properly fpeaking, produced the 
tumult and fedition which Dr. Mosueim attributes in this fec- 
tion to the pulpit difcourfes of Ocn1wo and Martyr; for 
thefe famous preachers, and particularly the former, taught the 
dodtrines of the Reformation with great art, prudence, and cau- 
tion, and converted many fecretly, without giving public of- 
fence. The emperor himfelf, who heard him at Naples, de- 
clared, that he preached with fuch fprrit and devotion as was fuf= 
Jictent to make the very fiones weep. After Ocuswo’s departure 
from Naples, the difciples he had formed gave private inftruc- 
tions to others, among whom were fome eminent ecclefiaftics 
and perfons of diftinction, who began to form congregations 
and conventicles. This awakened the jealoufy of the viceroy 
Toxepo, who publifhed a fevere edit againft heretical books, 
ordered fome productions of MeLancruon and Exasmus 
to be publicly burnt, looked with a fufpicious eye on all kinds 
of literature, fuppreffed feveral academies, which had been 
ereted about this time by the nobility for the advancement 
of learning; and, having received orders from the emperor 
to introduce the inquifition, defired pope Pati ILI. to fend 
from Rome to Naples a depaty of that formidable tribunal. 
It was this that excited the people to take up arms in order to 
defend themfelves againft this branch of {piritual tyranny, 
which the Neapolitans never were patient enough to fuffer, 
and which, on many occafions, they had oppofed with vigour 
and fucceis. Hoftilities enfued, which were followed by an 
accommodation of matters and a general pardon; while the 
emperor and viceroy, by this refolute oppofition, were deterred 
from their defign of introducing this defpotic tribunal into the 
kingdom of Naples. Several other attempts were afterwards 
made, during the reign of Puitie IL., I., IV., and 
Crarves Il., to eftablith the inquifition in Naples; but, by 
the jealoufy and vigilance of the people, they all proved in- 
effectual. At length the emperor Cuarxes VI., in the be- 
ginning of this prefent century, publifhed an edi&t, exprefsly 
pokes all caufes, relating to the holy faith, to be tried 

y any perfons, except the archbifhops and bifhops as ordi- 
naries. See Gianwnonn, Hifoire de Naples, livr. xxxii. 
fett. 2 and 3.—Modern Univ. Hiffory, vol. xxviil. p. 2735 &Cs 
edit. oftavo, 
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Rome had excited in Europe, but even by thofe 
very divines, which Cuarzes V. had brought with 
him into Germany, to*combat the pretended berefy 
of the reformers. For thefe Spanifh ‘doctors im- 
bibed this herefy inftead of refuting it, and propa- 
gated it more or lefs, on their return homey, as ap- 
pears evidently from feveral circumftances [u]. 
But the inquifition, which” could not gain any 
footing in the kingdom of Naples, reigned tri- 
umphant in Spain and by racks, gibbets, ftakes, 
and other fuch formidable inftruments of its me- 
thod of peifuading, foon terrified the people back 
into popery, and fuppreffed the vehement defire 
they had of changing a fuperftitious worthip for a 
rational religion [zw]. 

XIV. I thall not pretend to difpute with thofe 
writers, whatever their fecret intentions may be, 
who obferve, that many unjuftifiable proceedings 
may be charged upon fome of the moft eminent 
promoters of this great change in the ftate of re- 
ligion. For every impartial and attentive obferver 
of the rife and progrefs of the Reformation will 


«> [x] This appears from the unhappy end of all the eccle- 
fiattics that had attended Cyarcrs V. and followed him into 
his retirement. No fooner was the breath of that monarch our, 
than they were put into the inquifition, and were afterwards 
committed to the flames, or fent to death in other furms equally 
terrible. Such was the fate of Aucusrin Casa, the em- 
peror’s preacher; of Constantine Ponrius, his con- 
feffor ; of the learncd Ec1prus, whom he had nominated to 
the bifhopric of Tortofa; of Bar rHOLOMEW DE CaRANza, 
a Dominican, who had been confeflor to king Puiztip and 
queen Mary, with above twenty more of lefs note. All this 
gave reafon to prefume that Cuarves V. died a proteftant. 
Certain it is, that he knew well the corruptions and frauds of 
the church of Rome, and the grounds and reafons of the pro- 
teftant faith ; though bufinefs, ambition, intereft, and the pre- 
judices of education, may have blinded him for a while, until 
leifure, retirement, the abfence of worldly temptations, and 
the approach of death, removed the veil, and led him to wife 
and ferious reflexions. See Burnut’s Hiftery of the Referma- 
tion, and the book cited in the following note. 

[w] See Gepoes, his Spanifo Martyrology, in his Mi/cella- 
neous Trads, tom. i. p. 445. 


ingenuoufly 
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ingenuoufly acknowledge, that wifdom and pru- CEN 1, 
dence did not always attend the tranfactions of ,*"" , 
thofe that were concerned in this glorious caufe ; 
that many things were done with violence, teme- 
rity, and precipitation; and, what is ftill worfe, 
that feveral of the principal agents in this great 
revolution were actuated more by the impulfe of 
paffions, and views of intereft, than by a zeal for 
the advancement of true religion. But, on the 
other hand, the wife and candid oblerver of things 
will own, as a moft evident and inconteftavle 
truth, that many things which, when ftripped 
of the circumftances and motives that attended 
them, appear to us at this time as real crimes, will 
be deprived of their enormity, and even acquire 
the afpect of noble deeds, if they be confidered in. 
one point of view with the times and places in 
which they were tranfacted, and with the frauds 
and crimes of the Roman pontifs and their crea- 
tures, by which they were occafioned. But after 
all, in defending the caufe of the Reformation, 
we are under no obligation to defend, in all things, 
the moral characters of its promoters and inftru- 
ments. Thefe two objects are entirely diftinct. 
The moft juft and excellent caufe may be pro- 
moted with low views and from finifter motives, 
without lofing its nature, or ceafing to be juft and 
excellent. The true ftate of the queftion here, is, 
whether the oppofition made, by Lurner and the 
other reformers, to the Roman pontif, was founded 
on juft and folid reafons? and this queftion is en- 
tirely independent of the virtues or vices of par- 
ticular perfons [x]. Let many of thefe perfons 
be fuppofed as odious, nay, ftill more deteftable, 
than they are pleafed to reprefent them, provided 
the caufe in which they were embarked be allowed 
to have been juft and good. 





cr [x] The tranflator has added here fome paragraphs, to 
render more palpable the important obfervation of the learned 


author. 
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Concerning the spirit and conpuct of the 
Jjrft Reformers, and the charge of ENTHUSIASM 
(4. e. fanaticifm), that bas been brought againft 
them by a celebrated Author. 


Gi hart candour and impartiality, with which 
Dr. Mosuer reprefents the tranfactions of 
thofe who were agents anc inftruments in bringing 
about the Reformation, are highly laudable. He 
acknowledges, that imprudence, paffion, and even 
a low felf-intereft, mingled fometimes their rafh 
proceedings and ignoble motives in this excellent 
caufe; and, in the very nature of things, it could 
not be otherwife. It is one of the moft inevitable 
confequences of the fubordination and connexions 
of civil fociety, that many improper inftruments 
and agents are fet to work in all great and im- 
portant revolutions, whether of a religious or po- 
litical nature. When great men appear in thefe 
revolutions, they draw after them their dependants; 
and the unhappy effects of a party-fpirit are un- 
avoidably difplayed in the beft caufe. The fub- 
jects follow their prince; the multitude adopt the 
fyftem of their leaders, without entering into its 
true fpirit, or being judicioufly attentive to the 
proper methods of promoting it; and thus irre- 
gular proceedings are employed in the maintenance 
of the truth. Thus-it happened in the important 
revolution that delivered a great part of Europe 
from the ignominious yoke of the Roman ponnf, 
The fovereigns, the ecclefiaftics, the men of weight, 
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piety, learning; who arofe to affert the rights of hu- 
man nature, the caufe of genuine Chriftianity, and 
the exercife of religious liberty, came forth into the 
field of controverfy with a multitude of depen- 
dants, admirers, and friends, whofe motives and 
conduct cannot be entirely juftified. Befides, when 
the eyes of whole nations were opened upon the 


iniquitous abfurdities of popery, and upon the ty- 


ranny and infolence of the Roman pontifs, it was 
fearcely poffible to fet bounds to the indignation 
of an incenfed and tumultuous multitude, .who are 
naturally prone to extremes, generally pafs from 
blind fubmiffion to lawlefs ferocity, and too rarely 
diftinguifh between the ufe and abufe of their 
undoubted rights. In a word, many things, 
which appear to us .extremely irregular in the 
conduct and meafures of /ome of the inftruments 
of our happy reformation, will be entitled to 
a certain degree of indulgence, if the fpirit of the 
times, the fituation of the contending parties, the 
barbarous provocations of popery, and the infir- 
mities of human nature, be duly and attentively 
confidered. , 

The queftion here is, what was the /pirif which 
animated the firff and principal reformers, who 
arofe in times of darknefs and defpair to deliver 
opprefled kingdoms from the dominion of Rome, 
and upon what principles a LuTHER, a ZUINGLE, 
a Cantvin, a MreLancTHon, a Bucer, &c. em- 
barked in the arduous caufe of the Reformation ? 
This queftion, indeed, is not at all neceflary to 
the defence of the Reformation, which refts upon 
the ftrong foundations of fcripture and reafon, 
and whofe excellence is abfolutely independent on 
the vircues of thofe whe took the lead in pro- 
moting it. Bad men may be, and often are, 
embarked in the beft caufes; as fuch caufes afford 
the moft fpecious mafk to cover mercenary views, 
et to difguife ambitious purpofes, But, until the 

more 


i37- 


138 APPENDIX IL 


more than Jefuitical and difingenuous Pururps re- 
fumed the trumpet of calumny [2], even the voice 
of popery had ceafed to attack the moral cha- 
racters of the leading reformers. —« 

Thefe eminent men were, indeed, attacked 
from another quarter, and by a much more re- 
{pectable writer. The truly ingenious Mr. Hume, 
fo juftly celebrated as one of the firft favourites of 
the hiftorical Mufe, has, in his Hiftory of Eng- 
land, and more efpecially in the Hiftory of the 
houfes of Tupor and Sruart, reprefented the 
character and temper of the firft reformers in a 
:point of view, which undoubtedly fhews, that he 
had not confidered them with that clofe and im- 
partial attention that ought always to precede 
perfonal reflexions. He has laid it down as a prin- 
ciple, that suPERSTITION and ENTHUSIASM are 
two /pecies of religion that ftand in diametrical cp- 
pofition to each other ; and feems to eftablith it as a 
fact, that the former is the genius of popery, and 
the /atter the characteriflic of the Reformation. 
Both the principle and its application mult sppear 
extremely fingular ; and three forts of perfons muft 

“be more efpecially furprifed at it. 

Firff, Perfons of a philofophical turn, who are 
accuf{tomed to ftudy human nature, and to deferibe 
with precifion both its regular and excentric move- 
ments, muft be furprifed to fee /uperftition and 
fanaticifn [b| reprefented as oppofite and jarring 
qualitics, They have been feen often together, 


[2] See the various anfwers that were made to this biogra- 
pher by the ingenious Mr. Pyc, the learned Dr. Neve, and 
othe: commendable writers, whe have appeared in this contro- 
verfy. 

(3) Tufe the word fanatrcifm here inftead of enthufiafm, to 
prevent all ambiguity; beceafe, as fhall be fthewn prefently, 
Mr. Hume takes exthufia/m, in its wort fenfe, when he applies 
it to the reformers; and in that fenfe it is not only equivalent 
to, but is perfeétly fynonymous with, fanaticifm. Befides, 
this latter term is ufed indifcriminately with enthufiafm, by this 
celebrated hiftorian, in charatterifing the Reformation. 
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holding with each other a moft friendly corre- 
fpondence; and, indeed, if we confider their na- 
ture and their effential characters, their union will 
appear-not only poffible, but in fome cafes natural, 
if not neceffary. Superffition, which confifts in 
falfe and abje# notions of the Deity, in the gloomy 
and groundlefs fears of invifible beings, and in 
the abfurd rites, that thefe notions and thefe fears 
naturally produce, is certainly at the root of va- 
rious branches of fanaticifm. For what is fanati- 
cifm, but the vifions, illuminations, impulfes, and 
dreams of an over-heated fancy, converted into 
rules of faith, hope, worfhip, and practice? This 
fanaticifm, as it fprings up in a melancholy or a 
cheerful complexion, affumes a variety of afpects, 
and its morofe and gloomy forms are certainly 
moft congenial with fuperftition, in its proper 
fenfe. It was probably this confideration that led 
the author of the article Fanatici/m, in the famous 
Difionnaire Encyclopedique, publifhed at Paris, to 
define it [c] as @ blind and paffionate zeal, which 
arifeth from SUPERSTITIOUS opinions, and leads its 
votaries to commit ridiculous, unjuft, and cruel aftions, 
not only without foame, but even with certain internal 
feelings of joy and comfort; from which the author 
concludes, that FANATICISM is really nothing more 
than suPERSTITION fet in motion. his defnition 
unites perhaps too clofely thefe two kinds of fa//e 
religion, whofe enormities have furnifhed very ill- 
grounded pretexts for difcrediting and milrepre- 
fenting the true. It is however a teftimony, from 
one of the pretended oracles of modern philofophy, 
in favour of the compatibility of faxaricifm with 
Juperftition, Thefe two principles are evidently 


fe] The words of the original are: Le fanatije off un aele 
aveugle et paffionné, qui nast des opinions fuperfiitrenfes, et fait 
conmettre des ations ridicules, injuftes et cruelles, non Seulement fans 
bonte, mais avec une forte de joye et de confolation. Le fanatifine 
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ditin&t; becaufe /uperfition is, generally fpeaking, 
the effect of ignorance, or of a judgment perverted 
by a four and fplenetig temper; whereas fanatici/m 
is the offspring of an inflamed imagination, and may 
exift where there is no fuperftition, 7. ¢. no falfe or 
gloomy notions of the Divinity. But though dif- 
tinét, they are not oppofite principles; on the con- 
trary, they lend, on many occafions, mutual ftrength 
and affiftance to each other. 

If perfons accuftomed to philofophical precifion 
will not relifh the maxim of the celebrated writer 
which I have been now confideriig, fo neither, 
in the /econd place, can thofe who are verfed 
in ecclefiaftical hiftory look upon /uperftition as 
a more predominant characteriftic of popery than 
fanaticifm ; and yet this is a leading idea, which 
is not only vifible in many parts of this author’s 
excellent Hiftory, bur appears to be the bafis 
of all the reflexions he employs, and of all the 
epithets he ufes, in his fpeculations upon the 
Romith religion. 

And neverthelefs it is manifeft, that the roul- 
titudes of fanatics, which arofe in thé church of 
Rome before the Reformation, are truly innume- 
rable; and the operations of fanaticifm in that 
church were, at leaft, as vifible and frequent, as 
the reftlefs workings of fuperftition; they went, 
in fhort, hand in hand, and united their vifions 
and their terrors -in the fupport of the papacy. 
It is, more efpecially, well known, that the greateft 
part of the monaftic eftablifhments (that alter- 
nately infulted the benignity of Providence by 
their aufterities, and abufed it by their licentious 
luxury), were originally founded in confequence of 

retended illuminations, miraculous dreams, and 
fuch like wild delufions of an overheated fancy. 
Whenever a new doétrine was to be eftablithed, 
that could augment the authority of the pope, 
or fill the coffers of the clergy; whenever a new 
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convent was to be erected, there was always a 
vifion or a miracle ready to facilitate the bufinefs ; 
nor muft it be imagined, that forgery and im- 
pofture were the only agents in this matter ;— 
by no means ;—impofture there was; and it was 
frequently employed ; but impoftures made ufe of 
fanatics; and in return fanatics found impoftors, 
who fpread abroad their fame, and turned their 
vifions to profit. Were I to recount with the 
utmoft fimplicity, without the fmalleft addition 
of ludicrous embellifhment, the extafies, vifions, 
feraphic amours, celeftial apparitions, that are faid 
to have fhed fuch an odour of fanctity upon 
the male and female faints of the Romifh church; 
were I to pafs in review the famous conformities 
of St. Francis, the illuminations of St. Iona-~ 
TIus, and the enormous cloud of fanatical witnefles 
that have difhonoured humanity in bearing tef- 
timony to popery, this differtation would become 
a voluminous hiftory. Let the reader caft an 
eye upon Dr. Mosueim’s account of thofe ages 
that more immediately preceded the Reforma- 
tion, and he will fee what a number of fects, 
purely fanatical, arofe in the bofom of the Romifh 
church. 

But this is not all—for it muft be carefully 
obferved, that even thife extravagant fanatics, 
who produced fuch diforders in Germany about the 
commencement of the Reformation, were nurfed 
in the bofom of popery, were profeffed papifts 
before they adopted the caufe of Luruzr, nay, 
many of them paffed dire@ly from popery to fa- 
naticifm, without even entering into the outward 
profeffion of Lutheranifm. It is alfo to be ob- 
ferved, that befides the fanatics, who expofed 
themfelves to the contempt of the wife upon the 
public theatre of popery, Secxenvorr {peaks of 
a fect that merits of this denomination, which had 
fpread in the Netherlands, before LurHer sar 
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his voice againft popery, and whofe members 
were engaged, by the terror of penal laws, .to dif- 
femble their fentiments; nay, ever: affected a de- 
vout compliance with the external rites of the 
eftablifhed worfhip, until religious liberty, intro- 
duced by the seleeautiaa: encouraged them to 
pull off the mafk, and propagate their opinions, 
feveral of which were licentious and profane. 

But, in the third place, the friends of the Re- 
formation muft naturally be both furprifed and 
difpleafed to find enthufia/m, or fanaticifm, \aid 
down by Mr. Hume as the character and fpirit of 
its founders and abettors, without any exception, 
or diftinétion, made in favour of any one of the 
reformers. That fanatici/m was vifible in the con- 
duct and fpirit of many who embraced the Re- 
formation, is a faét which I do not pretend to 
deny ; and it may be worthy of the reader’s cu- 
riofity to confider, for a moment, how this came 
to pafs. That religious liberty, which the Re- 
formation introduced and gianted (in confequence 
of its effential principles) indifcriminately to all, 
to learned and unlearned, rendered this eruptiun 
of enthufiafm inevitable. It is one of the imper- 
feétions annexed to all human things, that our 
beft bleffings have their inconveniencies, or, at 
leaft, are fufceptible of abufe. As liberty is a 
natural right, but not a difcerning principle, it 
could not open the door to truth without letting 
error and delufion come in along with it. If rea- 
Jon came forth with dignity, when delivered from 
the defpotifm of authority, and the blind fervitude 
of implicit faith; imagination, alfo fet free, and 
lefs able to bear the profperous change, came forth 
likewife, but with a different afpect, and expofed 
to view the reveries it had been long obliged to 
conceal. 

Thus many fanatical phantoms were exhibited, 
which neither arofe from the fpirit of the Re- 
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formation, nor from tHe principles of the re- 
formers, but which had been engendered in the 
bofom ‘of popery, and’ which the foftering rays 
of liberty had difclofed; fimilar in this, to the 
enlivening beams of the fun, which fructifies iz 
difcriminately the falutary plant in the well-culti- 
vated ground, and the xoxious weed ina rank and 
neglected foil. And as the Reformation had no 
fuch miraculous influence (not to fpeak of the im~ 
perfection that attended its infancy, and that has 
not entirely been removed from its more advanced 
ftages) as to cure human nature of its infirmities 
and follies, to convert irregular paffions mto regu- 
lar principles, or to turn men into angels before 
the time, it nas ftill left the field open, both for 
fanaticifm and fuperfticion to fow their ares among 
the goed feed; and this will probably be the cafe 
until the end of the world. It is here, that we 
mutt feel for the true caufe of all that condemnable 
enthufiafm that has difhonoured the chriftian name, 
and often troubled the order of civil fociety, at dif- 
ferent periods of time fince the Reformation ; and 
for which the Reformation is no more refponfible, 
than a free government is for the weaknefs or cor- 
ruption of thofe who abufe its lenity and indulgence. 
The Reformation eftablifhed the facred and un- 
alienable right of private judgment; but it could 
not hinder the private judgment of many from be- 
ing wild and extravagant. 

The Reformation, then, which the multiplied 
enormities of popery rendered fo neceffary, muft 
be always diftinguifhed from the abufes that might 
be, and were often made, of the liberty it intio- 
duced. If you afk, indeed, what was. the temper 
and /pirit of the firft heralds of this happy Re- 
formation, Mr. Hume will tell you, zhat they were 
univerfally inflamed with the higheft enthufiajn. 
This affertion, if taken fingly, and not com- 
pared with other paffages relating to the reformers, 
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tnight be underftood in a fenfe confiftent with 
truth, nay, even honourable to the character of 
thefe eminent men. For, if by enthufiefm we 
underftand that fpirit of ardor, intrepidity, and 
generous zeal, which leads men to brave the moft 
formidable obftacles and dangers in defence of 
a caufe, whofe excellence and importance have 
made a deep impreffion upon their minds; the 
firft reformers will be allowed by their warmeft 
friends to have been enthufiafts. This fpecies of 
enthufiafm is a noble affection, when fitly placed 
and wifely exerted. It is this generous fenfibility, 
this ardent feeling of the great and the excellent, 
that forms heroes and patriots; and without it, 
nothing difficult and arduous, that is attended with 
danger or prejudice to our temporal interefts, 
can either be attempted with vigour, or executed 
with fuccefs, Nay, had this ingenious writer 
obferved, that the ardor of the firft reformers was 
more or lefs violent, that it was more or lefs 
blended with the warmth and vivacity of human 
paffions, candour would be obliged to avow the 
charge. 

But it is not in any of thefe points of view, that 
our eminent hiftorian confiders the fpirit, temper, 
and enthufiafin of the firft reformers. The en- 
thufiafm he attributes to them is fanaticifm in its 
wort fenfe. He fpeaks indeed of the inflexible in- 
trepidity, with which they braved dangers, torments, 
and even death itfelf, but he calls them the fanatical 
and enraged reformers: he indicates, through the 
whole courfe of his hiftory, fanaticifm as the 
characteriftic of the proteftant religion and its 
glorious founders; the terms proteftant fanaticifm— 
fanatical churches are interfperfed in various parts 
of this work; and we never meet with the leaft 
appearance of a diftinction between the rational 
and exthufiaftic, the wife and indifcreet friends of 
the Reformation. In fhort, we find a phrafeo- 
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logy conftantly employed upon this fubjed, 
which difcovers an intention to confound protef- 
tantifm with enthufiafm, and to make reformers 
and fanatics fynonymous terms. We are told, 
that while abfurd rites and burthenfome fuperfti- 
tions reigned in the Romifh church, the reformers 
were thrown, by a fpirit of oppofition, into an enthu- 
Sfaftic ftrain of devotion ; and in another place, that 
thefe latter placed all merit in a myfterious fpecies of 
faith, in INWARD VISION, RAPTURE Gnd EXTACY. 
It would be endlefs to quote the paffages in which 
this reprefentation of things is repeated in a great 
variety of phrafes, and artfully infinuated into the 
mind of the reader, by dextrous ftrokes of a fe- 
ducing pencil; which, though {fcattered here and 
there, yet gradually unite their influence on the 
imagination of an uninftructed and unwary reader, 
and form, imperceptibly, an unfavourable im- 
preffion of that great event, to which we owe at 
this day our civil and religious liberty, and our 
deliverance fiom a yoke of fuperftitious and bar- 
barous defpotifm. Proteftants, in all ages and 
places, are fligmatized by Mr. Hume with very 
difhonourable titles ; and it ftruck me particularly 
to fee even the generous oppofers of the Spanifh 
inquifition in Holland, whofe proceedings were fo 
moderate, and whofe complaints were fo humble, 
until the barbaious yoke of fuperftition and’ ty- 
ranny became intolerable ; it ftruck me, I fay, to fee 
thefe generous patriots branded with the general 
character of digots. This is certainly a fevere ap- 
pellation ; and were it applied with much more 
equity than it is, I think it would {till come with 
an ill grace from a lover of freedom, from aman 
who lives and writes with fecurity under the 
aufpicious fhade of that very liberty which the 
Reformation introduced, and for which the Belgic 
heroes (or digots—if we muft call them fo) fhed 
their blood. [ obferve with pain, that the 

Vou. IV. L phrafeology 


Ae 


SPPENDIX L 


phrafeology employed perpetually by Mr. Hung, 
on fimilar occafions, feems to difcover a keen dif- 
like of every oppofition made to pawer in favour 
of the Reformation. Nay, upon the too general 
principle which this eminent writer has diffufed 
through his hiftory, we fhall be obliged to brand 
with the opprobrious mark of fanaticifm, thofe 
generous friends of civil and religious liberty, who, 
in the Revolution in 1688, oppofed the meafures 
of a popifh prince and an arbitrary government ; 
and to rank the Burners, Tibtorsons, STIL- 
LINGFLEETS, and other immortal ornaments of the 
proteftant name, among the enthufiaftic tribe; it is 
a queftion, whether even a Bortz, a NEWTON, or 
a Locke, will efcape a cenfure, which is lavifhed 
without mercy and without diftinction.—But my 
prefent bufinefs is with the firft reformers, and to 
them I return. 

Thofe who more efpecially merit that title were 
Luter, Zuincie, Carvin, Metanctuon, Bu- 
cer, Martyr, Butiincer, Brza, OrcoLamMpPa- 
Dius, and others. Now thefe were a// men of 
learning, who came forth into the field of contro- 
verfy (in which the fate of future ages, with refpect 
to liberty, was to be decided) with a kind of arms 
that did not at all give them the afpect of perfons 
agitated by the impulfe, or feduced by the delu- 
fions, of fanaticifm. ‘They pretended not to be 
called to the work they undertook by vifions, oc 
internal illuminations and impulfes ;—they never 
attempted to work miracles, nor pleaded a Divine 
commiffion ;—they taught no new religion, nor 
laid claim to any extraordinary vocation ;—they 
refpected government, practifed and taught fub- 
miffion to civil rulers, and defired only the liberty 
of that confcience which God has made free, and 
which ceafes to be confcience if it be not free. 
They maintained, that the faith of Chriftians was 
to be determined by the word of God alone ;— 
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they had recourfe to reafon and argument, to the 
rules of found criticifm, and to the authority and 
light of hiftory.—They tranflated the {criptures 
into the popular languages of different countries, 
and appealed to them as the only teft of religious 
truth. They exhorted Chriftians to judge for 
themfelves, to fearch the fcriptures, to break 
afunder the bonds of ignorant prejudice and lawlefs 
authority, and to afferc that liberty of confcience 
to which they had an unalienable right as reafon- 
able beings. Mr. Hume himfelf acknowledges, 
that they offered to fubmit afl religious doétrines to 
private judgment, and exborted every one to examine 
the principles formerly impofed upon kim. Jn fhort, 
it was their great and avowed purpofe to oppofe 
the grofs corruptions and the {piritual tyranny of 
Rome {2}, of which Mr. Hume himfelf complains 
with a juft indignation, and which he cenfures 
in as keen and vehement terms, as thofe which 
were ufed by Lurwer and Catvin in their warm- 
eft moments. : 

I have already infinuated, and I acknowledge 
it here again, that the zeal of the reformers was 
fometimes intemperate; but I cannot think this 
circumftance fufhicient to juftify the afperfion of, 
Fanaticifm, which is caft both on the fpirit of the 
Reformation, and the principal agents concerned 
in it. A man may be over-zealous in the ad- 
vancement of, what he fuppofes to be, the true re- 
ligion, without being entitled to the denomina- 
tion of a fanatic; unlefs we depart from the ufual 
fenfe of this word, which is often enough em- 
ployed to have acquired, before this time, a 
determinate fignification. The intemperate zeal 


[¢] See the fentible and judicious Lerters on Mr. Hume’s 
Hiftory of Great Britain (fach is the title), that were publithed 
at Edinburgh in the year 1756; and in which fome points, 
which I have barely mentioned here, are enlarged upon, and 
ilufrated, in an ample and fatisfuory manner. 


L 2 of 


$47 


¥43 


APPENDIX I 


of the reformers was the refult of that ardour, 
which takes place in all divifions and parties that 
are founded upon objects of real or fuppofed im- 
portance ; and it may be affirmed, chat, in fuch cir- 
cumftances, the moft generous minds, filled with a 
perfuafion ofthe goodnefs of their end and of the 
uprightnefs of their intentjpgns, are the moft liable 
to tranfgrefs the exaét bounds of moderation, and 
to adopt meafures, which, in the calm hour of de- 
liberate reflexion, they themfelves would not ap- 
prove. In all great divifions, the warmth of na- 
tural temper,—the provocation of unjuft and vio- 
lent oppofition,—a {pirit of fympathy, which con- 
nects, in fome cafes, the moft diffimilar characters, 
renders the mild violent, and the phlegmatic warm 
nay, frequently the pride of conqueft, which 
mingles itfelf, imperceptibly, with the beft prin- 
ciples and the moft generous views, all thefe pro- 
duce or nourifh an intemperate zeal; and this 
zeal is, in fome cafes, almoft inevitable. On the 
other hand, it may be fufpected, that fome writers, 
and Mr. Hume among others, may have given too 
high colours to their defcriptions of this intempe- 
rate zeal. There is a paflage of Sir Ropert 
Corron, that has much meaning, “ moft men 
“ (fays be) grew to be frozen in zeal a 1 benum- 
‘© med, fo that whofoever pretended a little park 
© of earnefine/s, he feemed no lefs than red fire 
‘* hot, in comparifon of the other.” 

Nothing can be more foreign from my temper 
and fentiments, than to plead the caufe of an ex- 
ceflive zeal; more efpecially, every kind of zeal 
that approaches to a fpirit of intolerance and per- 
fecution ought to be regarded with ave:fion and 
horror by all who have at heart the intereft of ge- 
nuine Chriftianity, and the happinefs of civil to- 
ciety. There may be, neverthelefs, cafes, in 
which a zeal (not that breathes a fpirit of perfecu- 
tion, but) that mounts to a certain degree of in- 
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temperance, may be not only inevitable,- but ufe- 
fuly nay, not only ufeful, but meceffary. This af- 
fertion 1 advance almoft againft my will—becaufe 
it is fufceptible of great and dangerous abufe— 
the affertion however is true, though the cafes 
muft be fingularly important and defperate to 
which fuch zeal may be applied. -It has been ob- 
ferved, that the Reformation was one of thefe 
cafes, and, all things attentively confidered, the 
obfervation appears to be entirely juft; and the 
violence of expreffion and vehement meafures em- 
ployed by fome of the reformers, might have been 
(I do not fay that they really were) as much the 
effect of provident reflexion, as of natural fervour 
and 1efentment. To a calculating head, which 
confidered clofely, in thefe times of cor:uption 
and darknels, the ftrength of the court of Rome, 
the luxury and defpotifm of the pontifs, the igno- 
rance and licentioufnefs of the clergy, the fuper- 
{tition and ftupidity of the people; in a word, the 
deep root which the papacy had gained through 
all thefe circumftances combined, what was the 
firft thought that muft naturally have occurred ? 
No doubt, the, improbability that cool philofo- 
phy, difpaffionate reafon and affectionate remon- 
ftrances would ever triumph over thefe multi- 
plied and various fupports of popery. And, if a 
calculating head muft have judged in this manner, 
a generous heart, which confidered the bleffings 
that muft arife upon mankind with religious h- 
berty and a reformation of the chureh, would na- 
turally be excited to apply even a violent re- 
medy, if that were necefary, to remove fuch a def- 
perate and horiible difeafe. It would really feem, 
that Luruer aéted on fuch a view of thinys. Lie 
began mildly, and did not employ the fire of his 
zeal, before he faw that it was effential to the 
fuccefs of his caufe. Whoever looks into Dr. 
Mosueim’s hiftory, or any other impartial ac- 
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count of the XVIth century, will find, thar Lu- 
THER’s Oppofition to the infameus traffic of in- 
dulgences, was carried on, at firft, in the moft 
fubmiffive ftrain, by himble remonftrances ad- 
dreffed to the pope, and the moft eminent pre- 
lates of the church. Thefe remonftrances were 
anfwered, not only by the defpotic voice of au- 
thority, but alfo by opprobrious invectives, perfi- 
dious plots againft his perfon, and the terror of 
penal Jaws. Even under thefe he maintained his 
tranquillity; and his conduct at the famous diet 
of Worms, though refolute and fleddy, was never- 
thelefs, both refpectful and modeft. But when all 
gentle meafures proved ineffectual; then, indeed, 
he aéted with redoubled vigour, and added a new 
degree of warmth and impetuofity to his zeal; and 
(1 repeat it) reflexion might have di¢tated thofe 
animated proceedings, which were owing, perhaps, 
merely to his refentment, and the natural warmth 
of his temper inflamed by oppofition. Certain it 
is, at leaft, that neither the elegant fatires of Eras- 
mus (had he even been a friend to the caufe of 
liberty), nor the timid remonftrances of the gentle 
Merancruon (who was really fuch), would ever 
have been fufficient to bring about a reformation 
of the church. ‘The former made many laugh, 
the latter made fome reafow; but neither of the 
two’could make them a&, or fer them in mo- 
tion. In fuch a crifis, bold fpeech and ardent re- 
folution were neceffary to produce that happy change 
in the face of religion, which has crowned with in- 
eftimable bleffings one part of Europe, and has 
been productive of many advantages even to the 
other, which cenfures it. 

As to Catvin, every one, who has any acquaint- 
ance with hiftory, Knows how he fet out in pro- 
moting the Reformation. It was by a work com- 
pofed with a claffic elegance of ftyle; and which, 
though tinctured with the fcholaftic theology of 


9 the 


APPENDIX 1. 


the times, breathes an uncommon fpirit of good 
fenfe and moderation. This work was the /nffitutes 
of the Chriftian Religion, in which the learned writer 
fhews, that the doétrine of the reformers was founded 
in fcripture and reafon. Nay, one of the defigns 
of this book was to fhew, that the reformers ought 
not to be confounded with certain fanatics, who, 
about the time of the Reformation, fprung from 
the bofom of the church of Rome, and excited tu- 
mults and commotions in feveral places. The 
French monarch (Francis 1.), to cover with a 
fpecious pretext his barbarous perfecution of the 
friends of the Reformation, and to pievent the 
refentment of the proteftants in Germany, with 
whom it was his intereft to be on good terms, 


alleged, that his feverity fell, on/y, upon a fect of 


enthufiafts, who, under the title of Anabaptifts, 
fubftituted their vifions in the place of the doc- 
trines and declarations of the Holy Scriptures. 
To vindicate the Reformers from this reproach, 
Carvin wrote the book now under confideration ; 
and though the theology that reigns in it be 
chargeable with fome defects, yet it is as remote 
from the fpirit and complexion of fanaticifin, as 
any thing can be. Nor indeed is this {pirit vifible 
in any of the writings of Carvin that I have 
perufed. His commentary upon the Old and New 
Teftament is a production that will always be 
efteemed, on account of its elegant fimplicity, and 
the evident marks it bears of an unprejudiced and 
impartial inquiry into the plain fenfe of the facred 
writings, and of fagacity and penetration in the 
inveftigation of it. 

If we were to pafs in review the writings of the 
other eminent reformers, whofe names have been 
already mentioned, we fhould find abundant 
matter to juftify them in the fame refpe&t. They 
were men of letters, nay, feveral of them men of 
tafte for the age in which they lived; they culti- 
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vated the ftudy of languages, hiftory, and criticifm, 
and applied themfelves with indefatigable induftry 
to thefe ftudies, which, of all others, are the leaft 
adapted to excite or nourifh a fpirit of fanatict/m. 
They had, indeed, their errors and prejudices ; nor 
perhaps were they few in number ; but who is free 
from the fame charge? We have ours too, though 
they may turn on a different fet of objects. Their 
theolagy favoured fomewhat of the pedantry and 
jargon of the fchools ;—how could it be otherwife, 
confidering the difmal ftate of philofophy at that 
period? Vhe advantages we enjoy above them, 
give them, at leaft, a ttle to our candour and in- 
dulgence ; perhaps to our gratitude, as the inftru- 
ments who prepared the way through which thefe 
advantages have been cohiveyed to us. To con- 
clude, let us regret their infirmities ; let us reject 
their errors ; let us even condemn any inftances of 
ill-judged feverity and violence they may have been 
chargeable with ;—but let us never forget, that, 
through perils and obftacles almoft unfurmount- 
able, they open the path to that religious liberty, 
which we cannot too highly efteem, nor be too 
careful to improve to rational and worthy purpofes. 
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The Generar History of the Cuurcu, 


I, HE Spaniards and Portuguefe, if we may 

give credit to their hiftorians, exerted 
themfelves, with the greateft vigour and fuccefs, 
in the propagation of the gofpel among the darkened 
nations [a]. And it muft, indeed, be confeffed, 
that they communicated fome notions, fuch as 
they were, of the Chriftian religion to the inha- 
bitants of America, to thofe parts of Africa where 
they carried their arms, and to the iflands and 
maritime provinces of 4fa, which they reduced 
under their dominion. It is alfo true, that con- 
fiderable numbers of thefe favage people, whe 
had hitherto lived, either under the bondage of the 
moft extravagant fuperftitions, or in a total igno- 
rance of any objeét of religious worfhip, embraced, 
at leaft in outward appearance, the doétrines of 
the Gofpel. But when we confider the methods 
of conveifion that were employed by the Spanifh 
miffionaries among thefe wretched nations, the 
barbarous laws and inhuman tortures that were 
ufed to force them into the profeffion of Chrifti- 
anity ; when it is confidered, farther, that the 
denomination of Chriftians was conferred upon 
fuch of thofe poor wretches as difcovered a blind 


(@] See Jos. Franc. Larirau, Hifeire des Decouvertes et 
Conquétes des Portugats dans le nouveau Monde, tom. iti. p. 420. 
All the relations given by this eloquent writer (who was after. 
wards created bifhop of Siferon) are taken from the Portuguefe 
hiftorians—The other writers who have caft light upon this 
part of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, are enumerated by Fasricivs, 
in his Lux Sadutar. Evangchi teti orbi excriens, cap. 42, 43. 48. 
and 49. 
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and exceffive veneration for their ftupid inftruc- 
tors,'and were able, by certain geftures, and the 
repetition of a little jargon, to perform a few fu- 
perftitious rites and ceremonies; then, inftead of 
rejoicing at, we fhall be tempted to lament, fuch 
a propagation of the gofpel, and to behold the 
labours of fuch miferable apoftles with indignation 
and contempt. Such is the judgment paffed upon 
thefe miffionaries, not only by thofe whom the 
church of Rome places in the lift of beretics, but 
alfo by many of the moft pious and eminent of 
her own dogtors, in France, Germany, Spain, and 
Italy. 

II. When the Roman pontifs faw their ambition 
checked by the progrefs of the Reformation, which 
deprived them of a great part of their fpiritual 
dominion in Exzrope, they tuined their lordly 
views towards the other paris of the glebe, and 
became more folicitous than ever about the pro- 
pagation of the gofpel among the nations that lay 
yet involved in the darknefs of paganifn, This 
they confidercd as the beft method of miking 
amends for the lofs they had fuflained in Europe, 
and the moit fpecious pretext for afluming to 
themfelves, with fome appearance of juitice, the 
titles of heads or parents of the univerfal church. 
The famous fociety, which, in the year 1540, 
took the denomination of jefuits, or, the company 
of Jrsus, feemcd every way- proper to affift the 
court of Rome in the execution of this extenfive 
defign. And accordingly, from their firft rife, 
this peculiar charge was given them, that they 
fhould form a certain nuinber of their order for 
the propdgation of Chriftianity among the un- 
enlightened nations, and that thefe mifiionaries 
fhould be at the abfolute difpofal of the Roman 
pontif, and always ready, at a moment’s warning, 
to repair to whatever part of the world he fhould 

fix 
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fix for the exercife of their miniftry [2]. Thess T. 


many hiftories and relations which mention the 
labours, perils, and exploits of that prodigious 
multitude of jefuits, who were employed in the 
converfion of the African, American, and Indian 
infidels, abundantly fhew, with what fidelity and 
zeal the members of this fociety executed the or- 
ders of the Roman pontifs [¢]. And their labours 
would have undoubtedly crowned them with im- 
mortal glory, had it not appeared evident, from 
the moft authentic records, that the greateft parc 
of thefe new apoftles had more in view the pro- 
moting the ambitious’ views of Rome, and the 
advancing the interefts of their own fociety, than 
the propagation of the Chriftian religion, or the 
honour of its divine Author [d]. It may alfo be 


te [4] Whenthe funaticlenarivs Arf folicited the confrm- 
ation of his order by the Roman pontif, Paux IIl., the learned 
and worthy cardinal Gurprcecion: oppofed his requeft with 
great vehemence. But tis oppofition was vanquifhed by the 
dexterity of lowarirus, who, changing the articles of his z- 
fitution, mm which he had promifed obedience to the pope wth 
certain refirections, tarned it in iuch a manner as to bind his or« 
der by a folemn vow of zmphieut, blend, and unlimited fubmilfion 
and obedience to the Roman pontif. This change produced the 
defired efle&, and made the popes look upon the jefuits as the 
chief {uppoit of their authority; and hence the zeal which Rozze 
hus ever fhewn for that order, and that even at prefent, when 
their fecret enormities have been brought to light, and pro- 
cured the fuppreffion of their focie’y in Portugal and in France, 
where their power wa3 fo extenfive. It is indeed remarkable, 
thar I¢narivs and his company, in the very fame charter of 
their orde: in which they declare their implicit and blind alle- 
fon to the court of Rome, promife a like implicit and un~ 
imited allegiance to the general of their fociety, notwithftand~- 
ing the impoflibility of ferving two abfolute mafters, whofe 
commands may be often contradictory. See Hiffoire des Ruli~ 
gzeux de la Compagnie de Fofus, printed at Utrebt in 1741, tom. 1. 
77» &c. 
[¢} See Jo. Ars. Fasrici: Lux Evangelii toté orbi vxoriens, 
cap. Xxxili. p. 550. 
d@| B.Cureist.Eseen Wersmannt Oratio de virtutibus 
a vitus Miffion. Romanar. in Qratt. eyus Academ. p. 286. 
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affirmed, from records of the higheft credit and 
authority, that the équifition erecied by the jefuits 
at Goa, and the penal laws whofe terrors they em- 
ployed fo freely in propagation of the gofpel, con- 
tributed, much more than their arguments and 
exhortations, which were but fparingly ufed, to 
engage the Indiahs to embrace Chriftianity [e]. 
The converting zeal of the Fiancifcans and Lo- 
minicans, which had, for a long time, been not 
only cooled, but almoft totally extinguifhed, was 
animated anew by the example of the jefuits. 
And feveral other religious orders, that Numbeied 
in their cells, were roufed fiom their lethargy, if 
not by a principle of envy, at leaft by a fpiric of 
emulation. 

III, Of all the jefaits who diftinguithed them- 
felves by their zealous and laborious attempts to 
extend the limits of the church, none acquucd a 
more fhining reputation than Francis Xavire, 
who is commonly called the Apoftle of the In- 
diaus [f]. An undaunted iefolution, and no 
imall degree of genius and fagacity, rendcred this 
famous ,miffionary one of the propeicfi perfons 
that could be employed in fuch an arduous tatk. 
Accordingly, in the year 1522, he fet fail for the 
Portuguete fettlements in Jndia, and, in a thoit 
{pace of time, fpread the knowledge of the Chiif- 
tian, or, to fpeak more properly, of the popith 


[e] See the Hi. de la Compagwe de Fefus, tom. ii. p-. 171. 
207. 

‘a The late king of Portugal obtained for Xavirr, or 
rather for his memory, the ttle of Protec7ar of the Inases, fiom 
BenepicT XIV., in the year 1747. See the Lettres Eaifantes 
et Curteufes des Mufions Etrangercs, tom. xhii. Pref. p. 36. 
The body af this fainted miffionary lies interred at Goa, where 
it is worfhipped with the higheR marks of devotion. There js 
alfo a magnificent church at Coats dedicated to Xavizr, to 
whom the inhabitants of that Portuguefe fettlement pay the 
moft devout tribute of veneration and worhhip. See Lettres 
Edrfiantes, &c. tom. ili. p. 85. 89. 203. tom. v. p- 38 —48. 
tom. vi. p. 78. 

religion, 
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religion, over a great part of the continent, and ¢ EN T. 


in feveral of the iflands of that remote region. 
From thence, in the year 1529, he paffed into 
Fapan, and laid there wich amazing rapidity 
the foundations of the famous church, which 
fiourifhed, during fo many years, in that vaft em- 
pire. His indefatigable zeal prompted him to 
attempt the converfion of the Chinefe; and with 
this view he embarked for that extenfive and 
powerful kingdom, in fight of which he ended 
his days in the year 1552 [g]. After his death, 
other members of his infinuating order penetrated 
into China. ‘The chief of thefe was Marruew 
Riccr, an Italian, who, by his fkill in the Ma- 
thematics, became fo acceptable to the Chinefe 
nobility, and even to their emperor, that he 
obtained, both for himfelf and his affociates, the 
liberty of explaining to the people the dodtrines 
of the gofpel [4]. This famous miffionary 
may, therefore, be confidered as the parent and 
founder of the Chriftian churches, which, though 
often difperfed and toffed to and fro by the 
ftorms of perfecution, fubfift, neverthelefs, fill in 
China (i). 

IV. The jurifdiétion and territories of thofe 
princes, who had thrown off the papal yoke, being 
confined within the limits of Hurope, the churches 
that were under their protection could contribute 
but little to the propagarion of the gofpel in thofe 


[g] See the writers enumerated by Fazricrus, in his Lex 
Evangelu, &c. cap. xxxix. p.677. Add to thefe, Larirav, 
Hiftawe des Decouvertes des Portugais dazs le nowvean Mende, 
tom. iil, p. 419. 424. tom. iv. p. 63. 102.—Hiffoire de la 
Compagnie de Fefus, tom. i. Pp. 92. 

[4] B. Du Haune, Defeription de PEmpire de la Chine, 
tom. ni. p. 84. edit. Holland, 

[2] It appears however, that before the arrival of Rreg1 in 
China, fome of the Dominicans had already been there, qhough 
ta little purpofe. SeeLe Quien, Orieas Ciriftianus, tom. ni. 
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diftant regions of which we have been fpeaking. Ie 
is, however, recorded in hiftory, that, in the year 
1556, fourteen proteftant miffionaries were fent 
from Geneva to convert the Americans [4], though 
it is not ‘well known who was the promoter of this 
pious defign, nor with what fuccefs it was carried 
into execution, The Englifh alfo, who, towards 
the conclufion of this century, fént colonies into 
the northern parts of America, tranfplanted with 
them the reformed religion, which they themfelves 
profeffed; and, as their pofleffions were extended 
and multiplied from time to time, their religion 
alfo made a confiderable progrefs among that 
rough and uncivilized people. We learn, more- 
over, that about this time the Swedes exerted their 
religious zeal in conveiting to Chriftianity many 
of the inhabitants of Fixzland and Lapland, of 
whom a confiderable number had hitherto retained 
the impious and extravagant fuperftitions of their 
Pagan anceftors. 

V. It does not appear, from authentic records 
of hiftory, thar the {word of perfecution was 
drawn againft the Gofpel, or any public oppofi- 
tion made to the progrefs of Chriftianity, during 
this century. And it would betray a great ig- 
norance, both of the fituation, opinions, and 
maxims of the Turks, to imagine, that the war 
they waged againft the Chriftians was carried on 
upon religious principles, or with a view to main- 
tain and promote the doétrines of Manomer. 
On the other hand, it is certain, that there lay 
concealed, in different parts of Europe, feveral 


{4] Prcreri Oratio de Tropheis Chrift, in Orat. ejus, 
Pp. §70.—There is no doubt, but that the doétors here men- 
tioned were thofe which the iluftrious admiral Conrona 
invited into France, when, in the year 1559, he had formed 
the project of fending a colony of protetiants into Braz:/ and 


America, See CHARLEVOIX, Liftore &e la Nouvelle France, 
tom.2. p. 22. 
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perfons, who entertained a virulent enmity againft c EN 7. 
religion in general, and, in a more St pase MaNn- sseye Ie 
ner, againft the religion of the gofpel; and who, ———— 


both in their writings and in private converfation, 
fowed the feeds of impiety and error, and inttilled 
their odious principles into weak, wnfteady, and 
credulous minds. In this pernicious and unhappy 
clafs are generally placed feveral of the Peri- 
patetic philofophers, who adorned Jaly by their 
erudition, and particularly Pomponarius ; feveral 
French wits and philofophers, fuch as Joun Bo- 
pin, Raseirais, MonraGNE, BONAVENTURE DES 
Perizres, Doretr, CHarron ; feveral Italians, 
at whofe head appears the Roman _pontif 
Lro X, followed by Prerer Bemso, Pouirran, 
Jorpano Bruno, Ocuino; and fome Germans, 
fuch as THropHrastus Paractisus, NiIcuHoas 
Tavuretius, and others [/]. It is even re- 
ported, that, in certain provinces of France and 
Italy, {chools were erected, from whence whole 
{warms of thefe impious doctors foon iffied 
out to deceive the fimple and unwary. This 
accufation will not be rejected in the lump, by 
fuch as are acquainted with the fpuit and genius 
of thefe times; nor can it be faid with truth, that 
all the perfons charged with this heavy reproach 
were entirely guiltlefs. ‘It is neverthelefs certain, 
on the other hand, that, upon an accurate and 
impartial examination of this matter, it will ap- 
pear, that the accufation brought againft many 
of them is entirely groundlefs; and that, with 
refpect to feveral who may be worthy of cenfure 
in a certain degree, their errors are lefs pernicious 
and criminal, than they are uacharitably or rafhly 
reprefented to be, 


[7] Sce Ratmanwi Hiforia Arbeifmi et Atheorum. Hilde/. 
1725, in 2vo.—Jo. Franc. Buppeus, Theftbus de Arherfmo 
et Superftitione, cap, i.—Di@iounaire' de Baye, pafim. 
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cenT. VI. Ie is, at the fame time, evident, that, in 
sees’, this century, the arts and fciences were carried.to 
- a degree of perfection unknown to preceding ages ; 
heaeee and from this happy renovation of learning, the 
that arofe, European churches derived the moft fignal and 
from te, ineftimable advantages, which they alfo tranfi 
of leters, mitted to the moft remote and diftant nations. 
The benign influence of true fcience, and its ten- 
dency to improve both the form of religion and 
the inftitutions of civil policy, were perceived by 
many of the ftates and princes of Europe. Hence 
large furnms were expended, and great zeal and 
induftry employed, in promoting the progrefs of 
knowledge, by founding and encouraging literary 
focieties, by proteéting and exciting a fpiric of 
emulation among men of genius, and by annex- 
ing diftinguifhed honours and advantages to the 
culture of the fciences. And it is particularly 
worthy of obfervation, that this was the period, 
when the wife and falutary Jaw, which excludes 
ignorant and illiterate perfons from the facred 
functions of the Chriftian miniftry, acquired,’ at 
length, that force which it ftill retains in the 
greateft part of the Chriftian world. There ftill re- 
mained, however, fome feeds of that ancient dif- 
cord between religion and philofophy, that had 
been fown and fomented by ignorance and fana- 
ticiim; and there were found, both among the 
triends and enemies of the Reformation, feveral 
well-meaning, but incdnfiderate men, who, in fpite 
of common fenfe, maintained with more vehemence 
and animofity than ever, that vital religion and 
piety could never flourifh until it was totally fepa- 
rated from learning and fcience, and nourifhed by 
the holy finiplicity that reigned in the primitive 

ages of the church. 
a cnaes VII. The tirft rank in the literary world was 
rithing fate now held by thofe, who confecrated their ftudious 
by.” hours and their critical fagacity to the publica- 
tion, 
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tion, correction, and illuftration of the molt f- ¢£.a7. 
mous Greek and Latin authors of ancient times, sree, 2: 
to the ftudy of antiquity and the languages, and ———~ 


to the culture of eloquence and poetry. We fee 
by the productions of this age (that yet remain; 
and continue to excite the admiration of the 
learned), that in all the provinces of Europe thefé 
branches of literature were cultivated with a kind 
of enthufiafm, by fuch as were moft diftinguifhed 
by their tafte and genius; nay, what is {till more 
extraordinary (and perhaps not a little extrava- 
gant), the welfare of the church, and the profperi- 
ty of the ftate, was fuppofed to depend upon 
the improvement of thefe branches Sh ereditGn. 
which were confidered as the very effence of true 
and folid knowledge. If fuch encomiums were 
{welled beyond the bounds of truth and wifdom 
by enthufiaftical philologifts, ic is, neverthelefs, 
certain, that the fpecies of learning, here under 
confideration, was of the higheft importance, as 
it opened the way that led to the treafures of folid 
wifdom, to the improvement of genius, and thus 
undoubtedly contributed, in a great meafure, to 
deliver both reafon and religion from the prepof- 
feffions of ignorance, and the fervitude of fuper-~ 
ftition [m]. And, therefore, we ought not to 

be 


> [m] Many vehement debates have been carried on con- 
cerning the refpective merit of Literature and Philofephy. But 
thefe debates are almoft as abfurd, as a comparifon that fhould 
be made between the mzans and the end, the inffrument and its 

@. Literature is the key by which we often open the trea- 
ures of wifdom, both human and divine. But as the fordid 
mifer converts abfurdly the means into an end, and acquires a 
paffion for the fhining metal, confidered abftra&edly from the 
purpofes it was defigned to ferve, fo the pedantic philologift 
erects literature into an independent {cience, and contemns 
the, divine treafureygpf philofophy, which it was defigned 
both to difcover and td illuftrate. Hence that wretched tribe of 
eword-catchers that live on filables (as Pors, I think, happily 
expreffes their taftelefs purfuits), who make the republic of 

Vou. lV. M letters 
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be furprifed, when we meet with perfons who 
exaggerate the merit, and dwell beyond meafure 
on the. praifes, of thofe who were our firft guides 
from the regions of darknefs and error, into the 
luminous paths of evidence and truth. 

VIII. Though the lovers of philology and Belles 
Lettres were much fuperior in number to thofe 
who turned their principal views to the ftudy 
of philofophy, yet the latter were far from being 
contemptible either in point of number or capa- 
city. ‘lhe philofophers were divided into two 
claffes, of which tle one was wholly abforbed in 
contemplation, while the other was employed in 
the inveftigation of truth, and endeavoured by 
experience, as well as by reafoning, to trace out 
the laws and operations of Nature. The former 
were fubdivided into two fects, of which the one 
followed certain leaders, while the other, unre- 
ftrained by the dictates of authority, ftruck out a 
new way for themielves, following freely their 
own inventions. Lhofe who fubmitted to the 
direétion of certain philofophical guides, eniifted 
themfelves under the ftandards of Aristovre, 
or thofe of Prato, who continued ftill to have 
niany admirers, efpecially in Italy. Nor were 
the followers of Aristorre agreed among them- 
felves; they all acknowledged the Stagirite as 
their chief, but they followed him through very 
different paths. Some were for retaining the 
ancient method of proceeding in philofophical 
purfuits, which their doctors falfely called the 
Peripatetic fyftem. Others pleaded for the pure 
and unmixed philofophy of Arisrorie, and re- 
commended the writings of that Grecian fage as 


letters groan under their commentaries, annotations, various 
readings, &c. and forget that the knowledge of swords and 
languages was intended to lead us to the improvement of the 
mind, and to the knowledge of things. 


the 
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the fource of wifdom, and as the fyftem which C ENT. 
was moft adapted, when :properly ifluftrated and 5 Epi It. 
explained, to the inftruction of youth. A third 
fort of Ariftotelians, who differed equally from 
thofe now mentioned, and of whom the celebrated 
Meriancruon was the chief, purfued another 
method. They extracted the marrow out of the 
lucubrations of Arisroriy, illuftrated it by the 
aids of genuine literature and the rules of good 
criticifm, and corrected it by the dictates of, 
right reafon and the dottrines and principles of 
true religion. 

Of thole who ftruck out a path to 
themfelves in the regions of  philofophy, 
without any regard to that which had been 
opened by ancient fages, and purfued. by 
their followers, Carpan [7], Texesivus [0], and 

AMPA= 





te [v] Carpaw was a man of a bold, irregular, enter- 
prizing genius, who, by a wld imazinatort, was led into the 
ttudy of aihulegy and magic, by whuch he excited the aftonith- 
met and attracted the veneration of the multitede, while his 
eal merit is a philofopher was little known. He was accufed 
of atheifin, but feens much rather chirzevble with fupersti- 
tioa, His life and character wis an amazing mixture of wife 
dom aud folly, and nothing can give a more unfavourable idea 
of his temper and principics, taan the hideous portrait he has 
drawn of himfelf in his bouk De geut ms. His knowledge of 
phyfic and mathematics was connderable, and his notions of 
natural philofophy may be feen in his famous book De /ubralitate 
et weritate rerun, in which fome important truths and dif. 
coveries are mixed with the moft fanatical vifions, and the 
moft extravagant and delirious effufions of myf'cal folly. 
ec the ample and judicious acrount that has been given of 
the character and philofophy of this writer (whofe voyage to 
England and Scotland is well known) by the learned BRucKkeER, 
in bis Aiylorza Critica Philofaphe, tom. iv. part I. lib. i. 

cap. ini 
ple] This philofopher, lefs known than the former, was 
horn A. D. 1508, at Cofea/a, in the kingdom of Naples, and was 
the reftorer of the philofophy formerly taught by ParmeE- 
nrpes, upon whofe principles he built a new fyftem, or, at 
leaft, a fyitem which appeared new, by the elegant connexion 
Mz which 
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cENT. Campanetta {p], hold, defervedly, the firft 
Sree yy, tank, as they were undoubtedly men of fuperior 





genius, 


which TeLesrus gave to its various parts, and the arguments 
ufed to maintain and fupport it againft the philofophy of 
ARISTOTLE. It was the vague and uncertain method of rea- 
foning, which the Stagirite had introduced into natural philo- 
fophy, that engaged ‘I'LLgstus to compofe his famous book 
De princtpiis rerum naturalum. In this work, after having re- 
fated the vifionary principles of the Ariftotelian philofophy, 
he fubftitutes in their place, fach as are immediately derived 
from the teftimony of the fenfes, even deat and cold, from 
which, like ParnMEN1DES, he deduces the nature, origin, qua- 
lities, and changes of all material beings. To thefe two prin- 
ciples he adds a third, wx. Matter, and on thefe three builds, 
with dexterity enough, his phyfical fyftem ; for a part of which 
he feems alfo to have been indebted to a book of PLyutarcu, 
De pruno frigedo. Yt will be entertaining to the philofophical 
reader to compare this work of Texestus, with Lord Ba- 
con’s phyfical account of the ftory of Curip and Coz.us, 

in his book De prenciprzs et originibus, &c. 
> [p] CampaweELta, a native of Calabria, made a greet 
noife in the feventeenth century, by his innovations in plilo- 
fophy. Shocked at the atheifm and abfurdities of the Arifto- 
telian fyftem, he acquired early a contempt of it, and turned 
his purfuits towards fomething more folid, perufing the writ- 
ings of all the ancient fages, and comparing them with the 
great volume of Nature, to fee whether the pretended copies 
refembled the original. The fufferings that this man endured 
are almoft incredible; but they were faid to be inflicted on 
him in confequence of the treafonable practices that were im- 
puted to him, partly againft the court of Spam, and partly 
againit the kingdom of Naples, which he had formed the defign 
of delivering into the hands of the Turks. He was freed fiom 
his prifon and tortures by the interpofition of pope Ursan 
VIII., who gave him particular marks of his favour and 
efteem; and, finding that he was not fafe at Rome, had him 
conveyed to Paris, where he was honoured with the protection 
of Lewrs XII. and cardinal Rrcutrey, and ended his days 
in peace. As to the writings and philofophy of this gredt 
man, they are tinged, indeed, with the colour of the times, 
and bear, in many places, the marks of a chimerical and un- 
difciplined imagination; but, among a few vifionary notions, 
they contain a great number of important truths. He ander- 
took an entire reformation of philofophy, but was unequal to 
the tafk. For an account of his principles of logic, ethics, 
and natural philofophy, fee Brucker’s Ait. Critica Phib- 
Jophie, tom. iv. part II. p. 127, &c. He was accufed of 
atheifin, 
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genius, though too much addicted to the fug- ¢F em 
geftions and vifions of an irregular fancy. To sec. gy 
thefe may be added Perer Ramus, that fubtile 
and ingenious French philofopher, who, by at- 
tempting to fubfticute in the place of ARIsTOTLE’s 
logic, a method of reafoning more adapted to the 
ufe of rhetoric and the improvement of eloquence, 
excited fuch a terrible uproar in the Gallic {chools. 
Nor mutt we omit here the mention of THzo- 
PHRASTUS ParaceLsus, who, by an affiduous 
obfervation of nature, by a great number of ex- 
periments indefatigably repeated, and by apply- 
ing the penetrating force of fie [g] to difcover 
the firft principles of elements of bodies, endea- 
voured to caft new light and evidence on the im- 
portant fcience of natural philofophy. As the re- 
fearches of this induftiious inquirer into nature 
excited the admiration of all, his example was 
confequently followed by many; and hence arofe 
a new fect of philofophers, who affumed the de- 
nomination of Técofopbifts [r], and who, placing 
little confidence in the decifions of human reafon, 





atheifm, but unjuftly ; he was alfo accufed of fuggefting cruel 
meafures again the proteftants, and not without reafon. 

or [g] The principal mint of Paracegxsus confifted in 
inventing, or at leaft reftoring from oblivion and darknefs, the 
important fcience of Chem/fry, giving it a regular form, re- 
ducing it into a conneéted fyftem, and applying it moft fuc- 
cefsfully to the art of healing, which was the peculiar profeffion 
of this philofopher, whofe friends and enemies have drawa 
him in the falfelt colours. His application to the ftudy of 
Magic, which he treats of in the tenth volume of his works, 
under the denomination of the Sagacrous Philofephy, is a cir- 
cumftance difhonourable to his memory, and nothing can dif. 
cover a more total abfence of common fenfe and reafon than 
his difcourfes on that fubjeé&t. As to his philofophical fyftem, 
it is fo obfcure and fo contradi&tory, that we fhall not pretend 
to delineate it here, 

{r] See, for an ample account of the lives, tranfadtions, and 
fyftems of thefe philofophers, Brucksr’s Hifferia Critica 
Philofaphia. 
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IX. This revolution in philefophy and litera- 
ture, together with the fpiit of emulation that 
animated the different fects or claffes into which 
the learned men of this age were divided, pro- 
duced many happy effects of vaiious kinds. It, 
in a more particular manner, brought into difie- 
pute, though it could not at once utterly eradicate, 
that intricate, barbarous, and infipid method of 
teaching theology, that had univerfally pievailed 
hitherto in all the fchools and pulpits of Chriften- 
dom. ‘Ihe facied writings, which, in the pre- 
ceding ages, had been either entircly neglected, 
or very abfurdly explained, were now much more 
confulted and refpected in the debates and writings. 
of the Chiifliin doétors than they had formerly 
been; the fente and language of the in{pired writers 
were more carefully ftudied and more accurarely 
unfolded; the doctrines and precepts of religion 
taught with more method, connexion, and per- 
fpicuity; and that dry, barren, and unaffecting 
Janguage, which the ancient fchoolmen affected 
fo much in their theological compofitions, was 
wholly exploded by the wifer part of the divines 
of this century. It muft not however be imagined, 
that this reformation of the fchools was io per- 
fect, as to leave no new improvements to be 
made in fucceeding ages; this, indeed, was far 
from being the cate. Much imperfection yet 
remained in the method of treating theology, and 
many things, which had great need of a correcting 
hand, were left untouched, It would, neverthe- 
Jefs, be either an inftance of ingratitude, or a 
mark of great ignorance, to deny this age the 
honour of having begun what was afterwards more 
happily finifhed, and of having laid the foun- 
dations of that flriking fuperiority, which the 
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divines of fucceeding ages obtained over thofe of 
ancient times. 

X. Nor did the improvements, which have 
been now mentioned, as proceeding from the 
reftoration of letters and philofophy, extend only 
to the method of conveying theological inftruction, 
but purified moreover the fcience of theology 
itfelf For the true nature, genius, and defign 
of the Chriftian religion, which even the moft 
learned and pious doétors of antiquity had but 
imperfeétly comprehended, were now unfolded 
with evidence and precifion, and drawn, like truth, 
from an abyfs in which they had hitherto lain 
too much concealed. It is true, the influence 
of error was far from being totally fuppreffed, 
‘and many falfe and abfurd doctrines are full main- 
tained and propagated in the Chriftian wold. But 
it may neverthelefs be affirmed, that the Chriftian 
focieties, whofe errors at this day are the moft 
numerous and extravagant, have much lefs abfurd 
and perverfe notions of the nature and defign of 
the gofpel, and the duties and obligations of thofe 
that profefs it, than were enteituined by thofe 
doctors of antiquity, who ruled the church with 
an abfolute authority, and were confidered as ‘the 
chief oracles of theology. It may further be 
obferved, that the Reformation contributed much 


to foften and civilize the manners of many nations, ° 


who, before that happy period, were funk in the 
moft favage ftupidity, and carried the moft rude 
and unlociable afpect. It muft indeed be con- 
feffed, that a variety of circumftances combined 
to produce that lenity of chara¢ter, and that milder 
temperature of manners, maxtins, and actions, 
that difcovered themfelves gradually, and increaf- 
ed, from day to day, in the greateft part of the 
European nations after the period that Lurure 
rendered fo famous. It is neverthelefs evident 
beyond all contradiction, that the difputes con- 
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CEMT. cerning religion, and the accurate and rational in- 

grey. Quiries into the doétrines and duties of Chriftianity, 

~r——-— to which thefe difputes gave rife, had a great ten- 
dency to eradicate out of the minds of men that 
ferocity that had been fo long nourifhed by the bar- 
barous fuggeftions of unmanly fuperftition. It is 
alfo certain, that at the very dawn of this happy 
revolution in the ftate of Chriftiazity, and even 
before its falutary effects were manifefted in all their 
extent, pure religion had many fincere and fervent 
votaries, though they were concealed from public 
view by the multitudes of fanatics with which they 
were furrounded on all fides, 


rrr erennnenaes 
SECTION II. 


The PARTICULAR History of the Courcu, 





PAR T ILI. 
The History of the Ancient Cuurcnes. 





CHAP. I. 


The History of the Roman or Latin Cuurcn. 


I. HE Roman or Latin church is a fyftem 
of government, whofe jurifdiction ex- 

tends to a great part of the known world, though 
its authority has been circumfcribed within nar- 
rower limits fince the happy revolution that, in 
many places, delivered Chriftianity from the yoke 
of fuperftition and fpiritnal tyranny. This fyftem 
of ecclefiaftical policy, extenfive as it is, is un- 
der the direction of the bifhop of Rome alone, 
who, by virtue of a fort of hereditary fucceffion, 
claims the authority, prerogatives, and rights of 
St. Perer, the /uppofed prince of the apoftles, and 
gives himfelf out for the /upreme bead of the uni- 
verfal church, the vicegerent of Chrift upon earth, 
This lordly ruler of the ‘church is, at this time, 
elected to his high office by the chofen members 
of the Roman clergy, who bear the ancient de- 
nomination of cardinals. Of thefe, fx are bifbops 
within the precincts of Rome; fifty are minifters 
of the Roman churches, and are called priefts or 
ates 3 and fourteen are infpectors of the 
ofpitals and charity-houfes, and are called deacons. 

Thefe cardinals, while the papal chair is vacant, 
9 and 
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and they are: employed in the choice of a fucceffor 
toethe deceafed pontif, are fhut up, and -clofely 
confined in a certain fort of prifon, ,called the 
Conclave, that they may thus be engaged to bring 
this difficult matter to a fpeedy conciufion. No 
perfon that is not an Italian by birth, and has 
not already obtained a place in the college of. 
cardinals, is capable of being raifed to the head of 
the church; nor have all the Italian cardinals the 
privilege of afpiring to this high office[a]. Some 
are rendered incapable of filling the papal chair 
by the place of their birth, others by their manner 
of life, and a few by other reafons cf a more 
incidental nature [2]. Itis alfo to be obferved, 
that the emperor and the kings of France and 
Spain have acquired, whether exprefsly by ftipu- 


[2] See Jo. Frip. Mayers Commentar ine de Eledione Pontif. 
Romani, publifhed in 4to at Hamburg, in the year 1691. ‘The 
ceremonial obferved in the election and infiallation is amply de- 
{cribed by Mtuscuenius, in a work publiflicd at Franyort in 
the year 1732, under the following title: Ceremoniale Elcuonis 
et Coronatronis Pontifiis Romani. 

ee [4] The great obftacle that prevents feveral cardinals 
from afpiring at the pontificate, is what they call at Rome, al pre- 
cato originale, or original fin. This mark of exclufion belongs to 
thofe who are born fubjects of fome crown, or republic, which 
is not within the bounds of Jta/y, or which are upon a footing of 
jealoufy with the court of Rome. Thofe alfo who were made 
cardinals by the nomination of the kings of France or Spain, ov 
their adherents, are alfo included in this imputation of original 
Ja, which excludes from the papal chair. he accidental cir- 
cumftances that exclude certain cardinals from the pontificate, 
are their being born princes or independent fovereigns, or their 
declaring themfelves openly in favour of certain courts, or their 
family’s being too numerous, or their morals being irregular. 
Even youth, and a good complexion and figure, are confidered 
as obftacles. But all thefe maxims and files vary and change 
according to the inconftant and precarious impulfe of policy and 
faction. 

For an account of the different methods of eleéting the pope, 
whether by compromife, infpiration, ferutiny, or accefs, (by which 
Jatter is meant a /econd eleGion, employed when the other me- 
thods fail;) fee Aymon, Tableau de la Cour de Rome, edit. 2de, 
P- 403 &e, 
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lation, or imperceptibly through cuftom, the CE urs 
privilege of excluding from the number of ‘the penile 
candidates for this high office, fuch as they think Past kh. 
proper to oppofe or diflike. Hence it often “~~~ 
happens, that, in the numerous college of cardinals, 

a very fmall number are permitted, upon a vacancy, 

to afpire at the papacy; the greateft part being 
generally prevented by their birth, their character, 

their cirumftances, and by the force of political in- 

trigues, from flattering themfelves with the pleafing 

hope of afcending that towering fummit of eccle- 

fiaftical power and dominion. 

II. It muft not be imagined, that the perfonal The power 
power and autnority of the Roman pontif are cir- ye bores 
cumfcribed by no limits; fince it is well known, 
that, in all his decifions relating to the govern- 
ment of the church, he previoufly confults the 
brethren, i. e. the cardinals, who compofe his 
miniftry ar privy council, Nay more, in matters of 
religious controverfy and doétiine, he is obliged 
to afk the advice and opinion of eminent divines, 
in order to fecure his pretended infallibility from 
the fuggeftions of error. Befides this, all matters, 
that are not of the higheft moment and import- 
ance, are divided, according to their refpective 
nature, into certain claffes, and left to the manage- 
ment of certain colleges, called Congregations | «1, 

in 

we [ce] Thefe congregations are as fellow: I. The congre- 
gation of the Pope, iititutd frit by Stxrus V., to prepare the 
matters that were to be brought before the cox/fory, at which 
the pontif is always prefert. Hence this is catled the con/forial 
congregation, and in it are treated all affairs relative to the 
erection of bifhoprics and cathedial churches, the reunion or 
fuppreflion of epifcopal fees, the alienation of church goods, 
and the taxes and amates that are impofed apon all benefices 
in the pope’s giving. The cardinal-dean prefides in this af- 
fembly. I. The ei Sala of the Inquifition, or {as it is 
otherwife called) of the Holy Office, inftituted by Pau HI, 
which takes ccgnizance of hzrefies, apoftacy, magic, and 
profane writings, which affemble thrice in the week, and every 

- ‘Tharfday in prefence of the pope, who prefides in it. The 
office of grand inguifitor, which encroached upon the prero- 
gatives 
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in every one.of which, one or more cardinals pre- 
fide. 


gatives of the pontif, has been long fuppreffed, or rather dif. 
tributed among the cardinals who belong to tnis congregation, 
and whofe decifions come under the fupreme cognizance of his 
Holinefs. ILI. The congregation {" the propagation of the Ro- 
man Catholre Faith, founded under the pontificate of Gre~ 
cory XV., compofed of eighteen cardinals, one of the fecre- 
taries of {tate, a prothonotary, a fecretary of the inquifition, 
and other members of lefs rank. Here it is, that the delibe- 
rations are carried on, which relate to the extirpation of herefy, 
the appointment of miffionaries, Sc. This congregation has 
built a moft beautiful and magnificent palace in one of the 
moft agreeable fituations that could be chofen at Rame, where 
profelytes to popery from foreign countries are lodged and 
nourifhed gyafis in a manner fuitable to their rank and condi- 
tion, and inftruéted in thofe branches of knowledge to which 
the bent of their genius paints. The prelates, curates, and 
vicars alfo, who are obliged, without any fault of theirs, to 
abandon the places of their ref:dence, are entertained charitably 
in this noble edifice in a manner proportioned to their ftation in 
the church. IV. The congregation defigned to explain the aecifions 
of the co neal of Trent. V. Lhe congregation of the Index, whofe 
principal bufinefs 1s to examine manuicripts and books that are 
defigned for publication, to decide whether the people may 
be permitted to read them, to correét thofe bocks whofe 
errors are not numerous, and which contain ufefil and 
falutary truths, to condemn thofe whofe principles are here- 
tical and pernicious, and to grant the peculiar privilege of 
perufing heretical books to certain perfons. This congrega- 
tion, which is fometimes held in the prefence of the pope, but 
gererally in the palace of the cardinal-prefident, has a more 
extenfive jurifdition than that of the inquifition, as it not 
only takes cognizance of thofe books that contain doétrines 
contrary to the Roman catholic faith, but of thofe alfo that 
concern the duties of morality, the dicipline of the church, 
and the intenefts of fociety. Its name is derived from the al- 
phabetical Tables, or Jndexes, of heretical books and authors, 
which have been compofed by its appointment. VI. The 
congregation for maintaining the rights and smmunities of the 
clergy, and of the Knights of Malta. This congregation was 
formed by Urzan VIII., to decide the difputes and remove 
the difficulties and inconveniencies that arofe from the trials 
of ecclefiaftics, before princes, or other lay-judges. VII. The 
congregation relateng to the Brfbops and regular Clergy, inttituted 
by Sixrus V., to decide the debates which arife between the 
bifhops and their diocefans, and to compofe the differences 
that happened fo frequently among the Monatftic orders. 

VIII. Fhe 
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fide [d]. The decifions of thefe focieties are ge- 
nerally approved of by the Roman pontif, who 
has not a right, without alleging the moft 


VIII. The congregation, appointed by Grecory XIV.) for 
examining into the capacity and learning of the bifhops. 
IX. Another for enquiring into their lives and morals. X. A 
third for obliging them to refide in their diocefes, or to difpenfe 
them from that obligation. XI. The congregation for fuppreffing 
monafteries, i. e. {uch whofe revenues are cxhauited, and whe 
thereby become a charge upon the public. XII. The congre- 
gation of the Apoftolic Vifitation, which names the vifitors, who 
perform the duties and vifitations of the churches and convents 
within the diftrict of Rome, to which the pope is obliged as 
archbifhop of that city. XIL[. The congregation of Relics, de- 
figned to examine the marks, and to augment the number of 
thefe inftruments of fuperftition. XIV. {he congregation of In- 
dulgences, defigned to examine the cafe of thofe who have re- 
courfe to this method of quieting the confcience. XV. Tbe 
congregation of Rites, Which Sixtus V. appointed to regulate 
and invent the religious ceremonies that are to be obferved in 
the worfhip of each new faint that is added to the Kalendar. 

Thefe are the congregations of cardinals, fet apart for ad- 
miniftering the {fpiritual affairs of the church ; and they are 
undoabtedly, in fome refpects, a check upon the power of the 
pontif, enormous as it may be. There are fix more, which 
relate to the temporal government of the papal territories. In 
thefe congregations, where the pope is never prefent, alJ things 
are tranfacted which relate to the execution of public jafticc in 
civil or criminal matters, the levying of taxes, the providing 
the ‘cities and provinces with good governors, the relieving 
thofe who are unjuftly oppreffed by fubordinate magiitrates, the 
coinage, the care of the rivers, aqueducts, bridges, roads, 
churches, and public edifices. 

a] The court of Rome is very particularly and accurately 
detcribed by Aymon (who had been, before his converfion to 
the proteftant religion, domeftic chaplain to Innocent XI.) 
ina book, entitled, Tableau de la Cour de Rome, of which the 
firft edition was publifhed at the Hague, in 8vo, in the year 
1707, and the fecond in 1726.—See alfo Relation de la Cour 
ae Rome, et des Ceremonies qui sy obfervent, which father-La- 
BaT has tranflated into French, from the Italian of Jernom 
Limavogo, and {nbjoined to his Voyages en E/pagne et dtalie, 
tom. viii. p. 105.—-For an account of the Roman congrega- 
tions, Ge. fee Dororu. Ascian. De Montibus Pietatis Ro- 
manis, p. 510. as alfo Hunoip. PLETTENBERG, Notitia Tri- 
bunal, et Congregat. Curia Romana, Hildefe, in 8va, 1693. 
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weighty and evident reafons, to reverfe what they 
pronounce to be juft and expedient, This form of 
ecclefialtical government is, doubtieis, a check to 
the authority of the pope; and hence it is, that 
many things are tranfacted at Rome in a manner 
that is in direét oppofition to the fentiments of its 
fpiritual ruler. ‘Vhis may ferve to fhew us, that 
thofe perfons are little acquainted with the nature 
and limits of the papal hierarchy, who pretend, 
tifat all the iniquitous proceedings of the court of 
Rome, the calamities it has occafioned, the conten- 
tions, rebellions, and tnmults it has excited, are to 
be entirely and wholly laid to the charge of the 
Roman pontif [e]. ; 
II. ‘the power of the Roman pontif hath ex- 
cited debates even amore thofe thaf are under the 
papal hierarchy ; and the fpirirual fubjects of this 
pretended Jiead of the church, are very far from 
being agreed with refpect to the extent of his au- 
thority and jurifdiction. Hence it happens, that 
this authority and dominion are not the fame 
in all places, having a larger {cope in fome pro- 
vinces, and being reduced within narrower bounds 
in others. If, indeed, we confider only the pre- 
renfions of the pontif, then we fhall find that his 
power is unlimited and fupreme ; for there are no 
prerogatives that can flatter ambition, which he 
does not claim for himfelf and his court. He not 
only pretends, that the whole power and majefty 


[e] Hence arifes that important diflinétion, frequently em- 
ployed by the French and other nations in their debates with 
the Roman pontif; I mean, the dillinétion between the Pope of 
Rome and the Court of Rome. The latter is often loaded with 
the bittereit reproaches and the heavieft accefations, while the 
Jorner is fpared, and in fome meafure excufed. Nor is this 
diftin¢tion by any means groundiefs; fince the cardinals and 
congregations, whofe rights and privileges are held facred, 
undertake and execute many projects without the knowledge, 
and fometimes againft the will and confent, of the Roman 
poaufs 
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of the church refide-in his perfon, and are tranf- 
mitted into certain portions, from him to the in- 
ferior bifhops, but moreover afferts the abfolute 
infallibility of all decifions and decrees that he 
pronounces from his lordly tribunal, Thefe arro- 
gant pretenfions are, however, oppofed by many, 
and chiefly by the French nation, which exprefsly 
maintains, that every bifhop receives immediately 
from Chritt himfelf a portion of that fpiricual 
power which is imparted to the church; that the 
collective fum, or whole of this power, is lodged 
in the collective body of its paftors, or, which 
is the fame thing, in a general council, lawfully 
aflembled; and that the pontif,-confidered per- 
fonally, and as diftinét from the church, is hable 
to error. This complicated and important con~- 
troverfy may be eafily brought within narrower 
bounds, and may be reduced to the following plain 
queftion: viz. Is the Roman pontif, properly /peak- 
ing, the Lawciver of the church, or, is be no more 
than the GUARDIAN and DEPOSITARY Of the laws 
enadied by Chrift and by the church? ‘There is no 
profpect of feeing this queftion decided, nor the 
debates terminated to which it has given rife; fince 
the contending parties are not even agreed about 
the proper and lawful judge of this important con- 
troverfy [ f]. Some great revolution can only effect 
the decifion of this matter. 

IV. The'church of Rome loft much of its an- 
cient fplendor and majefty, as foon as Luraer, 


(/] The arguments employed by the creatures of the Roman 
poutif in defence of his unlimited authority, may be feen in Bex -~ 
LARMINE and other writers, of which an enormous colle@ion 
has been made by Roccasertr3 and, what is not a little ex- 
traordinary, a French writer, named Peritprpigr, appeared’ 
in defence of the pope’s pretenfions, in a book publifhed at Lux- 
emburg, in the year 1724, Sur duthorité et PInfallibslité des 
Papes. The fentiments of the Gzllican church, and the argu- 
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ments by which it oppofes the pretenfions of Rome, may be feen 


in the writings of Ricwer and Launoy. d 
an 


